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FAMILY ESTATE 
FOUNDED AND OWNED CONTINUOUSLY BY THE DE LATOUR FAMILY SINCE 1900 








CALIFORNIA: Angelica XXX, Tokay XXX, Muscat de Fron- 
tignan (Muscatel), Burgundy, Cabernet, Riesling, Chablis, Dry 
Sauternes, Chateau Beaulieu (Medium Sweet), Sweet Sauternes 


APPROVED BY THEIR EXCELLENCIES 


The Most Rev. John J. Mitty, D.D., Archbishop of San Francisco 
The Most Rev. J. Francis A. Mcintyre, Be.. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
The Reverend Clergy throughout the country who, during the 
past fifty years have been continuous users of Beaulieu V ineyard 
wines, have attested to their superior quality. 


WRITE FOR PRICE LIST 


Vineyards and 
Winery at 
Rutherford, 
Napa County, 
California 
OF HIGHEST QUALITY 








Becale'Vi 
PCCM imneyavd 


Main Office New York Office and Cellars 
300 Montgomery Sct. 42 West Broadway 
San Francisco 4, Calif. New York 7, N. Y. 
AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
E. M. Langers Co. E. M. Lohmann Co. Wm. J. Meininger D. Recher & Co. 
815 So. Sixth St. 413 Siblev Sr. P. O. Box 6147 322 W. North Ave. 
Milwaukee 4, Wis. St. Paul 1, Minn. Houston 6, Texas Chicago 10, Ill. 
A.J. Hammer Co. The Mid-West F. A. Remanjon 
1653 St. Clair Ave Church Goods Co. Sales Representative 
N.E., Cleveland 14, 1218 Farnam Street, 2039 Calhoun St. 
Ohio Omaha 2, Nebraska New Orleans 19, La. 
Bernard McCulla, Inc. Jonn F. Fleming 
341 Weybosset St. 35 Sagamore Ave. 


Providence 3, R. I. West Medford 55, Mass. 























Needlecraft VEST MENT 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty and 
rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are 
recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made vestments 
vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attractively 
priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are invited 
without obligation. 


(A) Ne. ¥5110. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask, furnished in all Church colors. Woven 
Chalice design banding. Furnished with 
either IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ...... $42.75 $46.75 
meamee GOG8 «2. 6 020% 61.00 68.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 99.00 108.75 
Benediction Veil oes S28 29.00 
Preaching Stole ...LINED ONLY 13.50 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 58.25 64.75 
Gothic Cope ..ccccccs 67.00 75.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 110.00 118.50 





(D) No. ¥5138. Adoring Angel design in 
richly woven Damask. Chalice design em- 
broidered banding. Embroidered IHS or 
AXPO emblem to harmonize. Furnished 


(C) No. Y5152. Brocaded satin 
damask. PX PALM LEAVES de- 
sign. Furnished in all church 
colors. Gold metal woven angel 


in all Church colors. Roman Vestments 
furnished with St. Andrew style Cross. 


design banding. Gold metal cloth 
IHS or AXPO emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ...... $48.00 $52.75 Roman Chasuble ...... $75.25 
Roman Cope ......... 70.50 80.75 Ramee Cae oi. .ccssss 110.50 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 111.75 123.00 Roman Dalmatica ..... 192.50 
Benediction Veil ...... 27.25 32.50 Benediction Veil ....... 47.75 
Preaching Stole ...LINED ONLY 10.75 Preaching Stole ....... 18.75 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 68.00 75.75 Gothic Chasuble ....... 108.75 
Cee Gen nce nies 77.50 89.00 Gotete COMO 2... cccce 121.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ...... 121.50 133.25 Gothic Dalmatics ...... 206.75 


(B) No.¥5114. Brocaded satin 
Damask, “Eagle and Its Young” 
design (symbolical of Christ's 
care of His Followers). Banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. 
Embroidered emblem to match 
in IHS or AXPO design. 


(E) No. Y¥5112. Brocaded damask Gloria 
design. Furnished in all Church colors. 
Floral and cross embroidered banding 
with gold thread outline. Embroidered 
emblem to match in IHS or AXPO design. 


Lined Unlined Lined 
ine ~ 

Roman Chasuble . $65.75 neem — eeteiias 2 = 
Roman Cope . . 96.50 ea a ‘ . 
Roman Dalmatics.....154.25 Romen Dalmatics ..... 110.25 126.75 
Bensdicticn Veil...... 41.25 Benediction Veil ...... 27.50 32.00 
Preaching Stole ...... 91.75 Preaching Stole ...LINED ONLY 14,00 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 91.50 Gothic Chasuble ...... 66.50 76.00 
Gothic Cope. . ....106.00 Gothic Cope ......... 80.50 89.00 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 171.00 Gothic Dalmatics ...... 121.25 137.50 


Yh use o HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


Telephone 


FRanklin 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


2-8750 








(A) No. B11 Buttonless  Belt-On 
Altar Boy Cassock has hook-and-eye 
collar and belt front to insure ease 
in donning or removing. 


Altar Boys VOMPLETE OUTFITS 


(B) No. B10 Button Front Roman 
Back Altar Boy Casscok has patented 
ivory-hard removable toggle buttons 
that will not pull off. 







B (C) No. B10 Front View of Button- 
On-Style Altar Boy Cassock. Prices 
for sashes, capes and other accessor- 












































(D) Ne. B100 Altar Boy Surplice 
Embroidered lace floral design. Extra 
full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. .$8.50 
(E) No. B62 Rubrical Altar Boy 
Surplice. Sanforized. Rubrical band- 
ing in all church colors, made extra 
full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Sizes 18 inch to 24 
DE Sade duiad bekee eed eae $5.25 





listed, except Nos. 


(H) No. B71 Altar Boy Surplice. 
Fine wearing Marquisette with lace. 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. 
aed piste Wage aaa Caste ano $4.00 


No. B70 Same as No. B71 but with- 
out lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 
Seat G6 DG SD cc ceceeds cues $3.00 


(I) No. B61 Altar Boy Surplice. 
Lightweight cotton with lace. Sanfor- 
ized. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 
DE said s whereas cueeen bales cue 


ae OE HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST-, CHICAGO 6, ILL. 











Telephone 


ies furnished upon request. 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 
Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 


Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin All Wool *Correct 

*Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Black Only Length of 

Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11,Ea. No. B12,Ea. No. B10,Ea. Surplice 
6 Yrs. 36 in. $ 5.25 $ 5.25 $ 5.75 $ 11.50 18 in. 
2 2 38 in. $.75 5.73 6.25 41.75 18 in. 
8 Yrs. 40 in. 6.25 6.25 6.75 12.75 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42 in. 6.75 6.75 PP x, 13.25 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44 in. 7.50 7.50 8.00 £3.75 20 in. 
ti Yes. 46 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 14.50 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48 in. 8.50 8.50 9.00 15.50 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 16.00 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52 in. 9.50 9.50 10.00 17.00 22 in 
15 Yrs. 54 in. 10.25 10.25 10.75 17.25 24 in 
16 Yrs. 56 in. 10.75 10.75 11.25 18.25 24 in 
iy 3. 58 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 18.50 24 in 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 12.50 12.50 13.00 19.50 26 in 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 13.50 13.50 14.00 19.75 26 in 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STLYE e COLOR e SIZE when ordering 


(F) No. B65 Cotta. Excellent quality 
lightweight cotton. Sanforized. Made 
extra full. 


Sizes Sizes 

22 in. ...$3.75 28 in. ...$5.50 

24 in. ... 4.25 30 in. ... 6.00 

26 in. ... 4.90 Se 8 ns FO 
34 in. ... 8.00 


(G) Hansen Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 24 inches, 
inclusive, at prices listed. For size 26 inch Surplices, add 50 cents to prices 
B32, B100 and B110, which are $1.00 additional. 


No. B 60 Same as No. B61 but with- 
out lace. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. .$3.25 


No. B80 Altar Boy Surplice. Durable 
medium weight. Oxford cloth. Made 
extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. $3.75 


(J) No. B110 Altar Boy Lace Sur- 
plice. Embroidered floral design. 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 
EE aio ae Peon aoe anaene $6.50 


(K) No. B27 Altar Boy Surplice. 
Fine Lawn. Made extra full. Sizes 
Pe OP 26 BE ce sarivencuacss $3.50 


No. B37 Same as No. B27 but with 
lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 
DEE Gcacsuu hoes wae wraeeae $4.50 


No. B32 Altar Boy Surplice. Light- 
weight pure Irish linen. Made extra 
full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch...... $6.50 


FRanklin 2-8750 
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imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen {~~~ 
Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices Sy 
Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard E 3 ace 


When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, in- 
cluding side drops, and finished width including front drop. 











Made to order only and are not returnable. Two inch hem 
on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum width 32 


inches including front drop. 

(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, eye- 
let Cross design, per yard..... $ 4.25 
(B) No. F 15 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, 
Cross design, per yard....... $ 4.85 
«C) No. F 9 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, 
Cross design, per yard........ 

(D) No. F 8 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, I.H.S. 
pO 2 oer $ 4.75 
(E) No F 6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
reer rr $ 4.10 


No. F 5* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched without 
SN, OE We aw sewceneeass $ 3.75 
No. F 4* Altar Cloth. Medium 


weight linen, without lace or hem- 
stitching, per yard.......... $ 3.50 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on back. 

(F) No. F 601 Alb. Light weight 
linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 
ered with I.H.S. design. ..... $ 26.50 
No. F 601 Surplice to match Alb 
ed i ee ee Shin aaa ee $ 25.50 


(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and _ insertion 
SS ee Kee: $ 20.25 
No. F 503 Alb, as above, with lace 
at bottom only............ $ 19.25 


No. F 503 Lace Surplice to match 


MO aise Secale ee her aoe $ 13.50 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with 
MUSCHTIOR GON. 6 6 6c cccces 19.25 
No. F 504 Surplice to match Alb 


$ 13.50 


(H) No. F 509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross, ILH.S. and Grape de- 
sien at bOtnoih. ..<.ccccses $ 32.50 


No. F 509 Surplice to match Alb 


eT ee ern rae $ 37.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
Pcckccn deny ewases aout $ 14.00 


Ths Mouse ZHANSE 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


(1) No. F 502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered band- 
ing. Guaranteed fast colors — Red, 
Green, Black, Purple and Yellow. 
Please state color desired... .$ 21.75 


No. F 502 Surplice to match Alb 
$ 17.50 


(J) No. F 925 Surplice. Embroid- 
ered non-wrinkling sheer celanese. 
Ideal for traveling purposes. .$ 15.00 


No. F 850 Surplice. Plain non- 
wrinkling sheer celanese..... $ 7.75 


(K) No. F 900 Surplice. Fine 
quality lace, embroidered with I.H.S. 
sad Cross Gesian...... «0+ $ 29.50 
No. F 900 Alb to match Surplice. 
Light weight linen top..... $ 25.75 
(L) Fl ez* §3** 
0 $2.80 $3.00 $ 

CORDOEEE 6 2 .0:< 1.20 Loe «67D 
Purificator.... 85 3s ©6©1.20 
Sree 1.50 1.30 361.55 
Finger Towel. . 85 95 1.20 
Stole Collar... 40 AS 65 


F 1 Plain Hem; *F 2 Hemstitched 
**F 3 Hemstitched With Lace 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd ........ $1.39 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd....... 2.39 
No. F4** Heavy weight, yd ........ 2.69 
No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd...... 2.50 
* 


For light weight Albs and Surplices. 
** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, 
Priest Albs and Surplices. 
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Jie Kate o£ HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 





Americas Finest (ASSOCKS 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The House of HANSEN is recognized for its outstanding tailoring of Clerical 
Garments, as well as Prelatial Robes of purple materials in the correct Vatican 
shade. Every garment is traditionally custom hand-tailored by expert craftsmen, 
using the finest imported and domestic fabrics available. In selecting The House 
of HANSEN for your Clerical garments, you are assured of complete satisfaction 


in every detail. 


(A) The simplicity of the straighter 
lines of Hansen's design Wide Back 
Roman Cassock recommends this 
established Roman Style. 


(B) A compromise design with 
convenient buttonless Jesuit front. 
Roman form-fitting back and buttons 
on cuffs. Standard | inch opening 
in collar. 


(C) A Confessional Cloak is distinc- 
tive and clerically correct, worn over 
a cassock. Tailored in light or heavy 
Kersey with velvet collar or collar 
of same material. Full venetia lining. 


(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in the 
pulpit and at commencement exer- 
cises, banquets and receptions. Pur- 
ple for Bishop’s and Right Reverend 
Monsignori; black for Very Reverend 
Monsignori and Clergy. 
a Me * 

No. A725 Nylon and Wool 

A wrinkle-resisting, rich appearing 
lightweight fabric woven of equal 
parts of Nylon and Wool. Service- 
able.....Cassock $59.50 Sash $8.50 
Prelates House Cassock..... $112.50 


No. A946 Silk-Warp Henrietta 

This deluxe importation from Switz- 
erland is the elite of cassock fabrics. 
Tailors into a garment unsurpassed in 
richness. Cassock $97.50 Sash $12.00 
Prelates House Cassock..... $173.50 


*Prices shown are for either a 
Roman or Semi-Jesuit Priest Cassock. 
Samples of fabrics and prices upon 
request. 











(E) The Bishop's Cape is tailored 
of Purple lightweight material. Pip- 
ing of gold metal cord. Affords com- 
fort during the cooler weather when 
attending outdoor ceremonies. 

(F) This full regulation House Cas- 
sock has Cape attached and addition- 
al half-sleeves. Trimmed with red or 
purple piping and buttons according 
to rank of Prelate. 

(G) The Choir Cassock with train 
is worn by Bishop's and Right Rev- 
erend Monsignori. Tailored without 
train for the Very Reverend Monsig- 
nori. Illustrated with Mozetta and 
Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 

(H) The Cappa Magna, a large 
mantle with long train, illustrated 
with a fur Cape and lace Rochet. 
Cape is available in Ermine or Coney 
fur. 

we s ee * 

No. A969 Lightweight Basketweave 
Porous, lightweight all-wool Basket- 
weave. We highly recommend this 
light material. 

Cassock $69.50 Sash $8.50 
Prelates House Cassock..... $120.00 


No. A990 All-Wool Worsted 

This all-wool .nedium weight materia. 
provides a cassock that drapes perfectly 
and gives long wear. An exceptional 
value. Cassock....$69.50....Sash $8.50 
Prelates House Cassock.. ..$120.00 


No. A951 Pure Silk (Fast Dye) 

This lightweight pure silk tailors into 
an elegant cassock. Ideal for travel- 
_. ae Cassock $87.50 Sash $11.00 
Prelates House Cassock..... $135.50 
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I didn’t know 
it was loaded!”’ 


Would YOU, as a good Christian or as a good American, knowingly 
spend your money on merchandise made behind the Iron Curtain? 


The answer is obvious. Yet right now, by devious and insidious 
methods, the agents of the Kremlin and its satellites are attempting to 
infiltrate the American church goods market! 


Suppose you were to come into possession, all unwittingly, of a 
Prayer Book or a Rosary made by the blood-stained hands of people 
who abhor, and would destroy, every principle of faith and analie 
we Americans hold dear. Or suppose it should later come to light 
that the very drapery materials on the sacred altar of your Church 
or the fabrics in the vestments of your Clergy pee behind the 
lron Curtain. It goes without saying that your resentment would know 
no bounds! 


The recent tragic incidents involving Cardinal Mindszenty, citizen 
Robert Vogeler and the four ransomed American fliers only serve to 
emphasize why it is incumbent upon each of us, whether buyers or 
sellers of Church goods, to be constantly on the alert. Certainly 
products or merchandise manufactured by Communists have no place 
in the ‘Churches of America. 


Let us never forget that it is a great privilege to be engaged in the 
business of serving the Church. At the same time let us be ever con- 
scious of the responsibilities inherent in that privilege. Dealers in 
Church goods have a special responsibility in protecting the Reverend 
Clergy and Religious from spurious, tainted Iron Curtain products. 
It is their business to KNOW the origin of the wares they offer for sale. 
The old threadbare excuse "| didn't know it was loaded" has little 
validity in the Church goods business. 


ons Marnisfle durers 
¢ 


“Buy American” i Cf 
ALLEN SILK MILLS 


Abrics 
Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 


868 Sixth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


Trade Mark Reg Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 


IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 400 CRAIG STREET WEST—MONTREAL 











VESTMENT FABRICS * DRAPERY FABRICS * BANDINGS * EMBLEMS 


The Liturgy Lives in the Weave’’ 











Joseph F. 








THe Homitetic AND -Pastoran Review (Monthly), Vol. LIIf, No. 7 (April, 1952). Copyright 1952 by 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the Post 
New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscriptions 


Office at 


to the U 


S., $5.00 per Annum. $5.25 in Canada. 









Official government figures* show that over 
the years people put down on the counter 
for meat a remarkably constant percentage 
ofthe money they have tospend. The average 
for meat is around 51% per cent of the total. 

Inthe boom year of 1929 consumers spent. 
out of each dollar of spendable income. 51% 


cents for meat. In the depression year of 1933 





There the Meat 


Zniley $06s.. 


this figure was 5 4/5 cents. In the prewar 
year of 1939 it was 53/10 cents. In 1950. 
the latest year for which figures are avail- 
able, it was 51% cents. 

During this time, of course, meat prices 
fluctuated widely ... but well in tempo with 
changes in the level of general prosperity 


of the country. 


Do Meat Packers’ Profits Influence Prices? 


The answer is . . . they do not. Again. official 
government figures* (plus a recent Dun and 
Bradstreet survey) show that out of the 
average 514 cents spent at the store for 
meat, the retailer uses | cent to cover all 
overhead costs and a modest profit. and 
pays 41% cents to the packer for meat. 

Of this 41% cents, the packer pays out 31% 
cents for livestock, 19/20ths of a cent for all 
of his costs of doing business... labor. freight 


taxes and many other expenses ... and earns 


1 /20th of a cent as profit. Vhis may be paid to 
investors for use of their money. or for im- 
provements. or both. The figures include the 
value of by-products as well as meat. 

The profit obtained by meat packers is so 
small that it has virtually no effect on the 
price of meat at retail. 

As a matter of fact. if packers made no 
profit at all. consumers would be unable to 
see any difference in the cost of living 
either in good times or bad. 


*U.S. Depts. of Commerce, Agriculture, and Labor. 


AMERICAN MEAT INSTITUTE 


Headquarters, Chicago + Members throughout the U.S. 
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Our Lady of Lourdes New School, East Palestine, Ohio Rev. Joseph M. Heid, Pastor 


This Plan Came True.. 


... and we helped raise the funds to make it possible 


Does Your Parish Need Money? 


for a New School, Church, Convent, or perhaps 
Debt Reduction? 


We can help solve Your financial problems 


Our many impressive successes and commendations in re- 
cent months for Catholic Diocesan Campaign Causes are 
built upon sound know-how guidance under efficient direc- 
tion for complete 


Fund Raising Campaigns 


Our Lady of Lourdes New School Goal %410.000.00 
East Palestine, Ohio Amount Subseribed 
ay ose * id— astor 

Rev. Joseph M. Heid—Pastor %70.000.00 


JANUARY 1952 


Holy Apostles Debt Reduction 


SS. Peter and Paul Parish Compaign 
(Polish) Amount Subscribed 
Buffalo. N. Y. 8106.000.00 


Rey. Henry J. Romanowski—Administrator 


If You Are Considering an Appeal For Money For a New Church, School, 
Convent, or Debt Reduction, We will be Pleased to Arrange a PRELIMIN- 
ARY CONSULTATION WITHOUT COST or OBLIGATION, OF COURSE. 


HARRY J. NEWCOMBE & ASSOCIATES 


“Fund Raising Guidance . . . Exclusively For Catholic Projects” 


206 DONALDSON AVENUE RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY 


581 





The Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, D.D.,LL.D., Bishop * The Rev. John D. Hausman, Chaplain + Maginnis and Walsh, Architects 


Our Lady of The Airways Chapel, Boston, Mass. 
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OUR LADY OF THE AIRWAYS CHAPEL + LOGAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, BOSTON, MASS. 


RAMBUSCH 22:22 
New York Il, N. Y. 


ALTAR * TABERNACLE + CIBORIA * CANDLESTICKS * TABERNACLE VEIL * OUR LADY 
OF THE AIRWAYS STATUE * TESTER * SANCTUARY LAMPS * ALTAR RAIL * STATIONS 


OF THE CROSS + HOLY WATER STOUPS «+ LIGHTING and PAINTED DECORATION 
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SACRED HEART RETREAT HOUSE FOR PRIESTS 


FOURTEENTH YEAR 
SCHEDULE OF RETREATS 


April 1952 - February 1953 








No. Starts Closes Directors of Retreat 
of Days Evening of Evening of (Priests of Society of Jesus) 
1) Five April 20 April 25 Raymond R. Goggin 
2) ™ April 27 May 2 Henry C. Avery 
3) nH May 4 May 9 Stephen F. McNamee 
4) Eight May 12 May 20 Raymond R. Goggin 
5) Five May 25 May 30 Thomas J. O'Day 
6) " June 1 June 6 John A. Hughes 
7) - June 8 June 13 Charles F. Connor 
8) - June 15 June 20 John V. McEvoy 
9) - June 22 June 27 Francis E. Keenan 
10) _ June 29 July 4 Robert |. Gannon 
11) Eight July 7 July 15 Ferdinand C. Wheeler 
12) Five July 20 July 25 Harold X. Folser 
13) 4 July 27 Aug. 1 Raymond J. Cotter 
14) Eight Aug. 4 Aug. 12 John J. Colligan 
15) Five Aug. 17 Aug. 22 John F. X. Sweeney 
16) a Aug. 24 Aug. 29 John J. Nash 
17) ” Aug. 31 Sept. 5 Philip S. Hurley 
18) 1" Sept. 7 Sept. 12 W. Coleman Nevils 
19) 7 Sept. 14 Sept. 19 Henry C. Avery 
20) m Sept. 21 Sept. 26 John J. Geoghan 
21) ” Sept. 28 Oct. 3 Raymond R. Goggin 
22) - Oct. 5 Oct. 10 John P. O'Sullivan 
23) - Oct. 12 Oct. 17 Henry C. Avery 
24) " Oct. 19 Oct. 24 Felix F. Talbot 
25) gi Oct. 26 Oct. 31 Felix F. Talbot 
26) Four Nov. 3 Nov. 7 Raymond R. Goggin 
27) Five Nov. 9 Nov. 14 - " ws 
28) 7 Nov. 30 Dec. 5 . 7 - 
29) = Jan. 4,1953 Jan. 9, 1953 a ” a 
30) sa Feb. 8,1953 Feb. 13, 1953 - " " 


Please apply early as number of Retreatants is limited to twenty 
For information and reservations address: 
REV. R. R. GOGGIN, S.J. 


Auriesville, N. Y. 
PHONE: Fonda 3-7381 
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of God's abiding presence among us. The 
first mystery was the Real Presence in the 
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down of the Holy Ghost and His indwelling 
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INCORPORATED 
H. W. Hilliard, Pres. 


318 FRANKLIN ST. BUFFALO 2, N. Y- 
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You don't have to work hard 
pulling a heavy bell rope, if your 
church has a Schulmetronic 
Auto-Bell. Instead, just set the 
automatic program clock control 
and notes with all the beauty of 
a 13,000 pound carillon bell will 
ring out from your church—at 
any pre-selected time, in the 











volume you desire. The Auto-Bell 
automatically sounds as an 
Angelus, a swinging Mass bell. 
or a tolling bell. Any church, 
large or small, rich or poor— 
can have this perfect liturgical 
bell instrument. The cost is low 
—and no tower is required. 
Write for further information. 


SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 11141-A Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Ideas for an Easter Sermon 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


\ = RITUAL Of Holy Week tells 


the story of the rescue and renovation 
of the human soul. On Holy Saturday 
morning we look at the baptismal font 
with memories of the Passion still fresh 
in our minds. It is the Passion that 
makes the font the sacramental womb 
of the new life in Christ. St. Thomas 
says that the benefits of the Passion 
are applied to us through baptism just 
as if we ourselves had undergone the 
agonies of the Passion. His Passion 
gives us the power to live the life of 
virtue. I mean real power—not the 
emotional “pep” that comes from read- 
ing a best-seller like “Miracle of the 
Bells.” 


THE MIRACLE OF MAN’S 
REGENERATION 


A better word for this power is “re- 
generation.” It has overtones of the 
newness, the freshness, the exuberant 
vitality that so utterly transformed the 
lives of the early converts to Christian- 
ity. On Pentecost the bystanders 
claimed that the Apostles were “filled 
with new wine,” and we can well 
imagine that the almost ecstatic en- 
thusiasm of other early Christians was 
greeted with similar epithets. We find 
echoes of this apostolic zeal in the words 
of the blessing of the font on Holy 
Saturday. The celebrant prays that the 
Holy Spirit will render fruitful this 
water destined for the “regeneration” 
of men, so that “those who have been 


sanctified in the spotless womb of this 
divine font may come forth as newly 
born in a heavenly birth. . . born 
again in the true innocence of child- 
hood.” 

We are reminded of the pressing need 
of such a regeneration by the Holy 
Father himself in his message of Febru- 
ary 11. He called on the people of 
Rome to take the lead in a “mighty 
reawakening” to save the world from 
disaster in this crisis “that may explode 
at any moment.” He pleaded with 
Rome and the whole world “for a com- 
plete renewal of Christian life,” and 
within a short time the great Father 
Lombardi launched an extraordinary 
campaign for Catholic religious revival. 


EASTER A RALLYING POINT FOR 
A DISEASED WORLD 


It is not by accident that Easter falls 
in the season of Springtime, the season 
of regeneration of the forces of Nature. 
Easter is the feast of spiritual regenera- 
tion, the hallowed day commemorating 
the miracle of Resurrection when Christ 
rose from the dead to renovate human 
nature and renew the face of the earth. 
Somehow we have managed to convince 
ourselves that the réle of the Christian 
is to sustain the status quwo—to hold on 
to what we have, to work with dignity 
to prevent our Christian civilization 
from falling to pieces. But if this is all 
we mean by Christianity, then we are 
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only engaged in delaying tactics, post- 
poning the day of doom. Easter, how- 
ever, is like a rallying cry. Against 


the background of a troubled and dis-' 


eased world, the celebration of Easter 
‘alls attention to the water that came 
from the side of Christ for our regen- 
eration. It was the water promised bv 
Christ at the Well of Jacob in Samaria: 
” . the water that I will give him 
shall become in him a fountain of water 
springing up unto life everlasting” 
(John, iv. 14). We have within us the 
fountain of everlasting life, and there- 
fore we Christians should be as fresh as 
the morning dews of Springtime. But, 
unfortunately, too many of us are list- 
less and apathetic, static as an old 
pagan sitting by the fire and lamenting 
“the dear, dead days beyond recall.” 


FALSE REGENERATIVE CLAIMS 
OF COMMUNISM 


When the Pope used the word “re- 
generation,” it was, to my memory, the 
first time in many years that it had 
issued from Catholic lips. But we have 
heard it day after day, year after year, 
from the lips and the pens of Com- 
munists. They boast of the regenerat- 
ing power of Communism. The enthu- 
siastic leaders of the Chinese Commu- 
ists, for instance, are afire with the 
burning conviction that Communism is 
changing the face of the world by re- 
creating human nature. They claim 
they have killed the old gods, and that 
the new man in the people’s democra- 
cies has thrown off the chains of eapital- 
ism and religion and is now standing 
upright in his divine humanity for the 
first time in history. This is the theme 
of the Soviet schoolmaster in Moscow, 
in Prague, in Warsaw: this is the song 
of liberation sung by the Chinese Com- 
munists swarming in the streets of Pei- 
ping and marching along the dusty roads 
of Manchuria and Korea. 
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PARALLELS BETWEEN CHRISTIAN 
AND COMMUNIST CREEDS 


It is interesting to note the parallels 
between the Christian and the Com- 
munist creeds in this matter of the re- 
generation of humanity. Is not the 
devil the ape of God, and should we 
not expect the works of the devil to 
bear a superficial resemblance to the 
works of God? Consider, for instance, 
the doctrine of original sin. The Com- 
munists are not blind to the misery 
of humanity nor deaf to the immemorial 
wail de profundis. They are aware 
that something has been rotten in Den- 
mark and in all the world since the be- 
ginning of recorded history. But they 
fix the blame on Capitalism. Just as 
original sin, to the Christian, is a state 
or condition of sin, so too the original 
sin for the Communist is a state 





a con- 
dition of society in which the moneyed 
class exploits the workingman. This 
condition rooted deep in our present 
economic system must be eliminated. 

A British writer illustrates this fact 
that the Reds consider the class barrier 
the festering source of all trouble. He 
tells of a Chinese landlord who had al- 
ways treated his tenants decently. 
Came the Revolution and he gave them 
back their deposits on their land, swore 
loyalty to their new Regime, and the 
tenants went away happy. When the 
local Communist officials heard about 
it, they berated the tenants for attempt- 
ing to treat with the landlord as an 
individual, foreed them to abuse the 
landlord for the sins of his class, and 
then required him to confess publicly 
the sins of the whole class of capitalistic 
exploiters. 


REVOLUTION SPONSORED AS SOLE 
MEANS OF REDEMPTION 


Onee the Commissar convinces the 
peasant or the factory-worker that 
Capitalism is the primal cause of all 
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his troubles, the next step is to point 
the way to redemption. It is revolu- 
tion: only by revolution can the class 
system be wiped out. Since revolution 
is the only means of redemption, the 
bloody revolution of October, 1917, has 
become the Soviet equivalent of our 
Kaster. This is the day the lord-high 
Conmnissars have made the day of the 
resurrection of humanity. Out of the 
blood and agonies of the martyrs of the 
barricades has bloomed the fair red 
flower of freedom. But, like the war 
against sin initiated by Christ on Cal- 
vary, there are battles still to be fought 
against the enemy. ‘Tsarism has been 
crushed and there have been other viec- 
tories, but the “permanent revolution” 
must continue until the last Capitalist 
has been murdered. 

However, in spite of all their talk 
about regeneration, the new life and the 
new man of Soviet theory are spurious. 
Rev. Aloysius Reehsteiner, M.M., tells 
a touching story of twenty blind girls at 
the Yeungkong Orphanage. After a 
Communist lecture on the “new life,” 
the blind girls courageously replied: 
“You can have your new world. Let 
us have our heaven.” The choice of 
these children reflected the wisdom of 
God. For the Communist new life is 
not life at all: it is only a new economic 
The Communist new man still 
When a Com- 


or “purges 


system. 
has the old devil in him. 
munist “washes his brains” 
his mind,” he is not cleansing his soul: 
he is only professing an external denial 
of certain notions deemed heretical by 
the Party. 

It is that the 
capable of stern asceticism. 
to shame a million lily-livered Chris- 
tians in his absolute dedication to the 
cause. We need only to read Koestler’s 
“Darkness at Noon” to realize how a 
loyal party-member will submit to the 
club, to the purge, to starvation if neces- 


Communist is 
He ean put 


true 


sary in order to advance the cause. 
But he never attempts to purify his 
soul of sin; indeed, in his morality there 
is no sin. There is only the party and 
its program. He will not hesitate to 
do anything except those actions that 
might displease Little Father Stalin in 
his peasant blouse and his bluff Geor- 
vian voice. 


CAN A CLASSLESS SOCIETY 
DISPENSE WITH THE STATE? 


In fact, there is no real attempt to 
change human nature according to the 
Communist program. The idea of a 
new life stems from the notion that, 
in the proper economic organization 
of society, the human being will find it 
natural to work together with other 
human beings for the common good. 
This idea is reflected in the fundamental 
Communist idea of the “withering away 
of law” and the “dying away of the 
State.”” Marx maintained that the State 
existed only to protect private property 
and, as soon as private property dis- 
appeared, there would no longer be any 
need of the State. Later Engels wrote 
that the classless society will “send the 
whole state machine to the place where 
it will then belong: to the museum of 
antiquities, along with the spinning- 
wheel and the bronze axe.” But the 
practical-minded Lenin was not quite 
so enthusiastic about surrendering the 
power of the Soviet Dictatorship until 
the observance of the fundamental rules 
of the classless society ‘““‘would become 
«a habit.” Stalin has almost turned 
thumbs down on the whole idea: he 
puts “the dying away of the State” so 
far into the future that it has become 
a negligible item of Communist theory. 
This abandonment of what Marx con- 
sidered so fundamental seems to show 
that the Soviets have lost hope that 
their subjects will ever find it natural 
to work together for the common good. 
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COMMUNIST REMEDIES ARE NOT 
RADICAL ENOUGH 


In short, Communism cannot regen- 
erate human nature because Commu- 
nism is not radical enough. It does not 
go to the root of human evil. You 
cannot remedy the troubles of the world 
by changing externals, such as the 
economic system; you cannot change 
the world unless you change people, 
and you cannot change people unless 
you eliminate the nasty things in their 
heart. Christ said that externals do 
not defile a man, but interior sin does 
defile him. “For out of the heart come 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, im- 
morality, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies. These are the things that 
defile a man” (Matt., xv. 19). 

While it is true that Communism is 
not radical enough, it is also true that 
Christians generally are not radical 
enough. If they had been, Communism 
would not have taken over so many 
Catholic countries in Europe. It all 
goes back to Chesterton’s maxim: 
“Christianity has not been tried and 
found wanting. It has been found diffi- 
cult and left untried.” 

Communism will not tamper with the 
ego except indirectly as a result of the 
use of torture and terror. It does not 
directly demand self-knowledge and 
self-discipline. But Christianity tells 
the architects of the utopian future: 
draw up your blueprints for a new social 
and economic system, map out your 
Marshall Plans and your Point Fours 
and your UNESCO's, start now on your 
work of organizing a federation of na- 
tions! All these are good as long as 
they conform to right reason and the 
moral law—but remember that they will 
all crash to the ground under the un- 
leashed fury of human passion unless 
you persuade people to rid themselves 
of their sins! There can be no rosy 
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road to purgation: the only road is the 
way of repentance. 


CHRISTIAN REMEDIES ARE 
PAINFUL, BUT EFFECTIVE 


The act of contrition is a painful 
operation. It is like plunging a knife 
into the tenderest part of the soul, that 
part where self is softest, but it must 
he done and as yet no anesthetic has 
been devised to ease the pain. 

| heard of an eccentric old man who 
owned a very valuable clock. At one 
time it stopped running and the owner 
took the hands to the jeweler and asked 
him to fix them so they would tell time. 
Naturally the jeweler said he would 
have to have the entire clock in order 
to fix it. But the eccentric protested 
that he would not trust his clock with 
any stranger. The Christian idea is 
that mest of the troubles of the world 
can be traced to defects in the main- 
spring of the human heart. To save 
the surface is not to save all, and to fix 
the hands or the dial is not to repair 
the deep-seated disorder at the heart of 
humanity. 

Or take the case of a bell that is 
cracked. You may make some altera- 
tions on the surface of the bell and you 
will still hear an off-tone jangle. The 
only sure method of restoring clarity 
of tone is to remelt the metal and re- 
cast and remold the bell. That is ex- 
actly what the Church demands as 
requisite for the renewal of human na- 
ture. Ezechiel tells how God regen- 
erates by creating a new heart and a 
new spirit within us, and how He takes 
away the stony heart out of our flesh. 
St. Paul also sees the need of more than 
a change in our economic system in 
order to change man: “ . you are 
to put off the old man, which is being 
corrupted through its deceptive lusts. 
But be ye renewed in the spirit of your 
mind, and put on the new man which 
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has been created according to God in 
justice and holiness of truth” (Eph., iv. 
23). 


INCONSISTENCIES OF THE 
PROFESSIONAL CYNIC 


The professional cynic says that 
Christian regeneration is so much 
“hoopla”: it cannot be done, as you 


cannot change human nature. It has 
always surprised me to find that such 
cynics are oftentimes rapt in admira- 
tion of the work of engineers who have 
transformed a desert into a fertile gar- 
den. Imagine some arid spot in India 
perhaps; the engineers arrive on the 
scene, convey water down from the hills, 
and in a few years the desert blossoms 
like the rose. Man has performed a 
a seeming miracle with a vast, indocile 
mass of inanimate nature. Is it naive 
to think that he can transform his own 
nature when it is Almighty God who is 
helping him with His grace and caus- 
ing the rains to fall and the sun to 
shine upon his soul? 

I suppose that the basic cause of 
such cynicism is a feeling of futility: 
why be moral when death ends all? 
Enjoy yourself now; it is later than 
you think! Gather ye rosebuds while 
ye may! It was to counteract such 
pagan -attitudes that Christ rose from 
the dead and gave us a_ picturesque 
pledge that we ourselves would one day 
rise in like manner. He promised us 
no impersonal paradise in a classless 
society of the emancipated proletariat: 
fe did not make His pledge conditional 
on the successful accomplishment of 
some very complex economic plans. His 
was an absolute pledge: “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he be dead, shall 
live forever.” 

We don’t know the precise nature 
of the next life nor the celestial furnish- 
ings of heaven. It is enough for us 


to know that Christ will be there. I 
once read of a doctor who was called 
to the bedside of a dying man. His 
faithful dog trotted after him all the 
way. On entering the sick man’s home 
he waved the dog away and then 
climbed the stairs. Closing the door of 
the sick-room he bent down over the 
patient, and almost immediately he was 
asked a question about the nature of 
the next life. Just then the dog who 
had contrived to enter the home, was 
heard scratching at the door of the 
sick-room. The doctor said: “Listen 
to that dog of mine scratching at the 
door. He is impatient to get inside, 
even though he has no idea of what it 
is like. But he has heard my voice and 
knows that I am here. Is it not the 
same with you? You don’t know what 
is behind the closed door of eternity, 
but you do know that Christ is there. 
Is that not enough?” 


CHRISTIAN FAITH VERSUS 
COMMUNIST CREDULITY 


Granted our belief in the divinity of 
Christ, we are utterly logical in placing 
credence in His promise of resurrection. 
Christian morality is therefore a highly 
understandable and rational procedure. 
But Communist faith in the eventual 
total resurrection of humanity in the 
collective paradise of the distant future 
is sheer blind trust in the realization of 
a dream that violates all the laws of 
probability. They maintain that all 
history is a process of becoming, but 
what assurance have they that human- 
ity will become better rather than 
worse? Yet, they will make extraor- 
dinary sacrifices for this wild uncer- 
tainty: the way of the hammer and 
sickle is the way of the Cross without 
Christ and without reason. Then, too, 
what is humanity but a label for a 
succession of individuals, and why 
should they be any better than to-day’s 
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individuals simply because they come 
later in time? Moreover, we know that 
some day this globe will dissolve in fire, 
and this human race will become ex- 
tinct. Why should anyone suffer and 
die for something that is not eternal? 
Why sacrifice present pleasure for a 
plan of economic amelioration that may 
prove to be a will-o-the-wisp? 

But the Christian has the certainty 
of divine faith that his death is not a 


point of no return, a mere chemical 
dissolution. As he is sure that the 
flowers of Spring that have passed 
through the apparent death of Winter 
will return in all their beauty, so he is 
certain to an even greater degree that 
the miracle of Easter will be repeated 
in his own flesh. If we Christians would 
live by that conviction, we would 
achieve a permanent revolution that 
would renew the face of the earth. 


Catholic Audio- Visual Educators 


On August 4-5, 1952, will take place 
the first national gathering of Catholic 
educators for the discussion of the re- 
markable advances recently made in 
audio-visual education. The chief pur- 
pose is to determine how far the new 
methods are serving, or may serve, to 
enrich the curriculum of our Catholic 
schools. 

The convention will be held in the 
air-conditioned halls of the Hotel Sher- 
man, Chicago. The date was deliber- 
ately selected to synchronize with the 
National Exhibition of Audio-Visual 
Equipment, which also is being held at 
the Hotel Sherman. Catholic educators 
will thus have an unparalleled oppor- 
tunity of examining leisurely all the 
new audio-visual aids to education, and 
then listening to and participating in 
discussions of their value conducted by 
competent Catholic authorities of ex- 
perience. 

As an indication of the thoroughness 
with which audio-visual education is to 
be discussed, a tentative list of the 
topics may be given: desirability of 
audio-visual methods in Catholic edu- 
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‘ation; administrator’s view on these 
methods; teacher’s viewpoint; the me- 
chanics of audio-visual equipment; in- 
tegration of the elementary curriculum 
through audio-visual methods; present 
needs in audio-visual education; re- 
ligion teaching simplified through use 
of audio-visual materials. 

Among the prominent Catholic edu- 
ators who have already promised to 
address the convention are the follow- 
ing: 

Very Rev. Msgr. Sylvester J. Holbel, 
Superintendent of Schools, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 

Rev. Leo J. MeCormick, Ph.D., 
Superintendent of Schools, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Rev. Michael F. Mullen, C.M., St. 
John’s University, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Sister Mary Ruth, St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College, Indiana 

Michael V. Ference, Administrator of 
Audio-Visual Dept., Diocesan School 
Board, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Reverend Thomas J. Quigley, Ph.D., 
Superintendent of Schools, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., is acting as General Chairman of 
this Convention, which is being spon- 
sored by THE CATHOLIC EDUCA- 
TOR. 





The Priest's Reading 
and Study 


By JOSEPH MINIHAN 


| like other men, most 
easily respond to the summons of pres- 
ent duty. That is why, despite the 
labor, a priest will spend several hours 
—seldom less often than every two or 
three weeks—in preparing a sermon. 
But because the release of pent-up 
coughs and inhibited shuffling signals 
that the immediate purpose of preach- 
ing the Gospel has been achieved, he 
retains little for himself. Even the 
tired preacher, it is true, finds reward 
in this fulfillment of a high office, for 
preaching the Gospel is one of the prin- 
cipal purposes of his ordination. Still, 
the easy flow of life has been interfered 
with; he has spent in a short space the 
product of long concentration; that pro- 
duces tedium and its twin devil, bore- 
dom. It is not of a piece with spending 
and being spent in the service of souls, 
and the reason is that this after-effect 
is'an anticlimax. The preacher feels 
almost as though he had been robbed. 


HOLINESS THE ONLY STANDARD 

OF PRIESTLY SUCCESS 

In his jubilee Encyclical on the 
Catholic Priesthood Pope Pius XI in- 
tegrated wonderfully the modern ideal. 
His main emphasis lay on personal holi- 
ness, for the sole standard of priestly 
success is hidden away in union with 
the great High-Priest. But to help in 
this high aim there are numerous aux- 
iliaries: one is sacerdotal celibacy; an- 
other is the Office; another, with which 


we are concerned here, is the devotion 
to study. After giving his teaching on 
the importance of training some special- 
ists, the Pope continued: 


“It is necessary that the priest, 
even among the absorbing tasks of 
his charge and ever with a view to 
it, should continue his theological 
studies with unremitting zeal.”? 


But he set the aim even higher and 
over a wider field: 


a“ 


. . .None should remain content 
with a standard of learning and cul- 
ture which sufficed, perhaps, in other 
times. They must try to attain—or 
rather, they must actually attain— 
a higher standard of general educa- 
tion and learning. It must be broader 
and more complete, and it must cer- 
respond to the generally higher level 
and wider scope of modern education 
as compared with the past.’”* 

Assuredly that is demanding much, but 

the Pope was describing the ideal. To 

realize it, there is no single golden road 
to follow, and happily we can obtain 
guidance, 
ST. THOMAS’ COUNSEL ON THE 
ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE 
During the remote days of the thir- 
teenth century an obscure Dominican, 
3rother John, wrote to Master Thomas 
Aquinas asking how to set about ac- 


quiring the treasure of knowledge.* 


'Eneyelical “Ad 
(C.TS. trans.), p. 35. 
2 Tbid., p. 36. 
°Cfr. “The Letter of St. Thomas Aquinas 
to Brother John, De Modo Studendi.” Latin 


Catholici Sacerdotii” 
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The Saint replied with an exquisitely 
brief letter, more than half of it being 
devoted to advice on how to live as a 
good friar. Practical counsel on study 
is limited to the following. 


“Do not worry about where a thing 
comes from, but if it is worth while 
commit it to memory. Make sure 
that you understand what you read, 
and check up on points about which 
you are doubtful. Put away what- 
ever you can in the storehouse of the 
mind, as though it were a vessel you 
wished to fill: ‘Pry not into things 
beyond your depth.’ ” 


If Brother John takes this advice 
and follows in the footsteps of Blessed 
Dominic, he will be sure to achieve 
what he has in mind. St. Thomas main- 
tained his own balance with his prayer, 
Creator Ineffabilis: he sought keenness 
of intelligence, capacious memory, ease 
and method in learning, and insight to 
be able to interpret. “Guide when I 
begin,” he prayed. “Direct my prog- 
ress, and bring my work to its fulfill- 
ment.”* He was given, least of all the 
scholastics, to crass worship of magis- 
tral dictata; he learned how to learn, 
not at the writing desk, but on the 
kneeling bench.® 


Text with Translation and Exposition by 
Victor White, O.P. In “Blackfriars: The Life 
of the Spirit” (Oxford, 1944). Use has been 
made of Fr. Victor White’s brilliant lecture, 
and the Latin of the quotation here is given 
in his text (the paraphrastic translation above 
is our own): “Non respicias a quo sed quod 
sane dicatur memori# recommenda; ea que 
legis fac ut intelligas, de dubiis te certificans; 
et quidquid poteris, in armariolo mentis re- 
ponere satage sicut cupiens vas implere: ‘AI- 
tiora te ne queeras.’ ” 

*“Ta mihi intelligendi acumen, retinendi 
capacitatem, addiscendi modum et facultatem, 
interpretandi subtilitatem ingressum 
instruas, progressum dirigas, egressum com- 
pleas.” 

5Lejay, writing to Peter Canisius before 
the latter’s ordination, says: “ . The man 
of praver often learns by not learning as that 
great light of the Church, Aquinas, did, whose 
best master was Christ on His Cross.” 
Quoted by James Brodrick, S.J., “Saint Peter 
Canisius,” pp. 76 sq. 
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GOOD ADVICE MOST EFFECTIVE 
WHEN EXEMPLIFIED 


Giving good advice is part of edifica- 
tion and is most effective when exem- 
plified. So, St. Thomas’s method has 
double force, especially when he links 
it up professedly with virtue. His exe- 
getical comment on the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians contains this passage 
of condensed wisdom: 


“. .There are nine conditions for 
knowing anything in the proper way 
Knowledge must be unassum- 
ing to overcome the proudly wise; 
balanced to defeat curiosity; certain 
to bring conviction to the doubtful; 
true to confound heretics; simple to 
confute the pleaders; vitally healthy 
to expose the great ones; useful to 
raise up the wicked; liberal in its 
outlook to shame the avaricious; and 
effective to efface the idle.’ 


These precepts were not directed solely 
to priests, but they exactly set out the 
conditions for acquiring what St. 
Francis spoke of as the eighth sacra- 
ment of a priest.” 

Elsewhere St. Thomas deals explicitly 
with the whole question of study. He 
distinguishes between study (which, 
being a virtuous habit, fits harmoniously 
into the pattern of every man’s life) 
and curiosity (which is tantamount to 
intellectual promiscuity). | Whereas 
curiosity errs by excess, lack of intel- 
lectual activity is mental frigidity and 
a vice by defect. Studiousness is the 
virtue that directs the universal appe- 
tite for knowledge; it is a secondary 
virtue contained potentially in temper- 


®°“Expositio super primam epist. S. Pauli 
Ap. ad Corinthios,” c. VIII, I. i: “... Ad hoe 
quod aliquis sciat, quemadmodum oporteat 
scire, novem sunt necessaria. . Primum, 
scilicet humilitas scienti# arguit sapientes 
superbos; sobrietas curiosos; certitudo du- 
biosos; veritas hwreticos; simplicitas advoca- 
tos; salubritas magnos; utilitas iniquos; liber- 
alitas avaros; efficacia otiosos.” 

7 Archbishop Godfrey, Apostolic Delegate 
to Great Britain, in “The Young Apostle.” 
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ance and included under modesty.’ 
The vehement application to learning 
which study implies for St. Thomas is 
so finely balanced against the demands 
of other virtues as to be one of the 
most powerful means of priestly sancti- 
fication and edification. In making pro- 
portionate allowances for the many calls 
on him, it gives a priest’s life anchorage 
and calm: that it perfectly matches 
the active apostolate is clear from the 
part it played with the missionary 
Francis of Sales. By moderating curi- 
osity and a thirst for knowledge that 
inflates, it encourages a man tp be 
content with a modicum, whilst its 
laboriousness teaches humility.® 


STUDY IS DISTINCT FROM 
INCIDENTAL RESEARCH 


By study can hardly be meant the 
immediate, and often pressing, necessity 
of preparing a sermon, a talk or a 
ferverino. Nor would solving a real 
or imagined moral problem fall under 
this head; rather would that be con- 
sidered a routine matter, the practical 
activity for which so much time was 
spent studying at the seminary. Quite 
different is working over some chosen 
ground in order to weigh, ponder, and 
consider a subject, even though the 
intention may be of afterwards setting 
down the fruits of labor in a series 
of sermons or instructions. There the 
essence of study, devotion, is present. 
Study must be a process of calm, un- 
hurried application. The student, like 
the mariner, follows his course while 
keeping an eye to the exigencies of 
the moment, which may require a tem- 
porary turning aside or even a drop- 
ping of anchor. But later, when con- 
ditions improve, the steady process 1s 


®Summa Theol., I1-II, Q. elxvi, art. 2. _ 

°Cfr. Archbishop Ullathorne, “Christian 
Patience” (1888), Lecture 1, The Work of 
Patrence in the Soul, 


taken up once more. Perseverance 
brings its own reward, which would be 
small if one knew the day and hour of 
payment. 


DETACHMENT AN IMPORTANT 
QUALITY OF STUDY 


Another reason ruling out as study 
work undertaken at ,the call of actual 
duty is that its outlook is necessarily 
ephemeral: it lacks the important 
quality of detachment. No retort that 
we must be practical carries weight. 
St. Thomas fully allows for the de- 
mands of duty by stressing that the 
pursuit of knowledge must be healthy 
for the sake of charity; useful so as to 
edify; liberal in freely communicating 
itself to others; and effective in the 
good works it produces.!° Only the 
curious student can be classed as a 
speculative introvert, bounded within 
his self-constructed circle of pride. 
When all possible concessions are made 
in the methodology of study to meet 
duties, we must insist that the needs 
of the moment must not completely 
predominate and destroy the depth and 
leisureliness of study. Far more of 
the subject than is immediately useful 
must be examined, committed to mem- 
ory, and then considered, for that is 
the only way to true knowledge and 
the safeguard against superficiality. 
Most of a priest’s practical require- 
ments center on theology and asso- 
ciated subjects. And superficiality in 
the deep things of God is too tremen- 
dous a handicap to permit willingly. 
Cardinal Vaughan issued apt warning 
against addiction to theological com- 
pendia and short cursus: “The great 
fountains of theological knowledge are 


10 «< 


Salubriter cum charitate et dilec- 
tione. . . . Utiliter cum proximorum aedi- 
ficatione. . Liberaliter cum gratuita com- 
municatione. . Efficaciter cum bona op- 
eratione” (“Exposit. super prim. ep. ad Cor.,” 
loc. cit. supra), 
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neglected, and, instead, men are satis- 
fied with the little cupfuls that are 
served to them.’?! With care, however, 
practical work can be fitted into, and 
made part of, a life of study. 


STUDY MUST BE CRITICAL AND 
DIRECTED TO SPECIFIC AIM 


Unless one is prepared to enter into 
discussion as heuristic and _ intricate 
as any Socratic dialogue, decision as 
to the precise nature of study must be 
downright and final. Clearly. there is 
much seope for different views, but, 
basically, this definition will probably 
find wide Study, then, 
consists in serious and continuous ap- 


acceptance. 


plication to critical reading with a clear 


So far as priestly study 
must 


aim in view. 
is concerned, the ultimate aim 
be apostolic, and it must dominate the 
lesser aim of achieving a certain mas- 
tery in the chosen field of knowledge. 
This dominance of the supernatural 
motive permits 
well as theological, to be the priest’s 
occupation in study, but being able to 
maintain a theological bias throughout 
has added advantage: for there is no 
branch of knowledge that is not best 
known in its relation to God. Naturally 
in choosing among the many suitable 
subjects, a priest will be guided by 
what is most useful in his cireum- 
stances: but he will also take into ac- 
count, failing direction from superiors, 
personal preference and _ aptitude. 
These two factors can help enormously 
in preserving the discipline necessary 
in serious and continuous application. 
They can transform what would other- 
wise be an extremely difficult toil verg- 
ing on drudgery into a labor of love. 
The question remains of the man who 
has no desire to apply himself to study; 
but even he will study perforce some- 


secular subjects, as 


"Cardinal Vaughan, “The Young Priest,” 


» 251. 
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times, and he would at least wish to 
obtain the best possible result from 
a grudgingly undertaken task. A brief 
examination of the nature of critical 
reading and its aids may help to supply 
a solution. But, first, we must antici- 
pate difficulties and objections. 


OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN 

THE PURSUIT OF STUDY 

Real, deep sorrow is the greatest 
obstacle to study; it so overcomes the 
soul that a man is hardly capable of 
retaining the knowledge already ac- 
quired, let alone able to learn anything 
fresh.!2 To study, a man must possess 
joy—the outcome of the act of loving 
God, and a necessary condition of good 
works. With this essential foundation, 
lesser sorrows may be a spur to study,!* 
but only in an accidental fashion by 
removing pleasure which, since it be- 
longs to man’s sensitive nature, even 
more completely distracts from the act 
of knowing than sorrow itself. The 
value of study as a means of fostering 
detachment needs no stressing; it is 
the perfect antithesis of the bored and 
blasé outlook of the modern, satiated 
world. Likewise it works against the 
speed of present-day civilization which, 
at best, produces superficiality, and 
more often falsehood. 

A complaint often met with is that, 
after a full day of external activity, 
a priest is too exhausted for mental ap- 
plication to study. If that is really 
how the day has passed, one is forced to 
admit that no man in such a condition 
could be expected to study in the quiet 
evening. But Pius XI, in requiring a 
priest to pursue his theological studies 
with unremitting zeal, says that this 
must be done “even among the absorb- 
2 Summa Theol. T-II, Q. xxxvii, art. 1. 

Gregory the Great studied despite his 
uleers; St. Alphonsus overcame the handicap 
of arthritis. 
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ing tasks of his charge.” Apart from 
this, there have been many warnings 
against over-engrossment in the active 
life, which may be simply a means of 
escape for the restless spirit. Actually 
what is more likely to use up a great 
deal of a priest’s time and energy, and 
so prevent him studying, is not pastoral 
work at all. It is the small extras and 
petty ceremonies of the professional 
manner, the unnecessary punctiliousness 
over matters that could best be at- 
tended to by others, the pretended 
deliberation when action has already 
been decided upon, that consumes so 
much of the day. If, as seems to be so, 
administration’s mechanical demands 
are rapidly becoming a crushing burden, 
something must be done to ease the 
situation. Time that might laudably 
be regarded as leisure is thoughtlessly 
frittered away through lack of system 
or too much system. Putting down 
the essentials of a priest’s life, one 
might list the following items: 


Mass and devotions..... 2 hrs. 
Recitation of Office..... 1 hr. 
Sick-ealls, incidental ad- 

ministration of sacra- 

ments and sacramen- 

NG WN ic os wee ot 1 hr. 
Confessions or Meetings, , ; 
* . ee 1 /s hrs. 
Contraternities, ete. 
Instructions ......... 1 hr. 
Pastoral Visiting........ 3 to 4 hrs. 


Few priests average this 
amount of work daily. 9—10'/. hrs. 
Sleep (a generous allow- 


Paar 8 hrs. 
Siesta (if desired on a 

ks ree 1/,. hr. 
EE oo a braun ka oa 5—6 hrs. 


This is neither parody nor satire; it 
claims to set down the essentials of a 
priest’s life in a parish. In practice, 
time spent in administration will be 
deducted from the allowances made 
above, and, although no time has been 
set aside for meals, there is the balance 


ef five-six hours. All things considered, 
if there is the desire to have time for 
study, it will be possible on most days. 


SAMUEL JOHNSON’S DICTUM 
ON SERIOUS READING 


If we acknowledge that few priests 
would be able to allot more than an 
hour and a half to study each day, 
the apparent futility of such a short 
spell might seem discouraging. But 
priests probably read considerably more 
than others of equal education,’ so for 
them Samuel Johnson’s dictum should 
be encouraging: “Give an hour a day 
to serious reading steadily and persever- 
ingly for ten years, and you will be a 
learned man.” That squares with 
Francis Bacon’s “Reading makyth a 
full man,” and St. Thomas’s advice 
about putting what has been under- 
stood in the storehouse of the mind. 
Yet, unless reading is practised as an 
art, it will not coalesce with short spells 
of study, and there will be no real 
assimilation of knowledge. 

General reading or the pursuit of 
knowledge in assorted books and great 
literature and the art of lettered dilet- 
tantism distract much more from pas- 
toral work than the attempt regularly 
to give time to serious study. For, 
whereas study is disciplined, general 
reading tends to be cursory and curious, 
without depth or direction: it has 
none of the virtues that come with 
knowing a subject in the proper way. 
Easily it degenerates into a luxury. 
The “great reader’ resembles the school- 
girl who refuses to take her share of 
household chores because she wants 
to finish her book. Reading of this 
type has only one purpose—to finish 
one book and begin another. Father 
Williamson is not alone in thinking it 





“ Recently it was estimated in Collier’s that 
educated businessmen spent 1 hour, 17 min- 
utes, in serious reading daily. 
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a pity that there is not some way of 
slowing down the output of the print- 
ing presses: too many books militate 
against attention, and he prescribes: 


“For reading to be fruitful instead 
of fruitless, it is necessary that the 
book should be read at least three 
times. First rather rapidly to get 
the general idea and plan of the 
work, then very slowly and deliber- 
ately, pausing especially on the pas- 
sages which impress the most. Then 
a still more careful and deliberate 
reading, reflecting well on each pas- 
sage and the truth it sets out. When 
we have done this, at least we can 
say truthfully that we have read 
the book, and we shall not be at a 
loss if anyone happens to question 
us about it.’’!® 


CULTIVATING A TASTE FOR 
CRITICAL READING 


As an introduction to critical read- 
ing, the foregoing passage is excellent. 
Laboriousness to this extent demands 
the patience of studiousness recom- 
mended to Brother John. Discrimina- 
tion in choice of reading will follow out 
of consideration for the time factor. 
Often only the contents and index of 
a book will be glanced at and authori- 
ties noted. Other books will have to 
be “gutted” callously. Only those 
books which are worth while will be 
read and re-read. The best-seller, the 
book of the month, and the current 
book of literary fashion will be judged 
severely on their merits. Reading seri- 
ous books and studying are rarely the 
same thing. A genius like Johnson 
could read voraciously and digest what- 
ever he read; but for lesser men the 
road to knowledge is more arduous, 
and nearly always some technique must 
be employed. It is not a matter of 
picking brains, which is mere smart- 
ness, but of constructing a memory aid 
~ % Benedict Williamson, “Doctrinal Mission 


and Apostolate of S. Therese of Lisieux,” Pt. 
II, pp. 43-44. 
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that will keep the understanding fresh 
and exact. If one possible method is 
described, its very faults may serve 
usefully as hints in planning a better. 

No special claims are made for this 
methodical attempt at making. reading 
critical, except that it is practical and 
equally applicable for one definite sub- 
ject or over a wide variety of topics. 
During the careful reading of a book, 
those pages are noted that contain 
matter of importance connected with 
the structure of the book as a whole. 
In addition, note is made of passages 
appealing to the reader’s own mental 
background and interests. Afterwards, 
when the memory has had time to 
let the ideas percolate into the intelli- 
gence, these passages are referred to. 
A brief and objective appraisal of the 
book is written along with the author’s 
name and other relevant data: it is 
best to make this critique in a standard 
form and always on paper of a uni- 
form size. Then those passages that 
appealed during reading, if they still 
seem important, are copied out exactly, 
with a reference, conveniently for in- 
dexing. Obviously this is quite un- 
necessary for books already possessed, 
but even then it is somtimes advisable 
to note and index the reference. This 
writing and copying greatly impresses 
the memory, whilst at the same time 
providing a useful guide, in the author’s 
precise phrases, of how one reacted 
to his book. Viewed along with the 
critique (which might well be dated), 
these extracts will bring back, whenever 
required, an over-all re-presentation of 
one of the sources of knowledge ac- 
quired.'® 

Few things worth doing seem, humano 
modo, to bear fruit much under ten 


For easy reference every entry in the file 
must have a key-word. It would be useful 
also to keep a list of all the quotations and 
references from the different authors, and in- 
dex these under the names of the authors. 
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years, but ten years can produce a pass- 
ably large amount of written 
of study. ‘“Periculum fac!” The 
method described would save endless 
disgruntled searching after something 
that was once noted at random, and 
now seems through lack of system to 
have been misplaced. Noone would 
claim for this attempt to systematize 
the fruits of reading that it was a sub- 
stitute for the pursuit of priestly knowl- 
edge in prayer, practice, and preaching: 
that comes only through long preoecu- 
pation with Sacred Scripture, dogmatic 


proof 


teaching, and the vast ranges of asceti- 
cal and mystical theology. As a 
method, it is avowedly utilitarian and 
aims simply at acquiring the best from 
the little study and reading that is all so 
many priests can manage. One unique 
advantage, however, it does possess; 
it is individual and avoids the banali- 
ties which follow from unconsidered 
acceptance of other men’s thoughts. 
Those seemingly original ideas which 
burgeon occasionally in all our minds 
are recognized as a debt. Who, save 
the plagiarist, would have it otherwise? 
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Pastor Talks to His 


Parishtoners 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 


Ou READERS may not have heard 
of a monthly mimeographed publication 
wherein the pastor of a St. Louis parish 
talks to his parishioners every month. 
I came across the January number of 
this current year, and I found every one 
of the five pages highly interesting, not 
only from a pastoral standpoint, but 
to a great extent also from a human 
standpoint. The pastor calls this 
monthly publication, Let’s Go! The 
current issue is the forty-sixth number 
of the series; and the lead-off column 
and a half deals with the Annual Report 
of the parish. Contributions received 
for all purposes amounted to $101,000. 
The pastor reminds his parishioners 
that this is $10,000 less than contributed 
in the year 1950; but the year 1950 had 
two special collections, one for the par- 
ish school and the other for the Cardinal 
Glennon Memorial Hospital. The total 
ordinary income was $91,000 for 1950 
and $85,000 for 1951. The diocesan and 
other outside collections for 1950, in- 
cluding the Cardinal Glennon Memorial 
Hospital Fund, amounted to $20,240; 
for the year 1951 they reached $17,000. 

The pastor informs his people that 
the payments on the Cardinal Glennon 
Memorial Hospital Fund are somewhat 
disappointing; the total for this year 
being $8600. And the pastor goes on to 
say that the Holy Name men in Novem- 
ber had visited three hundred families 
which up to that time had made no con- 
tribution to the fund, and the men were 
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very kindly received. The families for 
the most part intended living up to the 
promises, but for one or other reason 
had not. 

In the next paragraph mention is 
made of the 1950 report having stated 
that the new school cost $265,000, in- 
cluding $10,000 for the ground. In that 
report the pastor had said it was his 
“reasoned hope” that by December, 
1951, there would be no indebtedness on 
the reetory, and that the sehool in- 
debtedness would be a trifle less than 
$200,000. The pastor gladly announces 
that the rectory and all its furnishings 
are paid for, and that the parish indebt- 
edness is now down to $196,000. He 
further says that the contributions for 
the previous year were better than he 
had expected. Some of the parishioners 
who had made a special donation to 
the building fund on a monthly payment 
basis, continued giving the increased 
amount after they had paid their sub- 
scription. And this was done without 
any urging. Then our Gaelie-born 
pastor resumes by remarking that. this 
is one of the fine characteristics of the 
people of the parish; their generosity is 
always in a measure that is full and 
overflowing. He closes this section of 
his monthly journal by expressing again 
“a reasoned hope” that half of all the 
ordinary contributions during the com- 
ing year will be devoted to reduction 
of church indebtedness. And if they do, 
that means that the parish will be out 
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of debt; and pastor and people could 
thereupon make another effort to com- 
plete the building of the twenty-room 
school. 


IMPORTANCE OF LIQUIDATING 
PAROCHIAL DEBTS 


The next item is the Archbishop’s 
letter to the pastor: 


December 19, 1951 
Dear Father——: 

By this time no doubt St. Par- 
ish has seen the completion of its 
building program, and there only re- 
mains now the contemplation of the 
indebtedness that confronts the par- 
ish. 

I know that you have no illusion on 
this, and that you are fully aware, as 
a good pastor, of the importance of 
liquidating this obligation as soon as 
possible. There should, of course, be 
no undue pressure put on your people, 
but at the same time it is something 
that needs close attention. 

It is my thought that together with 
your parish councillors you may want 
to devise some special way by which 
you can within the next few years 
take care of this obligation in its en- 
tirety. I believe the people would 
concur in this, since most of them are 
employed and money is available. 

Sending my blessing for any project 
that you might undertake, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 





Here the pastor goes on to explain 
that, although all the parishioners are 
working, most of the wage-earners are 
in the low salary brackets. The income 
is unusually large for a parish of the 
size, because every good Catholic, as 
most of the parishioners are, aims at 
contributing three to four per cent of 
his income to the Church; however, 
there are many families in the parish 
whose income will not permit them to 
give more than one per cent of their 
earnings. The same paragraph assures 
the local Ordinary that the parish is 


aiming to pay off its debt as soon as 
possible. 


EXPLAINING THE DIOCESAN 
EXPANSION FUND 


The pastor begins by explaining this 
recently created Diocesan Expansion 
Fund to his parishioners: 


“Catholics throughout the Arch- 
diocese are getting to understand and 
appreciate the fine plan that His Ex- 
cellency, our Most Reverend Arch- 
bishop, has set up for financing paro- 
chial and diocesan new construction. 
He created a fund with the nucleus 
of money he inherited from our late 
Cardinal Glennon, and has increased 
it considerably by a tax he has im- 
posed upon each parish, which is 
‘alled the Expansion Fund. He has 
commandeered surplus funds of par- 
ishes that are out of debt, and is pay- 
ing them 2?/2% on their loans. He 
is financing from this fund new build- 
ings in every parish in the Archdio- 
cese, big and little, without any com- 
plicated commission, mortgage or 
bond. 

“This enables the poorest parish in 
the Archdiocese to have those build- 
ings that are absolutely necessary for 
its needs. 

“Tt stands to reason that this 
method of finance is somewhat simi- 
lar to a heating plant that has a hot 
water system or the blood stream in 
a human body. There must be at 
least as much coming back to the 
treasury as there is going out of it, 
if it is to continue its existence; but 
to make it develop and grow robust, 
it is all-important that every parish 
such as ours should, as soon as pos- 
sible, pay back to the Diocesan 
Treasury the amount borrowed. 

“There is always a danger that, 
as soon as people have what they 
want, they will rest on their oars and 
give up effort.” ; 

The pastor calls attention in the next 
item to the fact that the constant in- 
crease of the number of school-age chil- 
dren arriving in the parish, by reason 
of the construction of three or four hun- 
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dred new homes in the recent past, is 
putting a strain on the school; for at 
the present time only three of the grades 
are conducted in separate rooms. This 
needed increase in classroom space 
means also an enlargement of the 
Sisters’ home; for there must be ade- 
quate space, not only for the school 
children, but also for their consecrated 
teachers. And the pastor says that, if 
the parish is going to meet the prob- 
lem, the average parishioner will have 
to increase his contribution for the next 
year to the extent of one-fourth; and, 
in truth, this is only a special collection 
for the building fund. The Holy Name 
Society has already planned to give 
ecard socials and to promote an early 
summer carnival. The people of this 
parish have never failed to meet an 
emergency; and the pastor is confident 
that one and all of the families will co- 
eperate with him in this new effort. 
Here the pastor urges the envelope col- 
lection on each and every member of 
the parish. 


CULTIVATION OF FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH PARISHIONERS 


The pastor says that it is hard to 
remember the many new names; that, 
when the parish was smaller, he knew 
everyone in the parish by his or her 
first name. Now he knows them only 
by a process of mental photography, 
and the blunders he makes at calling 
inany a family name are deplorable. 
The parishioners have in mind the Sun- 
day away back when they first came 
to the parish; he spotted them immedi- 
ately and asked their names; they say 
he gave them. a welcome, and looked 
as if he meant it. But, two or three 
months later, he says to Mrs. Schneider: 
“Are you Mrs. O’Brien?” She says: 
“No, Father, I am Mrs. Schneider. You 
remember I told you my name was 
Duffy before I got married. Mr. Schnei- 
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der is a man you would like if you 
had an opportunity of knowing him.” 
Thereupon, the pastor tells his parish- 
ioners that the week before Mr. and 
Mrs. Schneider showed up at the parish 
house for a discussion club, and after 
Mr. Schneider took a little part in 
the discussion, one could see he is a 
graduate of one of our Catholie high 
schools or colleges. Their children are 
in our school, and each of them is in- 
teresting in his own way. The boy has 
curls and the face of Daniel O’Connell; 
and the girl is a Bavarian beauty with 
the cultured manner of a German prin- 
The following paragraph is too 
good to omit; and it has for a caption: 


cess. 


WHERE WAS I? 


“T meant to keep close to the parish 
report, but that form we receive from 
the Diocesan Chancery Office is a 
heartbreak for a man that is not up 
in figures and other details of parish 
life such as: ‘How many lapsed 
Catholics?’ 

“(Only that I did not want to be 
disrespectful, I would have said: “The 
woods are full of them’). ‘What has 
caused the lapse?’ As a general rule, 
I would be inclined to guess and say: 
‘A bad dose of original sin and too 
much romancing in forbidden pas- 
tures.’ Dorothy was Catholic to the 
core until she found time slipping 
under her feet and the roses wither- 
ing under the paint on her cheeks. 
There she was a bachelor girl and no 
prospects in sight, when along comes 
Bill with a story of persecution and 
misery with a former wife. He is un- 
doubtedly a likeable fellow and has 
a good job. He proposes to her and, 
being an experienced man in the ways 
of women, he does not give her time 
to think of the Mother of Perpetual 
Help but slips on her finger an en- 
gagement ring that is so studded with 
little diamonds that the devil him- 
self could get her to say ‘yes.’ Of 
course, I can’t write all this into the 
report I send to the Chancery Office 
before the end of January. I simply 
say: ‘All we can do for poor Dorothy 
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is to pray for her. The pagan at- 
mosphere she has been inhaling has 
so doped her spirit that she can ra- 
tionalize and convince herself that 
she is justified in going to hell be- 
cause Heaven provided no solace for 
her loneliness.’ ” 


INCOME AND EXPENSES OF 
PARISH OF 1100 FAMILIES 


The following items are seldom 
thought of in their entirety by the 
ordinary parishioner: 

Salaries Parish Priests, $2740; Extra 
Priests, $280; Organist (incl. donations 
for marriages and funerals), $316.30; 
Salary to 14 Nuns and Housekeeper, 
$8009.23; Salary to Janitors, $5563; 
Housekeeper and Maid Salary, $1114; 
Secretarial, $115.80; Other Labor, $703.- 
01; Gifts to Volunteers, $372.35; House- 
hold Expense and Laundry, $2195.68; 
Light, $1398.09; Fuel (Coal, Oil and 
Gas), $3232.39; Telephone (Convent, 
Rectory and Public Phone), $250.82; 
Water, $237.46; Stationery, Printing, 
Postage, $1841.50; Expansion Fund, 
$6000; Register Deficit, $736.59; In- 
surance, $1644.52; Taxes (Withhold- 
ing), $385.60; Taxes (Social Security), 
$127.38; Repairs: Church and Drive- 
way in rear, $1092.17; Rectory, $124.58; 
School (Renovation Old _ School), 
$2633.28; Convent, $124,58; Supplies: 
Convent, $24.67; Church, $727.34; Rec- 
tory, $260.32; School (incl. free books), 
$1336.90; Miscellaneous, $743.36; Ded- 
ication Church and School, $211.14— 
making a total of $44,542.12, for Ordi- 
nary Expenditures. 

Then we must add these other items 
of expense: Paid in Interest, $4152.85; 
Paid on Principal, $7650; Improvements 
on Janitor’s House, $1308.21; Excavat- 
ing Old Chureh and Drives, $1145.50; 
Furnishings for School (Desks, Tables 
and Chairs), $1176.07; Furnishings for 
tectory, $7738.70; Total Extraordinary 


Expenditures amounting to $23,171.33. 
The total Expenditures were $67,713.45. 

We have listed a total parish income 
proper of $84,908.72. Over against this 
we have the Expenditures summing up 
to $67,713.45. Then the $17,195.27 re- 
maining went to the building contractor. 
Now we might ask ourselves how much 
this same parish gave in the way of 
collections for outside activities, in col- 
lections that are ordered by the Diocese. 
We have a sum total of $17,246.33. 
Out of this sum $266.14 went to the 
Holy Father; two Diocesan Seminaries, 
$2342.14; Mission Sunday, $874; Visit- 
ing Missionary, $597.75; Catholie Uni- 
versity, $360.57; Holy Land, $32.99; 
Bishops’ War Relief, $1000; Catholic 
Rural Life, $453.42; St. Louis Register, 
$594.66; Cardinal Glennon Hospital, 
$8635.05; Holy Childhood, $1050.56; 
Negro Missions, $244.50; Shrine at 
Washington, D. C., $294.55; Donation 
for Poor Country Missions, $500. 


PERCENTAGE OF EARNINGS 
CONTRIBUTED TO CHURCH 


Recently I came across unexpectedly 
the amount of money a non-commis- 
sioned officer spent on cigarettes alone 
monthly during World War II. His in- 
come was $66 in cash, of course. Out 
of this he spent $6.00 on cigarettes, 
nearly ten per cent of his income. If he 
were to take his total pleasure money, 
the chances are that he would have 
spent at least $30 a month. Perhaps 
the ordinary person who hasn’t family 
obligations, should aim at saving as 
much each month as he spends in pleas- 
ure. And his church offerings might 
well equal his strictly pleasure spend- 
ing. The chances are that the ordinary 
American Catholic does nothing like 
this; the chances also are that all too 
many American wage-earners give much 
less in charity in one form or other, in- 


603 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





cluding church support, than they spend 
in pure pleasure; and yet the latter 
should at worst equal the former. 

It doesn’t follow from this that church 
support should necessarily equal the 
sum spent on pleasure, or recreation 
generally; for church support is only 
ene form of almsgiving, or charity. But 
there is no doubt at all if children with 
spending money would use half of what 
they get in charity, and the other half 
on pleasure in a wide sense of the term, 
we'd start out with a future generation 
that would do its duty not only to self 
in the future, but also to charity, in- 
cluding relatively generous church sup- 
port. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF PARISH 
SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 


The fifth and last page of Let’s Go 
is as interesting as any. Most of this 
last page (page 5) of the mimeographed 
monthly is taken up with announce- 
ments. The three daily weekday 
Masses are set forth from January 7 to 
February 2, 1952. Some might say how 
can a pastor and two assistants promise 
ahead of time three Masses a day when 
the pastor knows that there will be fu- 
nerals or weddings on some of these 
days. He brings in, of course, an out- 
side priest (even two outside priests, if 
necessary) to say either the 6:30, the 
7:00, or the 8:00 o’clock daily Mass 
that happens to be interfered with by 
funeral or wedding. These daily hours 
seem well-adapted to city parishioners: 
6:30, 7:00, and 8:00 o’clock. This item 
alone is a reminder to many a person to 
have a Mass said for him or her, or for 
relatives living or dead—a Mass that 
otherwise would not be said. The names 
of the beneficiaries are an indication of 
how cosmopolitan, by descent mostly, 
are our present-day American Catho- 
lies, after from three to four generations 
of American-born parishioners. Here 
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we have names listed for the week of 
January 14-19, 1952: John Moore, Rev. 
T. J. Schulte, S.J., George Jaegers, Leo 
Browne, Charles Vago, James Harris, 
Alice Spieckerman, Daniel Kelly, in 
Honor of Sacred Heart, Victor Braud, 
Rose Kelemen, Jacob Seifried, Mr. and 
Mrs. August Trade, John Manion, Mrs. 
Fred McKenna, Edwin G. Kelly, Philip 
Halof. 

The Mass hours for Sundays are of 
interest: 5:30, 7:00, 8:30, 10:00 and 
11:00 o’clock. And for Holydays of 
Obligation the hours are most thought- 
fully selected: 5:30, 6:30, 7:30, 8:30 
and 9:30. The Saturday confession 
hours are from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., then 
from 7:30 until 9:00 p.m. Provision is 
made for Sunday morning confessions 
between 6:15 and 6:50 am. Then on 
Tuesday evenings, after Perpetual Help 
devotions, confessions are heard at 7:45 
p.m. On the eves of Holydays and First 
Fridays, the confessions run from 4:30 
in the afternoon until 5:30, and from 
7:30 in the evening until 9.00. And on 
weekdays confessions are heard before 
the 8:00 o’clock Mass. Then, by way 
of interlude, there is an announcement 
that one Betty McGuire will give a book 
review on “The Foundling” at the Ros- 
ary Sodality meeting on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 8. The pastor considerately enu- 
merates meetings that will take place 
during the month of January, 1952, as 
well as other occurrences of interest. 
First comes the reminder that the Feast 
of the Holy Name occurs on Sunday, 
January 13; second, that the Inquiry 
Class will meet on January 16 and 18 
at the old school building; and the Con- 
vert Class in the rectory on January 14 
and 18. 
for every Wednesday until Easter, be- 


Card Socials are announced 


ginning on January 18, at 8:15 p.m. 
The confession bell, next to Father ’s 
confessional, can be rung every day ex- 
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cept Sunday between the hours of 4:30 
and 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. 
Free parking on Sundays in the rear of 
the new school is mentioned next, and a 
parents’-children’s Mass is announced 
for 8:30 a.m. on January 27. A re- 
minder is given that the St: Louis 
Catholic Register subscriptions are re- 
newed during this month of January. 
The last announcement is that candles 
for the altar will be accepted on Sun- 
day, January 27. 


IMPORTANCE OF PARISH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


No one contends, of course, that 
parochial journalism is the only kind 
of journalism, or even that it is the most 
important kind of Catholic journalism. 
But where families are taking no other 
kind of Catholie publication, the parish 
journal, no matter by what name called 
(even if it is called simply Parish An- 
nouncements), has its importance; and I 
wonder if it is not a part of priestly ac- 
tivity in every parish strictly so called, 
as distinguished from a mission church; 
even in the case of the latter, it has a 
real function, if it ean be conveniently 
issued. 

Think of a pastor trying to bring 
home on four consecutive Sundays what 
the parish we have been considering is 
reminded of in some five or six pages 
of mimeographing. The proverb has it 
that the written word stands; the spoken 
word disappears. The chances are that 
even the grown-ups in a family will 
pick up the parish paper in moments of 


non-occupation, if some of them would 
not be inclined to read it by reason of 
its intrinsic appeal; but some of the 
members of the family will find items 
of interest in the parish journal almost 
every Sunday—at least the mother of 
the family, if for no other reason, be- 
-ause it helps her to draw up her order 
of the week for the children of the 
household, ungrown and grown, as well 
as for herself. 

The objection can be made, I agree, 
that the spoken word is always more 
powerful than the written word; but in 
the crowded Masses of the present day, 
especially in cities, the spoken word 
‘cannot cover all the phases of religion 
that should be brought home to the 
laitv. Hence, some of these phases can 
be reinforced only by the written word. 
Imagine the pastor of the parish where 
Let’s Go is published every month try- 
ing to replace by announcements from 
the pulpit the incentives to good he 
drives home by the written word so 
humanly set forth, month by month. 
In the event that he had time to make 
the same announcements from the pul- 
pit without prolonging the Masses, those 
announcements would at least lack the 
reinforcements in one form or other 
they are getting from the editor of Let’s 
Gio. May his tribe increase! For there 
is hardly a city parish in the country 
that doesn’t need something like Let’s 
Go, not excluding its human appeals. 
When the said pastor became a priest, 
Catholic journalism in one or other 
form lost a light! 
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Handicapped Children Are 
Catholics! 


By WILLIAM F. JENKS, C.SS.R. 


I i ANDICAPPING conditions have no 


respect for race, color or creed. A very 
conservative estimate of the number of 
children of various religious beliefs be- 
tween the ages of five and nineteen who 
are definitely exceptional—mentally, 
physically or emotionally—would be 
about 5,000,000. With the large in- 
crease in the number of exceptional 
children in recent years, we find a large 
percentage are Catholic. Recent sur- 
veys have revealed that we lack provi- 
sions to give even a small number of 
these atypical children a Catholic edu- 
‘ation. We are found lacking in 
trained, certified teachers; we lack 
special classes in our parochial schools 
and sufficient residential schools; and a 
recent survey disclosed that only a small 
number of Catholic colleges would ac- 
cept students with physical limitations. 

The burden of educating our Catho- 
lic handicapped has been thrown on the 
States, and now we find that we have 
not enough trained teachers to instruct 
them in their religion. Even in our 
Catholic hospital schools, our children 
receive a public school education by 
public school teachers, with no trained 
personnel to teach them the fundamen- 
tals of their holy faith. Our home- 
bound children also lack adequate in- 
struction in their religion. 


NO CLASSES FOR HANDICAPPED 
CHILDREN IN PARISH SCHOOLS 


There are no special classes in our 
parochial schools with certified, trained 
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teachers. This policy continues despite 
the faet that Catholic residential schools 
are unable to accommodate our handi- 
capped children. There are only three 
Catholie schools for the blind caring for 
less than one hundred children in the 
entire country. The 17% increase in 
blindness due to congenital and heredi- 
tary causes, and the trend to-day 
towards day classes rather than the 
residential school for the blind, has 
found our teaching nuns and Brothers 
unacquainted with the special methods 
of teaching the blind, and no braille 
classes in our parochial schools. 

With only two sight-saving classes in 
the entire parochial school system in the 
country, a child with poor vision and in 
need of a trained teacher, large-print 
books, etc., is forced out of our parochial 
schools, and must seek refuge in a State 
school or in a public school. 50% of 
blindness can be prevented with our 
present medical knowledge, and unless 
the sight-saving pupil with 20/70 vision 
follows the doctor’s orders and enrolls 
in a sight-saving class, he is in great 
danger of losing whatever little vision 
he now has. Banished into the waste- 
lands of an irreligious education simply 
because of defective vision, these chil- 
dren look in vain for trained teachers 
with large-print books and braille books 
and an opportunity to study their re- 
ligion. 

The blind or partially seeing child is 
perhaps more conspicuous than the deaf 
or the hard-of-hearing child. Although 
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we find eleven schools for the deaf under 
Catholie auspices, still there are no spe- 
chial schools to-day, a nun or a Brother 
schools, and a great dearth of teachers 
trained in lip-reading, speech correc- 
tion and auditory training. In our paro- 
chial schools to-day, a nun or a brother 
is expected to teach a large class of 
normal and exceptional children mixed 
together. This would be impossible 
even though the teacher were trained in 
lip-reading, speech correction, braille, 
sight-saving techniques, and other 
phases of special education methods. 


SIXTEEN SPECIAL SCHOOLS FOR 
THE HANDICAPPED 


We find sixteen Catholic schools for 
the handicapped in the country to-day, 
of which eight are for the mentally re- 
tarded. Our Catholic parents are often 
unable to finance the education of their 
mentally retarded or otherwise handi- 
capped child in one of these Catholic 
institutions miles away from home. 
Special classes for the mentally re- 
tarded and for the other groups of ex- 
ceptional children should be inaugu- 
rated in our parochial school system. 

There are over one hundred groups of 
“Parents of Mentally Retarded Chil- 
dren” in the country to-day. This large 
organization and also the “Parents of 
Blind Children” and the “Parents of 
Deaf Children” feel that handicapped 
children are discriminated against in 
Catholie educational circles, since no 
provision has been made for special 
classes either in our elementary or sec- 
ondary schools. They feel that their 
children have a right to a parochial 
school education just as much as the 
normal children. These handicapped 
children should associate with normal 
children as much as possible—a privi- 
lege which they cannot enjoy in an insti- 
tution. 

Forty-one States have enacted laws 


making special provisions for the educa- 
tion of exceptional children; and thirty- 
two States have staff members in the 
State Education Departments carrying 
responsibility for the education of these 
children. I believe that in Catholic 
circles an effort must be made to face 
this problem now, and to keep pace 
with the modern trend in educational 
procedures for exceptional children. 


ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 


An Assistant Superintendent in 
charge of exceptional children should be 
appointed in every diocese in the 
country. His duties would be: (1) to 
supervise the training of our teaching 
nuns and Brothers in this special field; 
(2) to organize special classes in an 
orderly fashion in centrally located 
parochial schools in our large cities; (3) 
direct the vision and audiometric test- 
ing; (4) arrange for individual tests, 
cumulative records, referral to clinics, 
ete. 

Pastors must be aware of the great 
need for special classes for educational 
reasons for the partially seeing, the 
blind, the deaf, and the cerebral palsied. 
In building new parochial schools, 
thought should be given to the needs of 
exceptional children, and requests made 
for certified teachers capable of teach- 
ing them. The pastors must also real- 
ize that, for physical reasons, the child 
with lowered vitalify, the cardiac, the 
epileptic, and the  orthopedically 
crippled need special programs. All of 
these children are more segregated by 
holding them in the regular class with 
the normal pupils. They should as- 
sociate with the normal pupils as much 
as possible; but, since they cannot ac- 
commodate themselves to the curricu- 
lum designed for the normal child in 
our parochial schools, the curriculum 
should be adapted to their specific needs. 
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Some of the more progressive Orders 
of teaching nuns and Brothers have 
some trained teachers in speech correc- 
tion. One of these teachers could be 
assigned to a group of schools in a cer- 
tain area, regardless of what Order of 
Religious teaches in the respective 
schools. The Assistant Superintendent 
could arrange the program for these 
speech teachers, who in turn could seek 
the codperation of the regular class- 
room teachers. Pastors must be aware 
of the great and imperative need for 
speech correction in our parochial 
schools, and should plan to have a 
teacher trained in speech correction 
visit his school once or twice a week. 

Delaying tactics and excuses, lack of 
vocations and facilities, and other ob- 
jections will not excuse the failure to 
provide an education for “all of God’s 
children.” A definite start in this pro- 
gram should be made by training the 
teachers of normal children to teach the 
exceptional children in our schools. 
Eventually, special classrooms can be 
provided for the exceptional children in 
centrally located parochial schools in 
each district. One of the expensive 
items in special education in the public 
schools—the increase in salary for the 
teacher of special classes—will not be 
a deterrent to this program in parochial 
schools. 


CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY LAUNCHES 
A PROGRAM > 


The Catholic University, Washington, 
D.C., has taken the initiative in this 
field of Special Education of the Ex- 
ceptional Child by launching a very 
timely and necessary program. Twenty 
Religious Orders from twenty-five dio- 
ceses sent representatives in the summer 
of 1951 to the Catholic University to 
train to teach the partially seeing and 
blind children in our parochial schools. 
These partially seeing children attend 
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the special class only for those subjects 
that require eye strain, and return to 
their regular class for the other subjects. 
Some of these children will eventually 
return to their regular class for all the 
subjects. Others may require a braille 
class, and teachers were also trained in 
this summer course in special methods 
of teaching braille classes, in reading 
and writing braille, and in caring for 
the emotional, vocational and psycho- 
logical effects of blindness and partial 
vision on the child. This very impor- 
tant summer course will be held again 
this summer at the Catholic University, 
Washington, D.C., from June 30 to 
August 9, 1952. To give our teaching 
nuns and Brothers an orientation in this 
field of special education of the ex- 
ceptional child, the Catholic Univer- 
sity is offering a Workshop in Special 
Education this year from June 13-24, 
1952, which will cover the eleven groups 
of atypical children who can attend our 
parochial day schools. These would in- 
clude: the mentally retarded, the 
socially maladjusted, the partially see- 
ing, the blind, the deaf, the hard-of- 
hearing, the speech defective, the child 
with lowered vitality, the gifted and the 
orthopedically crippled child. Reme- 
dial reading, tests and measurements, 
and many other important features of 
the workshop will give the teacher of 
normal children an insight into the 
problems of teaching the exceptional 
child. 

The handicapped child is faced with 
the practical difficulty of living in a 
world which is built for the average 
child. Handicapped children have the 
same kind of emotions, interests and 
aspirations as physically normal chil- 
dren. Educational programs for physi- 
cally handicapped children that over- 
look this fact may cause maladjust- 
ments and psychological handicaps far 
more serious than the handicap caused 





HANDICAPPED CHILDREN ARE CATHOLICS! 





by the physical impairment. Our 
teachers must be trained to discern and 
make an early diagnosis, because care 
and treatment at the earliest possible 
moment is of vital importance to the 
handicapped child. 


WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


In “A Healthy Personality for Every 
Child,” we read a digest of the “Fact- 
Finding Report to the Midcentury 
White House Conference on Children 
and Youth” (p. 185): “Except for the 
part that parents play in determining 
the adjustment and behavior of the 
child with physical or mental limita- 
tions, there is no influence greater than 
that of the school. Whether the school 
is public or private, secular or parochial, 
meeting on week-day or Sabbath, it is 
within the confines of this institution 
that the disabled or mentally limited 
child learns and fixes in his own person- 
ality the kind of social relationships he 
is likely always to maintain.... Every 
child, as far as possible, should be given 
maximum opportunity to live as a nor- 
mal child among normal children. This 
will entail: (1) preventing any needless 
loss of the educational and socializing 
values of participation in a regular 
school program by returning the child 
to school as promptly as possible; (2) 


by adapting school programs designed 
to meet the needs of exceptional chil- 
dren appropriately, and (3) teaching 
every child that he has unique and 
valuable assets, that he can use these 
for his own satisfaction and for the 
good of mankind, and that, by dealing 
realistically with his limitation in hos- 
pital, home, school, and ultimately in 
the community at large, he can and will 
find his place in life.” 

Finally, in the “Proceedings” of the 
same Conference we read: “The handi- 
capped child is first of all a child, and 
his place, as that of all children, is with 
his family and with his community.” 
Let us sincerely hope that no child who 
seeks a Catholic education in a paro- 
chial day school will be deprived of it 
on account of race, color, creed, or 
handicapping conditions. With certi- 
fied, trained teachers according to the 
norms of the State Departments of Spe- 
cial Education, with special classes for 
exceptional children in our parochial 
schools under the direction of an Assist- 
ant Superintendent of schools, with 
individual testing, cumulative records, 
etc., and a general interest all along the 
line in the welfare and education of our 
Catholic handicapped children, a new 
era will dawn in Catholic education in 
the United States. 
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Untapped Manpower 


By NICHOLAS H. RIEMAN, S.J. 


1D. PASTORS ever dream? Great, 


ambitious dreams, I mean. Surely 
every pastor must sometime dream of a 
really dynamic group of apostolic men 
in his parish. Not just prominent men, 
not simply men willing to contribute to 
a parish drive, not just good Catholies— 
but a group of men alive to parish prob- 
lems, of more than ordinary spiritual 
insight, ready with a generous all-out 
service, actually living a fuller Catholic 
life. In other words, real lay apostles, 
men burning with an urge to second 
their pastor in his work of saving and 
sanctifying his parish. 

As a pastor dreams this way, his mind 
ranges hopefully over the usual Catho- 
lie social and fraternal societies, but in 
his heart he knows these are not the 
answer. He thinks for a moment, too, 
of his monthly-Communion organiza- 
tion—a good group, all right, the an- 
swer to a parish need. But that too, he 
reflects, is too unwieldy, too uninspired, 
to make his dream come to life. The 
men he is looking for are of a rarer 
stripe—men who see the parish, its 
needs, its possibilities, almost as their 
pastor does, and who are ready to go to 
any limits to help make that parish a 
little more as Christ would like it. 


POTENTIAL OF APOSTOLIC 
MANPOWER IN EVERY PARISH 


Maybe in his pessimistic moments a 
priest doubts that such men can be 
found in his parish, or even developed. 
Yet, there is no slight evidence that 
American parishes possess a large po- 


tential of apostolic manpower. 
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One proof for this has been Father 
Peyton’s Family Rosary Crusade. 
Wherever Father Pat has been called 
on to spearhead a diocesan drive for 
Family Rosary pledges, he has mar- 
shalled in almost every parish a small 
band of men eager to make the Rosary 
pledges themselves, and ready to tackle 
the not-too-inviting task of contacting 
every family in the parish for the same 
purpose. And so generously and ex- 
actly have they done their job that they 
were a major factor in securing, in most 
perpetual Daily Rosary 
pledges from 75 to 90% of the Catho- 
lies. 

Other proofs are not lacking. Last 
year a quarter of a million men made 
retreats, and for many of them the 
yearly retreat is a fixed item in their 
schedule. 
made up wholly of men flourish in many 
cities, and are burgeoning elsewhere. 


dioceses, 


Nocturnal adoration groups 


Cana Conferences draw an ever-increas- 
ing number of participants, and no 
small part of the work involved in them 
is handled by laymen. 

All these facts—and more could be 
mustered—prove at least this: the 
pastor’s dream need not in most cases 
remain just a dream. The reservoir 
of manpower is there, if if ean be 
harnessed. And it ean be harnessed, 
given the right motivation and the right 
kind of permanent organization. 

How does a priest go about trying to 
utilize this dormant energy? How does 
he release this potential? To answer 
this question, we shall pose and answer 


two others. Why is it that a pastor so 
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desires such an apostolic group of men? 
And what kind of group will be needed 
to accomplish that desire? 


IDEAL OF A PICKED SQUAD 
TRAINED FOR VITAL ACTION 


Why does a pastor dream of such a 
squad of picked laymen? What, in his 
mind, is te be their réle? That is easy 
—he wants a group organized for action. 
A group with the same goal as the 
Church, or, to come closer home, with 
the same purpose he has in his parish. 
Men with their sights trained, not on 
entertaining themselves, not on buying 
insurance, not even simply on being 
slightly better Catholics themselves. 
No, he envisions a corps of men whose 
one aim is to go the limit in full Cathol- 
icity: to save and sanctify not alone 
themselves but others too. In a word, 
he is looking for a group whose purpose 
is at once spiritual and apostolic. Their 
aim, in faet, will be exactly what his 
aim is—the vitalizing of every facet of 
parish life. 

Naturally, then, he would like a 
group like this to be under his, or an 
assistant’s, direction. Not that he in- 
tends to be an autocrat and to use the 
laymen as mere puppets. On the con- 
trary, much of the planning and execu- 
tion of their work he will leave in their 
own hands, shrewdly recognizing that 
this technique both utilizes their abili- 
ties and saves his own time and energy. 
But he does, for effeetiveness as for 
safety, want the last word as to the 
group's activity in the hands of a priest, 
who will advise, direct, and motivate 
their efforts. Such a group, even if 
much of its responsibility be in lay 
hands, will yet be in a sense but the 
lengthened shadow of the priest—‘the 
apostolate of the faithful who assist the 
Church and to a certain extent complete 
its pastoral work,” as Pius XII defines 


Catholic Action. Such a group will 
multiply the priest’s effectiveness. 


APOSTOLIC ACTION DIRECTED TO 
NEEDS OF OWN PARISH 


To do this, they must of course shape 
their apostolie action to fit the mould 
of their own parish. The pastor and 
they are not allured by projects that 
have worked elsewhere, but are imprac- 
tical here. Each parish, and the com- 
munity it includes, faces its own prob- 
lems, peculiar to it. Those are the 
problems the pastor wants his laymen 
to work at. He wants, then, a group of 
lay apostles who will adapt their ac- 
tivity to parish needs. 

To move the parish boulders that the 
pastor hopes to move, these men will 
have to be, not just active, but vigor- 
ously active. Nothing less will do the 
trick. To be practical about it, this will 
involve weekly meetings of some sort, 
since gatherings at longer intervals can 
hardly keep them at the peak of effi- 
ciency. But the pastor knows too—none 
better—that the mere fact of meetings 
means little. They must be meetings of 
such a kind that every man is active at 
them. Meetings, too, at which careful 
and intelligent plans must be chiseled 
out. Not least, they must include a 
rigorous check-up on the execution of 
previous plans, for execution is the rock 
on which many an organization foun- 
ders. 

As the pastor mulls over all that he 
is expecting this corps of lay apostles to 
be and do, he knows beyond a doubt 
that something else must be added to 
the recipe for such a group: strong 
spiritual motivation. As a priest, he is 
aware how closely his pastoral effective- 
ness depends on his own spiritual 
stamina. If he skips his mental prayer, 
makes light of his Mass or Office, grows 
careless about his own confession and 
examination of conscience, he knows 
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how quickly he begins to slip too in the 
disinterestedness and _ sacrifice and 
purity of heart that he needs to be a 
really effective priest. It is the same, he 
sees, for his band of energetic laymen. 
Only solid spirituality will keep them 
living at such a level. 

They will require, he sees, the strength 
and spirit of sacrifice that come from 
frequent or daily Mass and Commun- 
ion. They will need the uprightness and 
hatred of sin that are bred by a careful 
watch over their conscience and by fre- 
quent confession. They will have to 
grasp and appreciate Christ’s way of 
thinking and acting, as shown in the 
Gospels and spiritual books. Effective- 
ness in their activity will demand. too, 
an understanding of how Christ’s way 
of life can be incarnated into their own 
lives and families and community and 
work. Moreover, they will need, with- 
out interfering with their normal family 
life and occupation, something of the 
priest’s own full-time dedication to the 
apostolate. 


THE SODALITY OF OUR LADY 
IDEAL FOR PARISH NEEDS 


A small group of laymen, under his 
direction, vigorously active, shaping 
their action to parish needs, and living 
the spiritual life demanded by such ac- 
tivity—such, sketched in brief, is the 
sort of elite organization a parish priest 
hopes for. Does such an organization 
exist? Yes—and the answer may sur- 
prise you—it exists in the Sodality of 
Our Lady. Not, of course, in the pale 
cream-puff imitations that sometimes 
masquerade under the name, but in the 
real Sodality, as outlined in the Rules 
and described by Pope Pius XII. A 
real Men’s Parish Sodality can be ex- 
actly the organization the pastor is look- 
ing for. Let us compare such a Sodal- 
ity, point by point, with the requisites 
set down above. 
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First, a Sodality is apostolic, or it is 
nothing. The very first of the Sodality 
Rules proclaims the Sodality’s purpose: 
to develop Catholics “sincerely bent on 
sanctifying themselves, and zealous. . 
to save and sanctify their neighbor and 
to defend the Church.” Is not this pre- 
cisely the pastor’s aim in his own parish? 
Can his priestly zeal find a better com- 
plement than the action of picked men 
really living that rule? The Sodality, 
as Pius XII says, is neither a “refuge 
for weak souls,” nor “a league of noth- 
ing but external activity.” It is rather 
a perfect blend of interior Catholicity 
and vigorous action. Both ingredients 
are essential. A Sodality that is not 
active in some sort of work is no Sodal- 
ity at all. 

Second, Sodality control is in the 
pastor’s hands. Pius XII plainly de- 
clares in his Apostolic Constitution that 
“the-parish priest is the normal Direc- 
tor of parish Sodalities” and “enjoys 
complete power.” Wisely he adds that 
“it is fitting that he should generally 
exercise this power by means of Sodal- 
ists,” and the Rules themselves provide 
for such lay participation. Wide lay 
responsibility is, in fact, the normal pro- 
cedure in adult Sodalities. But the 
pastor, or his assistant, is Director. 


ADAPTABILITY OF SODALITY 
TO LOCAL CONDITIONS 


Can a Men’s Sodality be adapted to 
fit parish needs? It not only can, but 
adaptation to local conditions has al- 
ways been a Sodality technique. There 
can be Sodalities for men alone, or, if 
more practical in a small parish, of 
mixed grouping. The Sodality can oper- 
ate as one unit, or have within itself 
several small units each concentrating 
on a different type of activity. Meet- 
ings, which are weekly, can be shaped 
largely to suit local needs, provided they 
somehow include solid spiritual motiva- 
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tion and practical planning for apostolic 
work. Adaptation is so much a part of 
Sodality practice that the Pope singles 
it out, saying that Sodalists have bat- 
tled for the Church “with methods 
sometimes unusual, always energetic 
and effective.” 

A Sodality—if it is a genuine Sodality 
and not a synthetic one—is by that very 
fact vigorously active. If its Director 
and members follow the Sodality Rules 
and the papal directives, it cannot but 
be a beehive of solid, energetic action. 
Not only do the Rules strongly urge 
that every Sodalist take an active part 
in some work. They even add that, 
“where circumstances permit, it will be 
good to make this of obligation.” That 
these Rules are actually lived in Sodali- 
ties worthy of the name is plain from 
the strong words of Pius XII, who says 
that, as he looks over the world, he sees 
the Sodalities “working strenuously and 
effectively in every field of the aposto- 
late,” and that “in propagating, spread- 
ing and defending Catholic doctrine 
they must be considered among the most 
powerful forces.” 


SPIRITUAL MOTIVATION 
AFFORDED TO MEMBERS 


Is the Sodality capable of affording 
the spiritual motivation demanded by 
such energetic action? Here are the 
Sodality’s requirements, plainly set 
down in its Rules: (1) at least a quarter 
of an hour of mental prayer daily; (2) 
a nightly examination of conscience and 
act of contrition; (3) daily, or at least 
frequent, Mass and Communion; (4) 
daily Rosary; (5) confession often, and 
real direction from a definite spiritual 
director; (6) an annual retreat, prefer- 
ably closed, and for Sodalists only; 
(7) an Act of Consecration to Our Lady, 
made at entrance, and lasting for life. 
It is, says Pius XII, “an entire gift of 


oneself, throughout life and for eter- 
nity.” 

Sueh a spiritual program is rigorous, 
no doubt about it. Understandably 
someone may object: “No layman is 
going to follow such a demanding pro- 
gram.” But though the objection is un- 
derstandable, the facts contradict it. 
Experience has proved that there is 
everywhere a sprinkling of Catholics 
ready to follow just such a spiritual and 
apostolic way of life, if introduced to it 
in the right way. I venture to say that 
there are, in almost any parish, a group 
of men ready to do just that. In a very 
small parish it may amount to be a half 
dozen or less; in a large parish it may be 
25, 50, 100 or even more. But numbers 
are really altogether secondary. The 
thing that counts, as the Pope says 
clearly, is that they keep the Sodality 
Rules. Three real lay apostles can do 
more to improve a parish than 50 or- 
dinary Catholics, and a real Sodality 
of 25 can move mountains that a paper 
organization of 600 would be afraid 
even to tackle. 

The Sodality program is hard—let’s 
face it. But it is the kind of spiritual 
dynamo that generates vigorous and 
continued action in those who live it. 
That is why real Sodalities produce the 
kind of apostles the Pope speaks of; 
their way of life has what it takes to do 
the job. 


ACTUAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
GENUINE SODALITIES 


The de facto achievements of genu- 
ine Sodalities are the best proof of all 
this. They afford evidence that a true 
Men’s Parish Sodality can be exactly 
the organized corps of energetic laymen 
that a pastor so much needs. Some 
Sodalities have had every home in the 
parish consecrated to the Sacred Heart. 
In other places they have propagated to 
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an amazing degree the Family Rosary, 
the Block Rosary, radio religious broad- 
‘asts. In one city the Sodality handled 
every last detail for a three-month In- 
quiry Forum for Converts, except the 
actual talks. In more than one place 
they keep periodic check on parish-area 
newsstands and drugstores to see that 
smutty magazines are removed and stay 
removed. Certain parish Sodalities 
publish the parish bulletin, manage 
credit unions, conduct labor schools. 
Were one to include the records of pro- 
fessional and regional Sodalities, this 
list could be lengthened almost indefi- 
nitely. In Czechoslovakia, so danger- 
ous Is the Sodality regarded by the Com- 
munist government that just to be a 
Sodalist marks a man for arrest. 


SODALITIES WERE AT FIRST 
ONLY FOR MEN 


But perhaps the reader is measuring 
the Sodalities he has known by these 
standards, and finding them wanting. 
Maybe most of those he has known were 
for girls or women, and he supposed that 
the Sodality was intended only for them. 
As a matter of fact, Sodalities were for 
men only for their first 200 years. Per- 
haps, too, many of the Sodalities the 
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reader was acquainted with were but 
plous unions, or else largely social clubs 
a far cry from the dynamic elite de- 
manded by the Rules and by Pius XII. 
Sodalities that are mere pious or social 
organizations are not the real article at 
all (though technically they possess the 
name). They are rather caricatures of 
it. Itis only the real Sodality, the kind 
set forth by Pius XII in his Apostolic 
Constitution, that can be the answer to 
a pastor’s dream: a company of picked 
men in his parish, deeply Catholie and 
actively apostolic. 

As Pius XII says in his address on 
his own fiftieth anniversary as a Sodal- 
ist: “The present time demands Catho- 
lies without fear, to whom it is a thing 
supremely natural to confess their faith 
openly in word and in deed... . Real 





men, whole men, strong and fearless! 
Not men who are men by halves... . 
To form such men and such Catholies 
has always been the scope of well-or- 
dered and active Sodalities.”’ 

That core of vigorous lay apostles in 
the parish need not remain just a phan- 
tom, a pastor’s dream. Take it from 
Pius XII, take it from experience—a 
real Men’s Parish Sodality can fill the 
bill. 





Some English Lives of Christ 


By ERNEST GRAF, O.S.B. 


VI. Dean Farrar’ 


I. is NoT lawful for the children 
of the Church to read the works of non- 
Catholic writers which treat ex professo 
of theology or other kindred subjects. 
This prohibition is not an arbitrary dis- 
play of authority; on the contrary, it is 
but the expression of the Church’s solie- 
itude for the purity of the faith of her 
children. However, such books may be 
read by those whose duty it is to refute 
them, or on account of valuable infor- 
mation to be found in them. Dean Far- 
rar’s “Life of Christ” belongs to this 
category. Its author was born at Bom- 
bay in 1831, his father being engaged 
in missionary work at the time. After 
« brilliant career at Cambridge, young 
Farrar decided to take Anglican orders. 
Preferment came to him rapidly. In 
1876 he was made a Canon of West- 
minster Abbey, and in 1895 he became 
Dean of Canterbury. He died in 
March, 1903. As a theologian, Farrar 
was noted for his liberal views, and it 
was no doubt this circumstance that 
barred his elevation to the bench of 
bishops. In 1877 Farrar won a good 
deal of notoriety—one could not call 
it fame—by the publication of a series 
of sermons under the title “Eternal 
Hope.” In that book he endeavors to 
explain away the literal meaning of 
those texts of Scripture which the 
Church has always interpreted as a 
clear and emphatic assertion by Our 

‘“The Life of Christ.” By Frederic W. 


Farrar, D.D., Dean of Canterbury (Cassell & 
Co., London). 


Lord of the eternity of hell. The Dean 
marshals a number of texts from the 
works of various ecclesiastical writers, 
both Greek and Latin, which he inter- 
prets in accordance with his own pre- 
conceived notions. There can be no 
question but that his line of argumenta- 
tion bears witness to a sensitive heart, 
but it is not to the credit of his head. 


SENSATION CAUSED BY EARLIER 

WORK OF FARRAR 

The book caused a great stir, not to 
say a scandal, for the official teaching 
of the established Church had not yet 
been watered down as at present, and 
there still were found numbers of ortho- 
dox Protestants who believed that hell 
was unending even as heaven is. But 
it can hardly be denied that Farrar’s 
book furnished plausible arguments to 
the men who uphold the “comfortable” 
doctrine that, when Our Lord speaks 
of “everlasting fire,’ He only means a 
fire of very long duration. Oddly 
enough, the denial of the eternity of 
hell has led to a revival, among Angli- 
cans, of faith in the existence of pur- 
gatory—or it might be more accurate 
to say that hell has been turned into 
purgatory! It is too evident that not 
all who profess Christianity are fit to 
appear before an infinitely holy God as 
soon as they have breathed their last. 


GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 

FARRAR’S “LIFE OF CHRIST” 

The work by which the Dean is now 
chiefly remembered is his “Life of 
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Christ,” which was first published in 
1874. The book was an immediate 
success, and it passed through a number 
of editions, and a cheap popular edition, 
stripped of the scientific apparatus of 
the standard edition, brought the work 
' within reach of countless readers. The 
popularity of the book passed the high- 
water mark around the turn of the 
century. Owing to the disparaging re- 
marks of a greatly venerated professor 
of theology, it did not occur to me that 
there was much that was good and even 
excellent in the book. At any rate, it 
is the work of a sincere believer in the 
divinity of Christ. Of this faith he 
makes a formal profession in the Pref- 
ace: “It is perhaps yet more important 
to add that this Life of Christ is 
avowedly and unconditionally the work 
of a believer.” And he _ proceeds: 
“Those who expect to find in it new 
theories about the divine personality of 
Jesus, or brilliant combinations of 
mythic cloud tinged by the sunset im- 
agination of some decadent belief, will 
look in vain.” These two sentences are 
unmistakable expressions of the author’s 
attitude to the person of Christ, while 
they are at the same time good samples 
of his literary style. 

One curious feature of the work is 
that it begins not with the Annuncia- 
tion to Zachary, or that made by Ga- 
briel to the Saviour’s virgin Mother, but 
with the story of Christ’s birth at Beth- 
lehem. The Dean was well aware that 
the omission of Luke’s first chapter 
would create some surprise, especially 
as the authenticity of that chapter, and 
particularly that of the verse in which 
Mary speaks in terms that can only 
signify that she was resolved to remain 
in time to come what she was at the 
moment—a virgin—has been ques- 
tioned. He accordingly explains, in his 
Preface, that his reason in so doing 
was partly that “the Annunciation be- 
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longs to that vast divine history which 
preceded the Incarnation, the truth of 
which is assumed at every page; partly 
because little or nothing can, on such a 
subject, be added to the narrative of 
St. Luke.” 


BRILLIANT DESCRIPTIONS OF 
GOSPEL SCENES 


As I said above, time and again I 
heard the book “damned with faint 
praise,” as the saying is; so it did not 
occur to me to read it. But there came 
a Sunday morning when I sat in the 
extern chapel of a Benedictine convent, 
listening to the sermon of the chaplain. 
The Gospel of the Mass was the story 
of the storm at sea. As I listened, I 
was thrilled by the brilliant word-paint- 
ing of the preacher which made the 
scene come to life in a most realistic 
fashion. When I spoke to the good 
priest, to my surprise and delight he 
merely said: “Dean Farrar!” And so 
it was. In Chapter XXIII we read: 
“One of the fierce storms peculiar to 
that deep hollow in the earth’s surface 
swept down with sudden fury on the 
little inland sea. With scarcely a mo- 
ment’s notice the air was filled with 
whirlwind and the sea buffeted into 
tempest. . . . the boat was again and 
again buried amid the foam of the 
tempest. . Yet, though they must 
have covered Him with their dashing 
spray as He lay on the open deck in 
the stern, He was calmly sleeping on.” 
Now for the stilling of the storm: “Ris- 
ing up, standing in all the calm of a 
natural majesty on the lofty stern, 
while the hurricane tossed for a mo- 
ment only His fluttering garments and 
streaming hair, He gazed forth into 
the darkness, and His voice was heard 
amid the roaring of the troubled ele- 
ments, saying ‘Peace, be still!’ and in- 
stantly the wind dropped and there was 
a great calm. And as they watched the 
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starlight reflected on the unrippled 
water, not the disciples only but even 
the sailors whispered to one another: 
‘What manner of man is this?’ ”’ 


MOVING ACCOUNTS OF THE 

MIRACLES OF CHRIST 

This is no isolated bit of magnificent 
writing. It was his gift of vivid writ- 
ing that contributed most powerfully 
to the popularity of the book. But 
there are other, more substantial quali- 
ties. There can be no question that the 
Dean sincerely believed in the reality 
of the miracles recorded in the Gospel. 
The very next paragraph which follows 
the one just quoted bears witness to 
this faith. He describes the stilling of 
the storm as a “stupendous miracle, one 
of those which test whether we indeed 
believe in the credibility of the miracu- 
lous or not.’”’ And he goes on: “If we 
believe that God rules; if we believe 
that Christ rose; if we have reason to 
hold, among the deepest convictions of 
our being, the certainty that God has 
not delegated His sovereignty or His 
providence to the final, unintelligent, 
pitiless, inevitable working of material 
forces; if we see on every page of the 
Evangelists the quiet simplicity of 
truthful and faithful witnesses; if we 
see in every year of succeeding history, 
and in every experience of individual 
life, a confirmation of the testimony 
which they delivered—we shall neither 
clutch at rationalistic interpretations, 
nor be much troubled if others adopt 
them.” This is excellent, but what fol- 
lows is finer still: “He who believes, 
he who knows the efficacy of prayer, ... 
he who sees in the person of his Re- 
deemer a fact more stupendous and 
more majestic than all those observed 
sequences which men endow with an 
imaginary omnipotence, and worship 
under the name of Law—to him 
there will be neither difficulty nor hesi- 


tation in supposing that Christ 
did utter His mandate and that the 
wind and the sea obeyed; that His 
word was indeed more potent among 
the cosmic forces than miles of agitated 
water or leagues of rushing air.” 


UTTERANCES OF SINCERE FAITH 
MARRED BY INADMISSIBLE ERRORS 


In this passage we hear the authentic 
ring of sincere faith. It is on a par 
with the author’s reflections on the 
miracle of Cana of Galilee. How very 
right he is when he says that “the 
word ‘Nature’ has little or no meaning 
unless it be made to include the idea 
of its Author.” And again: “If we once 
believe that the divine providence of 
God is no far-off abstraction, but a 
living and loving care over the lives of 
men; if we believe that Christ was the 
only-begotten Son of God then 
there is nothing in any Gospel miracle 
to shock our faith: we shall regard the 
miracles of Christ as resulting from 
the fact of His Being and His mission 
no less naturally and inevitably than 
the rays of light stream outwards from 
the sun” (Chapter XI). 

This is admirable; yet, in this very 
paragraph the Dean makes an inad- 
missible concession to the Protestant 
dogma of private judgment. He writes: 
“It is, of course, right and proper that 
in matters of faith it should be ‘a 
very small thing to be judged of you or 
of man’s judgment,’ but it is not: right 
and proper to say that we ought to 
believe, or disbelieve, or modify belief, 
with sole reference to that which, in 
our hearts and consciences, we feel to 
be the will of God.” Here is a most 
dangerous principle and, unfortunately, 
the Dean acted on it with the result 
that though he regarded Christ as the 
Son of God, and as such endowed not 
only with omnipotence but likewise with 
infinite wisdom and absolute righteous- 
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ness, yet he refused to accept in their 
literal sense certain sayings and claims 
of His which the Catholic Church has 
never ceased to believe and to proclaim 
to the world. Farrar writes: “If He 
were divine” (and he has no doubt on 
that score!), “we have no further as- 
tonishment left when we are taught 
He did on earth what can be done by 
the power of God alone.” 


REJECTS THE MIRACLE OF 
TRANSUBSTANTIATION 


In spite of this profession of faith— 
and there can be no question of its 
sincerity—Farrar rejects the greatest 
miracle of all, the miracle of transub- 
stantiation and the consequent abid- 
ing marvel of Our Lord’s real presence 
in the Eucharist. Actually, the author 
only devotes one short paragraph to 
what he calls “the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist.” “Ever since that day,” he 
writes, “from age to age, has this 
blessed and holy Sacrament been a 
memorial of the death of Christ, and 
a strengthening and refreshing of the 
soul by the body and blood, as the 
body is refreshed and strengthened by 
the bread and wine” (Chapter LV). 
This somewhat involved — sentence 
might lead one to think that the man 
who penned it believed in Christ’s real 
presence under the species of bread and 
wine, though he speaks of “bread and 
wine.” That he had no such faith is 
shown by his commentary on Luke, 
xxil. 19: “All the fierce theological de- 
bates between Roman Catholics, Lu- 
therans, Zwinglians, Calvinists, ete., 
might have been avoided if men had 
borne in mind the warning of Jesus: 
‘It is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing.’ ... As for the 
word is, on which so much stress has 
been laid, if Jesus spoke in Aramaic, 
He would not have used the verb at 
all” (Cambridge N.T. for Schools «& 
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Colleges, “St. Luke,’”’ Cambridge, 1895). 
The last part of this quotation needs 
no refutation. If Our Lord spoke in 
Aramaic when He said: “I am the 
Good Shepherd,” He did not use the 
verb either. In any case the Catholic 
doctrine of the Eucharist, which the 
Church has held and preached from the 
beginning, should not “shock,” to use 
the Dean’s own word, one who admitted 
the Godhead—hence, also the omni- 
potence of Him who said: “This is 
My body; this is the chalice of My 
blood.” 


OCCASIONAL ORGIES OF 
INVECTIVE AGAINST ROME 


One could not expect the occupant 
of a pleasant deanery to uphold the 
claims of the successor of St. Peter. 
When he comes to speak of these claims, 
the Anglican dignitary actually loses 
all scholarly serenity as well as his 
feeling for the value of words. In his 
view the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
were committed not to Peter but to the 
Church, though “in the person of its 
typical representative,” whatever that 
may mean. He adds, as one weary of 
controversy: “Let him who will wade 
through all the controversy necessi- 
tated by the memorable perversions of 
this memorable text” (viz., Matt., xvi. 
18). Were he alive to-day, would the 
Dean dare to affirm that St. Peter “al- 
most certainly did not found a church 
in a city in which there is no indis- 
putable proof that he ever set his foot’’? 
When he has got this off his chest, he 
indulges in a little orgy of invective 
against the Roman Church, or rather 
against the travesty of the Church of 
his own imagining. As a matter of fact, 
he goes so far as to throw the prophet’s 
mantle over his academic gown when he 
ventures to draw aside the veil that 
shrouds the future from the eyes of 
lesser mortals. “The immense agencies 
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of sacerdotalism,” he writes, “the dis- 
graceful abuses of the confessional, the 
imaginary power of absolving from 
oaths, the ambitious assumption of in- 
fallibility in wielding the dangerous 
weapons of anathema and excommuni- 
cation, the colossal tyrannies of the 
Popedom and the detestable cruelties 
of the Inquisition—all these abomina- 
tions are, we may 
and for 
(Chapter 


hope, henceforth 
ever, things of the past” 
XXXV). Alas for the 
shade of the Dean, there exists to-day 
within “the Church of England as by 
Law established,” a body of clergy- 
men, over a thousand strong, whose 
avowed aim and hope it is to bring 
about the “reunion” of that Church 
with the See of Rome. And as regards 
the “disgraceful abuses of the confes- 
sional,” the hearing of confessions at 
stated times is publicly advertised on 
the notice-boards of hundreds of Angli- 
can churches, even though the response 
to the implied invitation to avail them- 
selves of these facilities is, by all ac- 
counts, not all that the would-be con- 
fessors hope for. Strangely enough, 
Farrar does not discuss the question of 
eternal punishment on which he felt 
so strongly. I think “felt” is the op- 
erative word, for his arguments against 
the eternity of hell are based on senti- 
ment rather than on calm thought. 

Yet another which the 
author falls foul of Catholic teaching 
and tradition is that of Our Lady’s 
perpetual virginity after Christ’s birth 
(he is sound on the Virgin-Birth). He 
leaves it to the reader to decide for 
himself whether “the brethren” of Jesus 
were His actual brothers or only His 
cousins. In his view, “the evidence is 
so evenly balanced ... that to insist 
very dogmatically on any positive solu- 
tion of the problem would be unwar- 
ranted and contentious.” Yes, per- 
haps, if there were no infallible Church, 


point on 


teaching with authority. According 
to Farrar, St. Jerome “may be called 
the inventor” of the view that the 
“brethren” were in reality cousins of 
Our Lord. 


WORK CANNOT BE RECOMMENDED 
WITHOUT SERIOUS QUALIFICATION 


For these and many more reasons, 
the book cannot be recommended with- 
out serious qualification. To begin 
with, though the book is not listed in 
the Index (at least I have not been 
able to find it in the edition to which 
I have access), it is from its very na- 
ture one of those works which may not 
be read without special authorization. 
With this reservation it may be freely 
conceded that the book makes delight- 
ful and even edifying reading. The 
narrative is imaginative and extraor- 
dinarily alive. The author’s eye for 
color and detail combined with a keen 
sense of the value of words and the 
rhythm of sentences result in a literary 
product not unworthy of its sublime 
theme. The Dean’s style largely con- 
forms to the pattern favored by the 
tractarians, and its slightly archaic 
flavor is sheer delight for any one who 
loves and relishes good English. As a 
matter of fact, this Life of Our Lord 
is valuable precisely because it is an 
English Life, not a translation. It is 
racy, and admirably reflects the reserve 
and shy reverence with which the aver- 
age non-Catholic but sincerely religious 
Englishman thinks of his Saviour—or 
speaks of Him if, perchance, he makes 
bold to do so out of church. 

Before putting his hand to this great 
book—the most remarkable of the 
many he wrote—the author made an 
extensive tour of the Holy Land. The 
journey was made in 1870, with the 
result that “many things came home to 
him, for the first time and with a real- 
ity and vividness unknown before.” 
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He returned from this holy journey 
“more than ever confirmed in the wish 
to tell the full story of the Gospels in 
such a manner and with such illustra- 
tions as—with the aid of all that was 
within my reach of that knowledge 
which has been accumulating for cen- 
turies—might serve to enable the 
simple and the unlearned to under- 
stand, and to enter into, the human 


surroundings of the life of the Son of 
God.” In this high purpose he has 
been most successful. His descriptions 
of the country in general, and of the 
sacred sites in particular, are of the 
utmost interest for us at this day, 
since he wrote at a time when the 
process of modernization, which has so 
profoundly altered the aspect of the 
Holy Land, was not even thought of. 


Vil. Alfred Edersheim’® 


. AUTHOR informs us in his 
Preface that these two octavo volumes, 
of some 1571 pages in all, are the fruit 
of seven years’ protracted and con- 
scientious study, carried out in the 
isolation of a country vicarage. One 
great advantage of these external cir- 
cumstances was the possibility for the 
author to give “days of undisturbed 
work to what to others might perhaps 
seem secondary, but was all-important 
to him.” An outstanding feature of 
these volumes is the extent to which 
the author has drawn on Jewish and 
Rabbinical literature and custom. 
Since Jesus Christ was a Jew, living 
among Jews and preaching to Jews, 
the author judged it indispensable to 
view His life and teaching against that 
Jewish background. Information of 
this kind may not help us very much 
to a better understanding of His per- 
sonality, but it does help us to a clearer 
appreciation of the causes why Our 
Lord met with so much unbelief pre- 
cisely from those classes which should 
the most easily have recognized Him 
as the long-expected Messiah. 


SUPPLIES MUCH MATERIAL NOT 
OTHERWISE READILY ACCESSIBLE 


One of the merits of this work is 
that it gives the student, within the 
covers of two volumes, an immense 
amount of material not otherwise 
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readily accessible and of considerable 
interest and assistance to him. Some 
of the Rabbinic lore is wisely relegated 
to the appendixes of the second volume. 
The author continuously studies the 
Gospel in its Jewish setting and views 
it against the background of Jewish 
custom, with a view to bringing out 
the full meaning of the actions and 
sayings of the principal Figure. Not 
a few of the author’s assertions and in- 
ferences differ from those more gener- 
ally held. Thus, at the very outset 
he argues that Zachary’s vision in the 
temple took place during the morning 
sacrifice in the autumn of 748 A.v.c., 
when “the snows of at least sixty 
winters had fallen on the venerable 
priest.” This is very picturesque, but 
unfortunately for the writer snow falls 
but rarely even in the mountains of 
Palestine (certainly not every year), 
and St. Luke gives not the slightest 
hint as to the hour of the day or the 
season of the year. Likewise contrary 
to common opinion, Nazareth, accord- 
ing to Edersheim, was not “a stagnant 
pool of rustic seclusion”; on the con- 
trary, he makes of it one of the “priest- 
centres,” that is, one of the places 
where the priests of the “course” (that 


?“The Life and Times of Jesus the Mes- 
siah.” By Alfred Edersheim (2 vols., Long- 
mans, Green and Co., London, 1883). 
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was to officiate in the temple for the 
space of a week) foregathered previ- 
ously to going up to Jerusalem. 


VAGUE AND ERRONEOUS ON MANY 
DOGMATIC QUESTIONS 


The Catholic reader is painfully im- 
pressed by the vagueness of some of 
the most important doctrinal parts, 
particularly those where the author 
writes about Our Lady, the institution 
of the Holy Eucharist, and the Petrine 
texts. The annunciation to Mary is 
told very summarily. The angel’s 
gratia plena is rendered by “highly 
favoured,” with old Bengel’s fatuous 
comment, “non ut mater gratie sed ut 
filia gratie,” dragged in. Gratia plena, 
in fact, is made to refer to “the concep- 
tion of the Virgin-Mother (by the Vir- 
gin-Mother would be clearer), to the 
distinctive, divinely-given name, sym- 
bolie of the meaning of His coming... .” 
—rather than to Mary’s unique personal 
grace and holiness... How anxious those 
old Protestant die-hards are to keep Our 
Lady in her place! In his account of 
the marriage feast of Cana, the Protes- 
tant in him actually leads the author to 
suggest that Our Lady’s request was 
inspired by something not unlike pride: 
“He who could work a miracle was her 
Son and would do anything at her re- 
quest.” This “true earth-view, an 
earth-view that was the outcome of His 
misunderstood meekness and weakness, 
must now for ever cease.”’ 


REJECTS CATHOLIC TEACHING ON 
HOLY EUCHARIST 


As regards the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist, it is interesting to have the 
ritual of the Jewish Passover described 
by one so well qualified, but when he 
comes to the incident which, for the 
Christian, is the divine climax of the 
Last Supper, the author, in spite of the 
studied and after a time tiresome 


“reverence” of his language, evidently 
rejects the Catholic Church’s teaching 
on the subject. He grants indeed that 
the copula “is,” which would not occur 
in the words spoken by Christ Himself, 
cannot be regarded as the equivalent of 
signifies. On the other hand, he goes 
on, ‘“‘as little can it refer to any change 
of substance, be it what is called Tran- 
substantiation or Consubstantiation.” 
As for his own belief, this is what he 
writes: “This, received in the Holy 
Eucharist, conveys to the soul as re- 
gards the Body and Blood of the 
Saviour the same effect as the Bread 
and the Wine to the body—receiving of 
the Bread and the Cup in the Holy 
Communion is really, though spiritu- 
ally, to the soul what the outward 
elements are to the body: that they are 
both the symbol and the vehicle of 
true, inward, spiritual feeding on the 
very Body and Blood of Christ.” 
These are the author’s zpsissima verba, 
obscure and involved, and the use of 
capitals adds nothing to his vague and 
indeterminate view. Of the words of 
the institution he writes: “Most mys- 
terious words, yet most blessed mystery 
this of feeding on Christ spiritually and 
in faith . . . and ever since has this 
blessed Institution lain as the golden 
morning-light far out even in the 
Church’s darkest night—not only the 
seal of His presence and its pledge, but 
also the promise of the bright Day at 
His coming.” Stripped of the poetry, 
the paragraph cannot be construed as 
implying any presence of Christ other 
than a purely spiritual one, a presence 
that is realized solely by the faith of 
the believer, while in the act of eating 
a morsel of bread and taking a sip of 
wine, while calling to mind the Saviour’s 
last meal on earth. 

After such confusion of thought and 
expression the reader is not surprised by 
the equally unacceptable interpretation 
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of our risen Lord’s words to the as- 
sembled disciples: “Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost: whose sins you shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them, etc.” (John, xx. 
23), or by the explanation of the great 
Petrine text in Matt., xvi. The author 
roundly affirms that Christ’s words to 
Peter “could never have been intended 
as the foundation of so important a 
doctrine as that of the permanent su- 
premacy of St. Peter. But even if it 
were such, it would not follow that this 
supremacy devolved on the successor of 
St. Peter, nor yet that the Pope of Rome 
is the suecessor of St. Peter; nor is there 
even solid evidence that St. Peter ever 
was Bishop of Rome.”’ The last asser- 
tion dates the book, as I said when 
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quoting a simijar remark of Farrar’s. 

These grave defects, the fatal result 
of the author’s religious bias, lessen the 
reader’s confidence in his treatment of 
other matters of importance. But, in 
spite of this fact, the book may be con- 
sulted with profit. The work is proof 
of extraordinary diligence, and one 
readily believes that, as the author de- 
clares, it cost him much labor over 
many years. On the other hand, it 
would be a grave prevarication were 
one to say that the author has the gift 
of lucid exposition of his facts. The 
style is involved, the construction of 
the sentences clumsy, and the unctuous 
tone and studied archaism end by 
wearying the reader. 
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Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By S. ANSELM PARKER, 0O.S.B., M.A. 





Third Sunday after Easter 


General Setting of Paschaltide 


“*A little while, the disciples ask: ‘What can Jesus mean?’ ” (John, xvi. 10). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) A suitable theme for this season. 
(2) Universal presence of God; pagan ig- 
norance of it. 
(3) Presence of God in Old Testament his- 
tory. 


(4) Our Lord’s Incarnate life: among the 


multitude and in the midst of the 
Apostle s. ' 

(5) His imminent de parture. Yet, all will 
hy we il. 


Aiter accompanying Our Lord with 
gratitude and love through the valley 
of humiliation we have celebrated His 
glorious Resurrection. The spirit of 
Paschaltide speaks of life and joy: life 
abundantly, joy to the full, are Our 
Lord’s words. The refrain throughout 
the liturgy is the triumphant Alleluia. 
We may observe that the extracts from 
the Gospels on this and all the Sundays 
till Pentecost are taken from St. John’s 
account of the Last Supper. We must 
try to put together the narratives of all 
four Evangelists. Thus may we enter 
into the mind of Our Lord at that final 
gathering with His intimate friends, and 
also into the confused thoughts of the 
disciples. Our Lord said: “A little 
while,’ and also “I go back to My 
Father.” What, we may ask with the 
disciples, did He mean? He was there 


present as they had long known Him. 
He would go away. He would go else- 
where. He would come again. How 
would He come? Thus we are led to 
thoughts about His appearances during 
the forty days; then to His departure as 
the disciples gaze up on Ascension Day; 
then, later still, there would be another 
Coming at Pentecost. All these mys- 
teries we shall the more appreciate if 
previously we ponder over the many 
ways, ever becoming more intimate, in 
which the good God is present among 
His beloved creatures. 


UNIVERSAL PRESENCE OF GOD 
UNKNOWN TO PAGANS 


Let us proceed step by step on this 
and the following Sundays. First, then, 
we reflect that God, the Supreme Spirit, 
alone exists of Himself and, having cre- 
ated us out of nothingness, continues al- 
ways His presence by His essence and 
by His upholding power. We are en- 
tirely in His hands for every breath we 
take, the breath on which our life de- 
pends. But though He is in reality 
present at every moment, we reflect 
little upon His nearness. In ordinary 
life something is present in proportion 
as we grasp its presence. One deaf, 
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dumb, and blind may realize by the 
sense of touch. Without our senses 
everything is absent. On the other 
hand, the human eye makes present the 
details of a minute object, or maybe a 
distant landscape. This is still more 
true of our ideas. We make them a 
very part of ourselves. This truth of 
natural philosophy about objects being 
present will have its importance when 
we come to consider our attitude to- 
wards the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
In brief, a thing may be present really, 
objectively, yet (as we say) not present 
to us. 

This universal presence of God was 
true from the beginning among all the 
races of pagans. Yet, no one knew it. 
In fact, the human heart so stretched 
out for something visible, something 
tangible, that men invented gods and 
goddesses, beings for which they de- 
vised many myths. The most en- 
lightened philosophers, Aristotle and 
Plato, seeing indeed the beauty and 
harmony of created things, concluded 
that there must be some underlying in- 
telligent power—some world-soul. But 
pagans never rose to thoughts of a per- 
sonal God. St. Paul argued with the 
philosophers at Athens: “Your own 
poets have said that in Him we live and 
move and have our being.” And to 
other pagans: “God has not left Him- 
self without testimony, giving you rains 
and fruitful seasons.” Such were the 
vague glimmerings throughout the whole 
of paganism. God was in reality pres- 
ent everywhere, vet unrecognized. 


FIRST REVELATION MADE TO 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 


Therefore, the good God made great 
revelations to the race He had chosen; 
and we are much indebted to the Jews 
that they, and they alone, retained the 
truth of a God who is personal. He 
often chastized them when rebellious; 
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when faithful, He often manifested on 
their behalf His wonderful powers. The 
Old Testament is the centuries-long his- 
tory of God’s dealings with His chosen 
race. He so loved them that Moses 
could say: “No other nation is so great, 
that hath gods so nigh them, as our God 
is present to us.”’ Moreover there are 
several instances of theophanies, that 
is, mysterious divine appearances. We 
may mention one. When the Israelites 
were journeying through the desert to- 
wards the promised land, God ordered 
that His own tabernacle should be 
erected in the midst of their tents. This 
sanctuary, we are told, was overshad- 
owed by a cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night. They spoke of it as 
the glory of the Majesty of God. We 
recall also that, when Solomon dedi- 
cated the temple, this cloud of glory 
filled the whole building, and God said: 
“In this house will be My eyes, and 
My ears ever attentive to your peti- 
tions.” 

All this took place many generations 
before the Incarnation. As if God in 
His loving care longed to make Himself 
present and known in a visible manner 
among His people. 

GOD’S INCARNATE PRESENCE 

ON EARTH 

Now we go on to a special presence 
of God upon earth. Led by the events 
of their history and the foretelling of 
the prophets, the Jews looked forward 
to the coming of some great one sent 
by God—the Messiah. None could 
have guessed that this person would be 
God Himself in a human nature. This 
is the stupendous fact that marks the 
center of all the world’s history. The 
Word was made flesh and was taber- 
nacled amongst us. God was present, 
taking a part in our human affairs: with 
a mother, a birthplace; with all those 
circumstances which appeal to the 


QRERT IE Hee: 


SER rrr = 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 





How attractive are 
the pages of the Gospel accounts—the 


faculties of man. 


authentic eye-witness testimonies in a 
thousand incidents of what He said, 
what He did! Thus became manifested 
to us God Himself and His ways to- 
wards us. What a marvellous mystery, 
this Presence of His, True God and 
True Man, in our midst! 

We proeeed to a further thought. 
Christ loved indeed the multitudes in 


Palestine. He was verily the Good 
Shepherd. We read how they brought 


the sick from all the neighborhood to 
Capharnaum and He cured them all. 
Yet, when once and once only He made 
a great revelation and a promise, this 
fickle and unbelieving populace cried: 
“How can this man give us His flesh to 
eat?” And they all left Him. 


CHRIST’S INTIMATE LIFE 
WITH HIS DISCIPLES 


We observe, by way of contrast, that 
concerning the chosen twelve He said: 
“T call you apostles because I send you 
in My name and with My authority.” 
And later: “I will not call you disciples 
but My friends, because I make known 
to you all that I have heard from My 
Father.” And again: “To the multi- 
tude I speak in parables, but to you I 
make known the mysteries of the king- 
dom.” With them He lived on most 
intimate terms. They found Him their 
guide, their teacher, their father. No 
friend was so accessible, so full of sym- 
pathy and understanding as He. In 
brief, He was everything to them. 

If we can grasp what was the privi- 
lege of this presence during those three 


years, we may enter into their acute 
distress when it was brought home to 
them in the cenacle on that Thursday 
evening that He was about to leave 
them: “In a little while.” We need to 
ponder every detail of that most poig- 
nant gathering. The deep emotion of 
their Master, His tenderness, His sym- 
pathy, His encouragements: opening 
not only His heart but also His mind 
in making new revelations. He fore- 
saw not only the events of Good Fri- 
day, but with clear vision of all the 
ages He was making provision for us. 
The three Evangelists give but a brief 
narrative, but St. John devotes to the 
occasion no less than six chapters out 
of twenty-one of his Gospel. We can- 
not see the faces of these disciples, still 
less read the thoughts in their bewil- 
dered minds. Thus, we fail to gather 
why they ask this question or that. 
“Yet a little while,” they ask, and “what 
does Jesus mean?” 

Scholars themselves are in disagree- 
ment concerning the periods to which 
Our Lord refers. We need not concern 
ourselves; but this is clear. In the first 
place, His hour had come, and they 
would share in the common distress. 
Nevertheless, in the second place, all 
would be well. Yes, all would be well. 

On the Sundays that follow during 
the forty days until the Ascension—in- 
deed the fifty days—till Whit Sunday— 
we shall seek to penetrate more deeply 
into the new forms of the presence of 
God in store for the disciples and for 
us. Our appreciation will be the greater 
if we have pondered over the earlier 
and less intimate presences of God. 
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Fourth Sunday after Easter 


The Appearances During the Forty Days 


“Yet a little while and the world seeth Me no more; but you shall see Me because 
I live” (John, xiv. 19; efr. xvi. 16). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) Recapitulation: and lessons from last 
Sunday. 

(2) Our Lord’s appearances during the forty 
days were real. 

(3) The chief motive for these appearances; 
its great importance. 

4) A characteristic feature: Our Lord’s 
homeliness. 


The considerations we outlined last 
Sunday may produce great fruitfulness 
in our daily lives. There are quite a 
group of graces that come from realiz- 
ing the universal presence of God. We 
shall be thankful we have been singled 
out from millions of pagans who are 
ignorant of a personal Godhead. To be 
aware of His presence may prevent us 
from ever being guilty of sin. We kneel 
with reverence, if conscious of His pres- 
ence, even at our bedside. We shall 
pray with confidence, knowing that His 
Infinite Majesty will listen much more 
when we as children address Him as 
“Our Father.” Then again, what ar- 
resting thoughts come when we reflect 
on the Divine Providence which clothes 
so wonderfully the flowers and cares for 
the birds of the air! Surrounded by 
the supernatural, the horizon that is 
ours is not confined as it is to unbe- 
lievers. We should catch the whispered 
messages from on high: “By the vis- 
ible things of this world are made 
known the invisible.” We should be- 
come conscious of the hymn of praise 
from all created things. Recall the 
gaiety of St. Francis as he called upon 
his brothers and sisters, all God’s handi- 
work, to praise God with him. If, in 
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fine, we cultivated this Christian spirit, 
we should be the more prepared for fur- 
ther mysterious and deeper presences 
celebrated at the feasts of Pentecost 
and Corpus Christi. 


THE PRIVILEGE ENJOYED BY 
CHRIST’S CONTEMPORARIES 


Thus we learn from the universal 
Divine Presence inasmuch as He is God. 
But further. In Old Testament times 
He was regarded rather as God of the 
nation, not as the father of the indi- 
vidual soul. The Hebrews lived in the 
twilight till the Sun of Justice arose. 
Great was the privilege of those who 
lived with Our Lord in Palestine; yet, 
the multitude knew not that God Him- 
self dwelt in their midst. Though hang- 
ing upon His words, their enthusiastic 
following was rather a hankering after 
miracles. As Our Lord remarked: “You 
seek after food for the body.” Such 
was the multitude, ignorant of their 
privilege. As for the chosen twelve, 
only after two years, despite many and 
varied miracles and their daily compan- 
ionship, did Our Lord put the great 
question: “Who do you say that I am?” 
Even the faith displayed in their con- 
fession became so overclouded that they 
fled away at the crucifixion. After the 
Resurrection He must needs rebuke 
them for their dullness of heart and in- 
credulity. Once only in the Gospels do 
we find that most explicit and striking 
phrase, the exclamation of St. Thomas: 
“My Lord and My God!” Our own 
privileges are greater still. 
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SUCCESSIVE APPEARANCES OF 

OUR RISEN LORD 

So far, then, in considering the mys- 
teries of the divine presence we have 
seen the great advance in God’s con- 
descension to help the dull faculties of 
man. At this season it is fitting to 
pause that we may reflect on those in- 
termittent comings of Our Lord to se- 
lected souls during the forty days be- 
fore His Ascension. We may use them 
to illustrate two impertant points. 

We speak of His appearances, not 
apparitions. On Easter Sunday eve- 
ning the Apostles thought they saw a 
spirit. But Our Lord was present in 
His entire human nature: “‘See My 
hands and feet, that it is Myself. 
Handle and see, for a spirit hath not 
flesh and blood, as ye see Me to have.’ 
And He showed them His hands and 
His feet. And further He said: ‘Have 
you anything to eat?’ And they of- 
fered Him a piece of broiled fish and a 
honeycomb. And when He had eaten 
before them, taking, the remains He 
gave unto them.” Such is St. Luke’s 
narrative. But it is to St. John that 
we owe the episode of that challenge of 
Thomas Didymus: “Except I shall see 
in His hands the print of the nails and 
put my finger into the place of the nails 
and put my hand into His side, I will 
not believe.””. Then how Our Lord con- 
descended to second time: 
“Come put thy finger hither and see 
My hands. And bring hither thy hand 
and put it into My side. And be not 
faithless but believing.” So we hear 
Our Lord’s rebuke to Thomas and to 
all men: “Blessed are those that have 
not seen, yet have believed.” St. Au- 
gustine remarks that by the doubting 
of Thomas our doubts are healed. 


come a 


WHY WAS ASCENSION DELAYED 
FOR FORTY DAYS? 


Thus, then, did Our Lord appear in 


His glorified body. This leads us rever- 
ently to inquire into a mystery. Why 
did He choose not to ascend to His 
Father till after this period of forty 
days? Doubtless it was, in the first 
place, to convince the Apostles and the 
world more surely of the reality of His 
bodily Resurrection. Such is the bur- 
den of St. Peter’s sermons after Pente- 
cost. “We are foreordained witnesses,” 
he says, “to tell all of you this real 
truth.” St. Luke in introducing the 
Acts of the Apostles writes: “To those 
whom He had chosen, for forty days ap- 
pearing to them He showed Himself 
after His Passion by many proofs.” 
The thought underlies all St. Paul’s 
teaching in his Epistles. Not that he 
marshals proofs, but presupposes their 
already firm belief. To his Thes- 
salonian flock when they disputed about 
their own bodily resurrection, he 
showed how theirs and Our Lord’s 
stand or fall together. Christ is the 
first-fruits of our resurrection. “If 
Christ be not risen again, then our 
faith is vain and we are all deluded 
men.” 

Belief in the fact of Our Lord’s bodily 
resurrection is perhaps of greater 
moment in this new age when science 
oversteps its due boundaries than in 
all the encounters of the Church with 
heretics. For in past ages both the 
orthodox and heretics meant by the 
Resurrection a clear fact, but the mod- 
ern mind or temper of Modernism in- 
troduces a new acceptation of the word 
which may even subtly insinuate itself 
into the mind of the unwary Catholic. 
Moderns would make it mean some 
vague survival of Our Lord after death, 
something which science would accept— 
that pseudo-science which denies any 
miraculous fact. This shadowy, sub- 
jective tone of mind is rife outside the 
Catholie Church. This modern devel- 
opment would deny the fact of the 
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Ascension, as too the Assumption of 
Our Lady and the Virgin Birth. “By 
many proofs,” as St. Luke says, Jesus 
showed that “it is 1 Myself.”’ Our faith, 
our religion, is empty and vain; it is 
not Christian, as St. Paul says, “if 
Christ be not risen again.” The Resur- 
rection was God’s confirmation and 
guarantee of all the teachings of His 
Son, Our Lord. 


APPEARANCES PROOF OF 
CHRIST’S CONTINUED LOVE 


We may observe a further thought in 
Our Lord’s appearances. How He wins 
our affection by His homeliness! We 
might not have expected when He came 
in His glorified body those charming 
characteristics which He had shown 
during His daily life on earth. He 
came and stood in their midst, the doors 
being closed, in all the beauty of His 
natural self—save for those five sacred 
wounds, the trophies of His triumph of 
love. 

We are especially grateful to St. John 
for his detailed and graphic account 





of those six Apostles who, having fished 
all the night on the Lake of Gali- 
lee, espied Him standing on the shore. 
We hear Him hailing His companions. 
He even used a colloquial expression, 
one ill-translated either by the word 
“friends” or “children.” We see how 
He has made a fire of charcoal, and 
with bread and fish He is cooking the 
breakfast for them. There is a winning 
tenderness in these appearances when- 
ever, just as He wished, He made Him- 
self visibly present among them. And 
this lifts up our thoughts to heaven in 
great confidence, reminding us_ of 
St. Paul’s words: “What Jesus Christ 
was yesterday and is to-day, He re- 
mains forever” (Heb., xiii. 8). 

On another Sunday we shall develop 
the thought that in heaven Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is Man as well as God, 
ever present before the Father’s throne, 
our Mediator, ceasing not to make in- 
tercession for us. We shall show that 
all humanity shares in some way that 
presence of Him at the right hand of 
God. : 


Fifth Sunday after Easter 


Two Great Revelations 


“Now Thou speakest openly and speakest no proverb” (John, xvi. 29). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) Explicit teaching of Our Lord about 
the Blessed Trinity. 

(2) Real presence of Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

(3) Indwelling of the Holy Ghost, a Person, 
ts a reality. 

(4) The perspective and 
thoughts. 


sequence of 


We have been considering various 
ways in which God is present among 
the children of men. We also reflected 
on the proofs given for forty days of 
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the bodily resurrection of Our Lord— 
which is the corner-stone of the Chris- 
tian faith. The Church sets before us 
to-day another extract from St. John’s 
account of the Last Supper. This ac- 
count is but a digest of a long discourse 
of-Our Lord. There are difficulties in 
following the sequence of thoughts. 
Jesus had already spoken simple direct 
words about the greatest of mysteries. 
He had said: “Have I been so long a 
time with you, and have you not known 
Me? Philip, he that seeth Me seeth 
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the Father also. How sayeth thou: 
‘Show us the Father?’ Do you not be- 
lieve that I am in the Father and the 
Father in Me?” This He had said one 
day even to the Jews: “The Father and 
I are One.” Also He had previously 
made known to them that the Holy 
Spirit is a person, a revelation never 
made till this last gathering. To what, 
then, do the disciples refer? “Why now 
Thou speakest openly and no parable.” 
We shall leave difficulties to the scholars, 
and in adoration and thanksgiving re- 
flect on two great mysteries of God’s 
presence amongst us, made known on 
that Thursday evening. 


OUR LORD’S REAL PRESENCE 
IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 


First, then, is the Real Presence of 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
The abundant sacred thoughts must be 
left for you Catholics to ponder during 
the season of the Feast of Corpus 
Christi. Suffice now to say that this 
presence is the Mystery of Faith— 
words embodied in the Consecration at 
Mass. Our Lord resides in our midst, 
and most intimately in the personal 
reception of Holy Communion. He is 
there in both His Divinity and in His 
sacred humanity, though hidden under 
the sacramental veils—true God and 
true Man. In this presence there is no 
appeal to the human senses. We know 
because of His authentic word. The 
three Gospels narrate simply and briefly 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist; 
St. Paul at greater length in his Epistle 
to the Corinthians. In this the Apostle 
of the Gentiles is not offering proofs, 
since he is writing to those who already 
knew the teaching he had received from 
the Lord and also had delivered to them. 
(I Cor., xi). Our grasp is the grasp 
of faith, the best of all. As the pagans 
were ignorant of the universal presence 
of God and always many Christians in 


their daily life do not advert to it, so 
those outside the Catholic Church do 
not know of this new divine dispensa- 
tion. We may call it “the secret of a 
Catholic.” The altar and the taber- 
nacle, these are the center of our lives— 
the Action of the Mass and the objec- 
tive abiding Presence. The church is 
God’s house; and in whatsoever region 
we dwell, if the pristhood is there, there 
is Our Lord in His sacramental pres- 
ence, His home amidst our homesteads. 
Happily we find many Catholics who 
value this amazing privilege—those 
who miss no opportunity of the daily 
Mass, who frequently come to Him 
privately. There are others with little 
spiritual understanding. He _ leaves 
Himself in our hands. “Would that you 
knew the Gift of God,” once said Our 
Saviour. There are those who hold 
back from frequent Holy Communion 
because they esteem themselves un- 
worthy. Emphasis on unworthiness is 
a relic of that Jansenism which was 
met by the Church, especially by the 
clear statements and action of the Pope, 
Blessed Pius X. The truest respect to 
pay Our Lord is to follow His mind and 
purpose. Holy Communion is not the 
reward of the perfect, but the antidote 
to grave sin, the medicine against the 
daily wear and tear of contact with the 
world, the strength of our weakness, the 
source of life and vigorous health; as, 
too, it is the pledge of our inheritance. 


REVELATION AND PROMISE OF 
THE PARACLETE 


The thought of our unworthiness 
leads us to the second mystery, a revel- 
ation made also at the Last Supper. 
Who indeed is worthy, even the great- 
est saint? And therefore our Divine 
Benefactor has made a further pro- 
vision. He has given us a gift within 
ourselves. “I go away but I will come 
again.... I will send Another, the 
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Paraclete.... Indeed I tell you the 
truth: it is better for you that I go. 
If I go not, the Holy Spirit will not 
come.... My Father and I will send 
Him.” There is a significant point to 
observe. The three synoptic Evangel- 
ists narrate the institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament together with that 
allied mystery by which He gave them 
a share in His eternal priesthood: “Do 
ye this in commemoration of Me.” 
And obviously we would regard this as 
the central moment in the Last Supper. 
Yet, St. John omits all mention of it. 
In his Gospel, written long after and 
supplementing theirs, he had dwelt 
upon the revelation and promise after 
the feeding of the five thousand. This 
omission he now makes up for by giv- 
ing Our Lord’s long discourse about the 
Holy Ghost. And this we observe: 
that, when Jesus says “I will not leave 
you orphans but I will come again to 
you,” St. John’s reference is not to the 
Blessed Sacrament but to the presence 
of the Holy Ghost. “If anyone love 
Me, We will come”—that is to say, the 
Blessed Trinity—‘to abide within you.” 
How can we speak of this unfathomable 
mystery ! 

Our Lord had told them: “I have 
many things to say to you but you can- 
not bear them now.” Yet, He said 
much to cheer their failing hearts, and 
most particularly about the Paraclete, 
who would befriend them. There had 
been in the Old Testament many fore- 
shadowings of the Holy Spirit. The 
Messianic age was to consist in the 
outpouring of the Spirit of the Holy 
One of Israel. There should come One 
who was filled with this unction; as 
Isaias foretold: “The Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him” (Is., xi. 2). The 
divine records show how the coming 
of Our Saviour was due to Him, and 
times attributed all His 
Then, when the Holy 


Jesus many 
works to Him. 
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Ghost was sent, St. Peter in his sermon 
ascribes the gifts of Pentecost as the 
fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel: 
“And it shall come to pass in the last 
days (saith the Lord) I will pour out 
My Spirit upon all flesh.” But now at 
the Last Supper Our Lord makes known 
the full revelation: the Holy Ghost is 
a Person. 


THE INDWELLING OF THE 
HOLY GHOST 


This truth, with prayer and leisure, 
we must make our own. The Holy 
Ghost is God. He is the Third Person 
of the Blessed Trinity. Christians un- 
derstand that, while God as God is 
everywhere, a new and most stupendous 
fact took place at the Inearnation. 
Then the Second Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, the Word of God, was made 
flesh. Henee men knew this God’s 
presence in a wholly new and different 
nature. We are familiar with time and 
circumstances. Now, it would not be 
true to speak of the Incarnation of the 
Holy Ghost. He never took flesh, a 
human nature, as Jesus Christ was born 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Never- 
theless, at a definite moment, on the 
day of Pentecost, He was sent down 
from heaven, the Third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity. St. Paul writes of 
Him as the Spirit of our God (I Cor., 
vi. 11: efr. I Peter, iv. 14), the Spirit 
of His Son (Gal., iv. 6), the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ (Phil., i. 19). He came to 
abide on earth, in the Church, in the 
souls of men. 

Next Sunday it were best to be pre- 
paring for that personal and individual 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost, for the 
sanctification of each soul. Yet, in the 
meantime there comes next Thursday 
the Feast of the Ascension. Our eyes 
will be caught up with the Apostles to 
the Divine Presence in heaven, and we 
may inquire in what sense we too by 
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Our Lord’s Ascension, even now, par- 
ticipate in our union with God, looking 
forward to the Beatific Vision which is 
the consummation of our rich inheri- 
tance. 

Then later, on Whit Sunday, we may 
dwell on the Mission of the Holy Spirit, 
as it marks the birthday of the Church. 
For He is the author of unity, of in- 
fallible truth; the Giver of those many 
gifts which render it and its members 
so conspicuous In manifold fruitfulness. 
Then we may ponder over those out- 
ward manifestations which arrested the 
attention of the Jews—the mysterious 
tongues of fire and the mighty wind 
rushing, the miraculous gifts of speech. 
Still more the transformation in the 
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Apostles, from the spirit of cowardice 
to one of boldness and enthusiasm, to a 
joy in being counted worthy to suffer 
for the name of Jesus. And still more 
the marvellous fruit of their preaching 
in those mass-conversions and that ad- 
mirable fervor in the life of the early 
Christian community. Such is the evi- 
dence of history then and in all sue- 
ceeding generations. Our Lord’s work 
Now 
success could come. For the sending 
of the Holy Spirit is the fruit of His 
own coming in the Incarnation and 
of His death and Resurrection and 
Ascension. Thus, all mysteries 
their climax in this Paschal 


in His lifetime was incomplete. 


Season. 


Feast of the Ascension 
A Double Triumph 


“The Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God” 
(Mark, xvi. 19). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) Connection with former thoughts and 
events. 

(2) Meaning of the action at the Last Sup- 
per. 

(3) Our Lord’s personal triumph. 

(4) The scene on the Mount of Olives. 

(5) Our share in this triwmph. 


The Gospel selected by the Church 
for the eve of the Ascension is again 
taken from St. John’s account of the 
Last Supper. It gives the prayer which 
Our Lord made to the Heavenly Father. 
That prayer was said aloud that the 
disciples and we may understand many 
mysteries all linked together. Then 
to-day we have this brief narrative of 
St. Mark, namely, that He appeared to 
them when they were at table and that 
“the Lord Jesus after He had spoken 
to them was taken up to heaven.” We 


might be led to suppose from Mark’s 
account that the Ascension took place 
after Christ’s appearance on Easter 
Sunday evening. But, if we fit the 
four Gospels together, we find many 
mysteries involved—all that we have 
been considering on these Sundays be- 
tween Easter and Pentecost. But first 
we must go back in thought to the 
cenacle on Holy Thursday night. 


THE CENTRAL ACT OF THE 
LAST SUPPER 


We have seen that the central act in 
that last gathering of Our Lord and 
His disciples was the Institution of the 
Holy Eucharist. By this action Our 
Lord was dedicating Himself as Eternal 
Priest, to offer Himself as Victim, to 
restore the honor of His Father and to 
redeem mankind. For what was it 
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that made the Infinite Sacrifice of Cal- 
vary? Surely it was not the ill-treat- 
ment of men or the hatred of Jewish 
leaders. lt was our Redeemer’s free 
offering: “I lay down My life; I take 
it up again.” Foretold by Isaias, He 
was the Lamb that went to the slaugh- 
ter. The words of this consecration 
inaugurated the New and Eternal 
Covenant with men, sealed by His own 
Precious Blood. There would be no 
opportunity amidst the turmoil of Good 
Friday, when the Apostles even ran 
away, to reveal deep truths. There- 
fore, now in this last quiet hour in the 
circle of those chosen friends upon 
whom He depended for the foundation 
of His Church, He poured out all the 
love of His Sacred Heart and revealed 
a great mystery. Now He began what 
He completed on Calvary. There 
Mary His Mother, the Queen of 
Martyrs, saw Him bow His head in 
death, listening to His final words: 
Consummatum est (It is accomplished). 
Our Lord’s action and words at the 
Last Supper carry forward to that, the 
consummation of the work He had set 
out to do at the Incarnation. We shall 
notice the exact words of that wonder- 
ful prayer which as Priest He uttered 
aloud, revealing the intimacies of His 
mind: “Father, the hour has come. 
Glorify Thy Son that the Son may 
glorify Thee. I have glorified Thee on 
the earth. I have finished the work 
which Thou gavest Me to do.... And 
now glorify Thou Me, O Father, with 
Thyself with the glory which I had 
with Thee before the world was” 
(John, xvii. 1-5). 


THE ASCENSION CELEBRATES THE 
PERSONAL TRIUMPH OF CHRIST 


To understand, then, the glorious na- 
ture of the Ascension, we must first re- 
flect how Our Lord Jesus Christ had 
taken upon Himself the penalty of our 
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sins, the sins of the whole world. He 
had surrendered Himself freely and 
with the utmost love for His Father and 
for men to every form of suffering: 
both physical (we think of the scourg- 
ing and crowning with thorns) and 
mental sufferings (we think of the 
agony in the garden and the dereliction 
on the cross). We have not forgotten 
the mockery, the humiliation, crucified 
as He was between two maletactors. 
He, the Sovereign Lord, holding the 
keys of death and hell, died an appar- 
ent failure. All this remember; and 
then that it was He who for us, grateful 
and ungrateful alike, took the sting 
from death and robbed the grave of 
victory. The whole mystery cannot be 
more forcibly expressed than as St. Paul 
wrote to his flock at Phillippi: ‘His 
nature is, from the first, divine and yet 
He did not see in the rank of Godhead 
a prize to be coveted; He dispossessed 
Himself, and took the nature of a slave, 
fashioned in the likeness of men, and 
presenting Himself to us in human 
form; and then He lowered His own 
dignity, accepted an obedience which 
brought Him to death, death on a cross. 
That is why God has raised Him to 
such a height, given Him that name 
which is greater than any other name; 
so that everything in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth must bend 
the knee before the name of Jesus and 
every tongue must confess Jesus Christ 
as the Lord in the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil., ii. 6 sqq.). First came 
His voluntary humiliation, then His 
triumph. 


THE FINAL SCENE ON THE 
MOUNT OF OLIVES 


The first stage of His exaltation was 
the glorious Resurrection. To-day we 
greet His ultimate triumph. We may 
picture the earthly scene, apparently 
so humble and simple. We note the 
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place: on that Mount of Olives,. where 
lower down in the farm of Gethsemani 
He had wrestled for the souls of men. 
“Towards Bethania,” says St. Luke, 
“He led them.” But can we think of 
that heavenly counterpart? We can 
but adore. “Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard.” St. Luke in his Gospel is 
as short and confusing as St. Mark. 
Yet, this same writer in his Acts of the 
Apostles gives the detailed account you 
have heard to-day. Note the forty 
days, the proofs of His real self, the 
instructions about His kingdom, the 
Church. But more, mark this Evangel- 
ist’s words of Our Lord’s parting fare- 
well: “Wait for the Promise of the 
Father which you have heard (saith 
He) by My mouth.” “Stay you in the 
city till you be endued with power from 
on High.” And finally we may note 
St. Luke’s significant words in his Gos- 
pel: “And they adoring went back to 
Jerusalem with great joy.” At the 
temporary leave-taking they had been 
overcome with sorrow; now at His final 
departure we note their great joy. Evi- 
dently they had understood more of 
these mysteries. 


WE SHALL SHARE IN 
CHRIST’S TRIUMPH 


So much, then, for the Father’s Prom- 
ise and Our Lord’s personal triumph. 
The Church speaks of His admirable 
Ascension. How, we may ask with 
wonder, do we share in this mystery? 
After writing, “The Lord Jesus was 
taken up to heaven,” St. Mark adds 
great words: “He sitteth on the right 
hand of God.” This is our human way 
of speaking. It means that Our Lord 
is King of Heaven. King He is now 
by a double right. His is the glory He 
had before the world was; His is also 
the glory of conquest. A deeper 
thought: He has returned now as God- 
Man, our fellow-man, the second Adam, 


our Priest and Mediator, displaying His 
five sacred wounds as during the forty 
days. And a thought deeper still: the 
human race is now restored: “We are 
made heirs of God, joint-heirs with 
Christ Jesus.” The words, “In My 
Father’s house there are many man- 
sions, and I go to prepare a place for 
you” may concern the future. But 
what of the present? In every Mass 
we have, at the Offertory, a remarkable 
prayer: “By the mystery signified in 
the mingling of this water and wine, 
grant us to have part in the Godhead 
of Him who hath vouchsafed to share 
our manhood, Jesus Christ, Thy Son 
Our Lord, He who lives and reigns, God, 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

In the prayer before the Consecra- 
tion Proper to this Feast of the As- 
cension we have this: “Celebrating 
the most sacred day on which Our Lord, 
Thy only-begotten Son, established at 
Thy right hand in glory that frail na- 
ture of ours which He had assumed.” 
And in the Proper Preface of the Mass 
to-day is expressed the great truth: “It 
is right and just that at all times and 
in all places we should give thanks 
through Jesus Christ Our Lord, who 
after His Resurrection very openly 
showed Himself to all His disciples and 
in their sight was raised up to heaven 
in order” (note the words) “in order to 
give to us to be partakers of His God- 
head.” Thus, St. Paul could write to 
the Ephesians (ii. 4): “Our sins had 
made dead men of us, and God, in giv- 
ing life to Christ gave life to us too; 
it is His grace that has saved you, 
raised us up too, enthroned us too above 
the heavens in Christ Jesus. He would 
have future ages see, in that clemency 
which He showed us in Christ Jesus, 
the surpassing richness of His grace. 
How rich God is in mercy; with what 
an excess of love He loved us!” 
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No wonder the great Pope St. Leo 
cried: “OQ Christians, recognize your 
dignity.” So, we rejoice to-day in shar- 
ing personally in Our Saviour’s tri- 
umph. And, too, we with the Apostles 
look forward with great joy to the com- 
ing of the Promise this year again with 
His gifts according as our hearts are 
prepared. 


The prayer of the Church for you to- 
day is that of St. Paul’s for the Ephe- 
sians: “May your inward eye be en- 
lightened, so that you may understand 
to what hopes He has called you, how 
rich in glory is that inheritance of His 
found among the saints” (Eph., i. 18). 
We must find leisure to contemplate 
these mysteries of the Divine Presence. 


Sunday after the Ascension 


The Witnesses to Christ 


“When the Spirit shall come, He will glorify Me; He shall give testimony of Me; 


and you, too, shall be My witnesses” (John, xvi. 14, xv. 27). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) The mystery of the Blessed Trinity. 
(2) The province of the Holy Ghost: 

(a) concerning Our Lord; 

(b) glorification of Our 

through the Church. 
(3) Our responsibility in codperation with 
Him, as the power of God and a real 
Hence both confidence and 


Lord 


Person. 
joy. 


These, like many other words of Our 
Lord, are full of deep mystery. In a 
little while He would go away, yet will 
He come again. He is one with the 
Father, yet would He go back to His 
Father. He would send Another, yet 
in some way it would be the return of 
Himself. I will not leave you orphans 
but come again—words in reference to 
the Holy Ghost. The Father will send 
the Holy Ghost, yet “J will send Him 
from the Father.” As you have read 
to-dav: “He who proceeds from the 
Father, whom I will send in His name.” 
“The Holy Ghost will abide in you,” 
and again: “If any man love Me, We— 
the Blessed Trinity—will abide in him.” 
“When the Spirit of Truth shall come, 
He will teach you all truth; for He will 
not speak of Himself but what things 
soever He shall hear He shall speak. 
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He shall glorify Me because He sha‘] 
receive of Mine” (John, xvi. 14). By 
such phrases does Our Saviour raise a 
little the veil of the inner life of the 
Blessed Trinity and tell us of a new 
presence of God among us. The Holy 
Ghost is a real Person: one with God, 
yet distinct from Father and from Son. 
Such is the revelation made at the Last 
Supper. We adore this inscrutable mys- 
tery, made sure by the authoritative 
teaching of Jesus. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES 
GLORY TO CHRIST 


We shall to-day pick out two sayings. 
“The Holy Spirit will glorify Me; He 
will give testimony of Me, or be the 
witness what I was.”’ There is a double 
aspect of His activity in the person of 
Our Lord. The first concerns His life 
while on earth. In the discourse of 
Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth, to 
open His mission to His own people, He 
read the passage from Isaias: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me” (Is., 
Ixi. 1; Luke, iv. 18). And He then 
startles them by applying this Mes- 
sianie prophecy to Himself: “This day 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your midst.” 
Yes, here before them stood the Christ, 
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the Anointed One. His sacred human- 
ity was filled with the unction of the 
Holy Spirit. Frequently throughout 
His life Jesus attributed all His actions 
to this same Spirit. At last, on Holy 
Thursday, He declared that the work 
undertaken in obedience to His Father 
was finished. On Ascension Day He 
was rewarded by His final triumph, and 
now He is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, not only making interces- 
sion for us but in His person carrying 
all humanity, restored at length to 
God’s favor, into the midst of the 
heavenly places. 

The second activity of the Holy 
Ghost is now, after Pentecost, to glorify 
throughout the world Jesus, true God 
and true Man. For in His lifetime Our 
Lord humbled Himself. His whole 
‘areer seems to be summed up in the 
words: “Learn of Me because I am 
meek and humble of heart.” “I came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minis- 
ter.” “You rightly call Me Lord and 
Master,” and yet I wash your feet. He 
always spoke of Himself as the Son of 
Man, not as the Son of God. We may 
remind ourselves of that passage of 
St. Paul’s to the Phillipians, about Our 
Saviour’s humiliation and exaltation. 
After Pentecost this second work of the 
Holy Ghost would begin. Next Sunday 
will be considered in detail this event 
when He was broadeast to the world— 
a real coming paralled with the coming 
of God the Son in the Inearnation, defi- 
nite in time and place and with arrest- 
the birthday of the 
whieh Our Lord is the 
From the analogy of our 


ing circumstances 
Church of 
Founder. 
own human selves, body and soul, we 
may speak of the Holy Spirit as the 
soul of the Church. 

Our Lord in sending out His Apostles 
in His name and with His authority 
said: “All power is given Me in heaven 


and on earth. Going therefore teach 


all nations whatsoever I have com- 
manded you; and, behold I am with 
you till the consummation of the 
world.” He promised His presence, 
and yet we recall how St. Paul writes 
of “the Spirit of our God,” “the Spirit 
of His Son,’ “the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ.” All the fruitfulness of the 
Church is brought about by the out- 
pouring unction of the Holy Ghost. 
“Stay you in the city till you be endued 
with power from on High.” Witness 
that initial splendor of activity on 
Pentecost Day, the manifest change in 
the Apostles themselves and the won- 
derful results of their preaching. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE 
SOURCE OF ALL GOOD 


So it has always been in the Church 
throughout the ages. The Holy Spirit 
is the source of all good—the light of 
confessors, the strength of martyrs, the 
wisdom of teachers, the purity of vir- 
gins, the fervor of faithful believers, 
the sanctity of home life. By the be- 
stowal of countless and varied graces 
does He give testimony to the name of 
Jesus and bear witness to Him. 

“You, too, shall be My witnesses,” 
said Our Lord. What does He mean? 
The Chureh of Christ, the Bride of 
Christ, is perfect, without stain or blem- 
ish. Nevertheless, it is composed en- 
tirely of human beings, frail creatures. 
We must all receive, weleome and co- 
operate with the action of the Holy 
Spirit: He dwells within each member 
by sanctifving grace. This is a created 
gift, an ever-living gift, because the 
Uncreated Presence is within us. <A 
simple illustration may bring home this 
truth, which is of great importance. 
Were we in making an expedition to 
become exhausted with thirst, we should 
not be so unwise as to drink of a stag- 
nant pool by the wayside; we should 
search for a brook, for that is running, 
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flowing water and affords real refresh- 
ment. And why? Because it is joined 
up with, united and one with, its source. 
In the Creed we speak of the Holy 
Ghost as the Giver of Life. This mys- 
tery was prefigured by Jesus in His 
conversation with the Samaritan wo- 
man at Jacob’s well. Whilst she was 
thinking of wearisome journeys, His 
revealing words were: “If thou didst 
know the Gift of God, I would give thee 
The water I will give 
would become a fountain of water, 
springing up to eternal life.” And once 
again, on the last and great day of the 
crowded Festival of Tabernacles, Jesus 
stood and cried aloud: “If any man 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink, 
and from him shall flow rivers of living 
water.” To this episode which St. John 
narrates he adds: “Now this Jesus said 
of the Spirit which they should receive 
who believed in Him; for as yet the 
Spirit was not given because Jesus was 
not yet glorified” (John, vii. 39). 
Here, then, is the Living Source with- 
in us. There is something amiss— 
surely something for which each is per- 
sonally responsible—if it is not ever 
active, energizing, even overflowing. 
We members of Christ’s Mystical Body 
each have a work assigned, an individ- 
ual vocation. St. Paul mentions divers 
gifts but the same Spirit working all in 
all. Each one has, like every member 
of the human organism, a particular 
function, differing from all the others, 
but each with a necessary part to play 
in the life and. healthiness of the whole. 
The Holy Spirit is the power of God; 
but in the Creed we call Him also “the 
Lord.” He is a person, indwelling, 
making even our bodies His temple. 
The best way of realizing His Personal- 
ity is to contemplate certain visible 
facts: first, all that Our Lord was in 
the life of the Apostles; then next, with 
what distress they were filled at His 


living water. 
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approaching departure; and finally, all 
those words of encouragement of Our 
Lord about that other Paraclete who 
would befriend them. 

What, then, must we do? We must 
never grieve Him by sinfulness (Eph., 
iv. 30), nor by being inattentive to His 
We must, too, give Him our 
confidence. It is He that beareth wit- 
ness (I John, v. 6). What encourage- 
ment Our Lord’s words inspire: ‘“What- 
soever you ask the Father in My name 
that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in His Son” (John, xiv. 13)! 
He not only gives us access to the 
Father (Eph., ii. 18), but it is He who, 
when we know not how to pray, inter- 
cedes for us with ineffable yearnings 
(Rom., vill. 26). It is He who teaches 
us all things, yes, the deep things of 
God (I Cor., ii. 10). 

Moreover, when we seek, as we zeal- 
ously should, to spread Christ’s king- 
dom—for we too must be witnesses to 
Our Lord—by means of those special 
gifts received in Confirmation, we are 
emboldened by Our Lord’s promise to 
the Apostles in times of stress: “When 
they shall deliver you up, take no 
thought how and what you speak, for it 
is not you that speak, but the Spirit 
of your Father that speaketh” (Matt., 
x. 20). And therefore St. Luke narrates 
how the Apostles spoke as the Spirit 
gave them utterance (Acts, 11.4). With 
our great privilege we have corre- 
sponding responsibilities. But with 
this there is conjoined another thought. 
In doing manfully our part there should 
be real joy, sharing with the Apostles 
on Ascension Day. St. Paul writes: 
“The Spirit assures our spirit that we 
are the children of God” (Rom., viii. 
16); and St. Peter writes: “By our 
Lord Jesus Christ God hath given us 
most great and precious promises, that 
by these you may become partakers of 
the Divine Nature” (IT Peter, i. 4). 
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Service in the Parish and in 
the Priesthood 


By PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


"Ts AuTHoRS of Service? tell the 
high school student that his parish is a 
center, a most important center of 
Christian life. They make it clear to him 
that his education places upon him the 
obligation of being a model member of 
his parish. “You can best bring Him to 
be in you if you go and seek Him in the 
place where He dwells with you; that is, 
in your parish church where you receive 
the Sacraments, participate in offering 
sacrifice to God, and are taught divine 
truth by your pastor.” The Christian 
is heeding the admonition of St. Paul 
when he labors for the closest unity in 
the body of believers. The members of 
the Church, says St. Paul, must have 
sare for one another. “In the organic 
life of the parish this unity is possible. 
It is this same Holy Spirit of truth and 
love that has prompted the Church 
throughout the centuries to establish 
parishes in all the countries of the world 
in which the graces of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation may bear fruit.” It is of 
the Holy Spirit that St. John says: “You 
shall know Him, because He will dwell 
with you, and be in you” (John, xiv. 16— 
17). Confirmation is previously spoken 
of (in Unit One) as the Sacrament that 
gives strength for service. “By the 
chrism of Confirmation,” writes Pope 
Pius XII, “the faithful are given added 
strength to protect and defend the 


* Service. Religion Essentials Series. Book 
IV. By Ellard-Burns (Loyola University 
Press, Chicago, 1951). 


Church, their mother, and the faith she 
has given them.” St. Thomas tells us 
that in Confirmation the Christian re- 
ceives power to do those things which 
pertain to spiritual combat with the 
enemies of the faith. When the Holy 
Spirit is given to us in Confirmation, 
He manifests His presence in a new way 
in and towards that soul. 


THE BOND OF UNITY IN 
EARLY CHRISTIAN GROUPS 


If the very earliest groups of Chris- 
tians were not parishes in the strictly 
canonical sense, it is still true to say that 
the great unity and charity of these first 
gatherings are models for our parishes. 

The believers were of one heart and 
one soul; they possessed nothing as their 
own, but had all things in common; 
distribution was made to each according 
to need. Small wonder that their pagan 
neighbors marvelled at their spirit of 
charity: “See how these Christians love 
one another!” 

It was some centuries before these 
early groups of Christians were organ- 
ized in the parish form that we know as 
having (1) a fixed territory, (2) Catho- 
lies living therein as members, and (3) 
a resident pastor. The parish unit be- 
came the channel of the Holy Spirit, 
the Mystical Body in miniature, and the 
cell of Catholie Action. In the parish 
we have a living organism in which all 
Catholies living within its confines are 
equally members. Throughout the 
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Middle Ages we find strong parish life. 
The members worked for the wellbeing 
of one another, and they made the par- 
ish church the very center of their life. 
There they realized their greatest joys; 
there they came for comfort in their 
sorrows. Their Offertory processions 
were a symbol of their dedication of 
themselves and their goods. United in 
their Christian charity, they undertook 
to build the great cathedrals coépera- 
tively; these magnificent temples stand 
to-day as a tribute to their genius and 
their charity. The religious revolution 
of the sixteenth century took its toll 
even amid the body of believers. Indi- 
vidualism, the selfish seeking of one’s 
own interests, blighted the parish ideal. 
The individualist betrayed his selfish 
spirit in some such declaration as this: 
“IT say my prayers and receive the 
Sacraments often enough; I pay my 
way. What more can be expected?” 
There is no love for one’s neighbor in 
a statement of this kind. Without 
Christian love that seeks the welfare of 
one’s neighbor, there can be no living 
parish. The graduates of our Catholic 
high schools are to be models of Chris- 
tian living in the parish of which they 
are members. They should prize their 
opportunity of making an offering of 
themselves to God in union with Christ 
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


THE PARISH IS MYSTICAL BODY 
IN MINIATURE 


The parish is the Mystical Body of 
Christ in miniature. “It is the smallest 
official unit of that complete organic 
body, the Church, of which Christ is 
the head and of which we are the mem- 
bers. The glorifying and building up 
of this body of Christ is accomplished 
by our codperation with the Holy Spirit, 
who inspires, vivifies, and guides the life 
of the parish.” 
hood of the 


Through the brother- 


Church established by 
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Christ all are joined together under their 
pastors, who represent their bishops, 
who in turn represent the Pope, the 
Vicar of Christ on earth. All are “mem- 
bers one of another”; there is no place 
for individualism. In very truth, the 
parish is the Christian supernatural 
family. The child is admitted to this 
family through baptism; he should be 
baptized, therefore, in the parish in 
which he lives. Later he receives other 
Sacraments in his parish church, and 
there he participates in the corporate 
worship of Almighty God. His own 
pastor brings him the final Sacrament of 
rebirth, Extreme Unction, and if death 
follows he performs over him the fun- 
eral rites of the Church. 

Loyal Catholics use the beautiful 
title, Holy Mother Church, to show that 
they realize the loving care given them 
in this supernatural family. In every 
crisis of their lives, Mother Church 
stands ready to help them. This love 
and service is based on more than mere 
natural wisdom. It is Christ’s own 
plan; it is divine. When we are born 
again of water and the Holy Spirit, we 
are made members of Christ and of one 
another in Christ. We join the Mysti- 
‘al Body of Christ. 


DIOCESE AS LARGER DIVISION 
OF THE MYSTICAL BODY 


The next step in the organization of 
the Church is the diocese. All parishes 
and all religious institutes in the area 
set off as a diocese are dependent upon 
the bishop as the source of the divine 
life of the Church.’ As a successor of 
the Apostles, he governs his territory 
under the authority of the Roman 
pontiff. The bishop serves the entire 
Church, but he gives special care to the 
flock entrusted to him. He performs 
many functions for the faithful under 
his direction; they in turn must rever- 
ence him and cooperate with him. The 
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dioceses of the Catholic world united 
under the Holy Father make up the 
City of God on earth. The family, the 
parish, and the diocese are not separate 
communities, but are essentially one 
with the one, holy, Catholic, and Apos- 
tolie Church. No understanding Catho- 
lic can consistently take an individual- 
istic attitude, for he belongs to the 
Mystical Body of Christ. 


CLOSE UNION BETWEEN PASTOR 
AND HIS FLOCK 


The authors of Service devote a num- 
ber of pages to an outline of the close 
relationship between a pastor and the 
members of his parish. The union be- 
tween a pastor and his parishioners is so 
close that he becomes in very truth the 
father of their spiritual life. Canon 
law puts him under many obligations 
towards his spiritual children, and they 
in turn should accept his ministrations 
as from their father in Christ. If he is 
strictly required to offer Mass for them 
on certain days, surely they should 
participate with him in offering the 
parochial sacrifice. This is but one 
illustration of the closeness of the bond 
that exists between the head and the 
members of this spiritual family, the 
parish. If he is obliged to expound to 
them the word of God, they should give 
docile attention to his teaching and in- 
struction. As we have seen, the minis- 
trations of Holy Mother Church comes 
to us through the hands of the pastor, 
our spiritual father in Christ. It is one 
of the great privileges of membership 
in the Mystical Body that the member 
can accept of these ministrations, and he 
must never forget that his greatest 
privilege is “the joy of giving and shar- 
ing in the family sacrifice and banquet 
at the altar table around which the 
father gathers his children.” 

This supernatural family of the par- 
ish draws us together as closest neigh- 
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No line of nationality, color, 
creed, or social standing can be per- 
mitted to stand in the way of this inti- 
mate relationship. It follows from the 
principle, “action follows being,” that 
we must cultivate a Christlike love of 
our neighbor if we wish to show truly 
in our actions that we love him. A 
Christlike respect and consideration will 
mark our every contact with this neigh- 
bor of ours in Christ. Only by being 
other Christs are we made capable of 
this Christlike love. Christlike love 
meets the challenge of every difficulty. 
and becomes the wellspring of Christ- 
like action. Our understanding partici- 
pation in the Church Year with its con- 
stant emphasis on the loving Christ is 
the best guarantee that we will follow 
His example. The Sunday Gospels are 
a textbook in Catholic Action. Christ 
gives the layman the duty of codperat- 
ing with the parish priest in the building 
up of the parish both spiritually and 
temporally. Christ reminds His dis- 
ciples that they will be known as His 
disciples only if they have love for one 
another. This brotherly love is the test 
of a parish’s being in truth a miniature 
of His Mystical Body. The relation- 
ship that binds the members of a parish 
together is truly a blood relationship, 
a blood relationship that Christ has 
purchased. 


bors. 


PARISH AS A CELL IN 
CATHOLIC ACTION 


In this cell of Catholic Action, the 
parish, many activities are possible. 
All should take part in the activities 
that promote the worship of God in the 
parish. Every member can contribute 
to the majesty of God’s service at least 
through devout participation. Those 
who have superior knowledge in the field 
of art, for instance, can guide others in 
building and furnishing the church in 
a manner befitting the house of God. 
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The attentive reading of such a book 
as “The Church Edifice and Its Ap- 
pointments” would qualify one to guide 
others in selecting correct materials and 
equipment for the church. If one can 
do no more, he fulfills his obligation in 
this field through the offering of finan- 
cial aid. Among those who make an 
offering of self in the promoting, of the 
worship of God, first place must be 
assigned to the acolytes, whose reverent 
and intelligent action adds to the dig- 
nity of the sacred rights and stirs devo- 
tion in those present. Ushers, church 
committee members, custodians of the 
altars, and others who serve in and 
around the sanctuary, serve the Lord in 
no mean capacity. “A Mary-like girl 
or woman should consider herself 
blessed if permitted to sweep, dust, and 
scrub the house of God.” 


ROLE OF PARENTS IN 

CATHOLIC ACTION 

Next among the avenues of Catholic 
Action is service to the family. The 
privilege of procreation is great, but 
that of codperating with God in giving 
children the fullness of life in Christ is 
greater. In no other circle are the possi- 
bilities of mutual edification so marked 
as in the circle of the family. The Con- 
fraternity of Christian Mothers can- 
not fail to deepen a mother’s under- 
standing of the dignity and importance 
of her work. A proper concept of the 
dignity of Christian marriage is basic 
to an appreciation of God’s sacred plan 
in perpetuating the human race. No 
married couple, old or young, can fail 
to be thrilled at the scriptural assurance 
that the union of man and wife is like 
the union of Christ and His Church. 
A Christian reverence for this institu- 
tion of God will prevent the believing 
Christian from tampering with its pri- 
mary purpose. No effort of Christian 
brotherhood is too great to guard young 
couples in particular against the vicious 
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sophisms that would set at naught the 
purpose of God in the institution of 
marriage. Each Christian is his 
brother’s keeper, and the precept of 
fraternal correction has behind it the 
sanctions of the Divine Lawgiver. In 
our senior textbook in religion many de- 
vices that will contribute to the welfare 
of the family are recommended to those 
who wish to make use of them. 


HELPING PARENTS TO TAKE 
CARE OF CHILDREN 


“Suffer the little children to come unto 
Me,” are words of Christ addressed to 
all Christians. The soul of each child 
is a trophy of His Passion. The in- 
structed Catholic feels instinctively that 
he should aid parents in caring for their 
children when necessary, and even ad- 
monish those parents who are remiss in 
this work. It may devolve upon a 
next-door neighbor to counsel parents 
who neglect to instruct their children in 
the precious preschool years. Many 
parents are prone to defer all moral and 
spiritual formation until the child can 
be turned over to the teachers of the 
school. Equally guilty is the parent 
who deliberately gives preference to 
a secular school in the education of his 
children, no matter at what level. 
Nor do we overlook the need for a 
Christian leisure-time and recreation 
program. “No parish is so poor,” writes 
Sister M. Anne Burns, “but that the 
parishioners could, through use of the 
money spent in commercial leisure-time 
pursuits, make available a simple place 
where young people might meet their 
friends for some organized program of 
games, singing, and crafts at least a 
few times a week .... If our parishes 
are to know the organic strength and 
unity possible for those who are truly 
‘members of members’ of the Body of 
Christ, we must play together as well 
as pray together.” 
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APOSTOLIC ACTIVITIES 

OF THE LAITY 

God expects all to work for the spread 
of the truth in accord with their talents. 
Those blessed with a Catholic education 
-an do much to carry out Our Lord’s 
injunction to teach men all things that 
He has commanded. The Catholic who 
knows, and knows that he knows, can 
be an apostle; frequently he has the 
opportunity to speak in circles that 
persons of superior knowledge can 
rarely approach. Circumstances may 
afford any adult Catholic a brilliant 
chance to take the first step in the con- 
version of a neighbor. Catholic evi- 
dence guilds call frequently upon adult 
Catholics to talk from the rostrum, and 
no Catholic should be unprepared to 
give an account of the faith that is in 
him. A wider field than his own parish 
may open up for one who is prepared 
to speak in season and out of season. 
Those who fear to speak can help in 
this work through financial contribu- 
tions to evidence guilds, to Catholic in- 
formation centers, to mission groups, 
and, best of all, to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. The edifying 
life and words of a neighbor have fre- 
quently led young boys and young girls 
to enter upon a life of sacrifice in the 
cause of Christ. Every parishioner 
should feel it his duty to bend the 
thoughts of the young towards a re- 
ligious vocation. The parish that is 
generous to God’s cause will share in 
some degree in the hundredfold bless- 
ing promised to those who leave all to 
follow Him. 

The care of the poor is the fifth 
activity recommended to those devout 
Christians who wish to “restore all 
things in Christ.” Christ promises eter- 
nal life even for a cup of water offered 
in His name. When He tells us, “the 
poor you have always with you,” He is 
marking out for us a way of salvation. 
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Christian almsgiving sanctifies him who 
gives and him who receives. Only too 
frequently do Catholics of leisure fritter 
away their time in meaningless pursuits. 
“Everyone who wants to follow Christ 
should search out opportunities when 
he can give himself with his alms by 
some personal service.” The example 
of St. Vincent de Paul and of the saintly 
Frederic Ozanam is an inspiration to all 
men to serve in an organized way the 
needy of their parish. 


THE CHRISTIANISING OF 
PUBLIC LIFE 


The Christianizing of publie life is 
the sixth and final activity recom- 
mended by our author and graphically 
represented in the textbook through the 
drawing of a parish service wheel. All 
moral transformation must begin with 
the regeneration of the individual. 
There is no measuring the moral power 
of a parish wherein all individuals are 
intent on living an intensely spiritual 
life. The influence of such a parish 
reaches far beyond its own boundaries; 
it affects even the public life of the 
members and the public life of all those 
with whom they come in_ contact. 
Christ commanded even those who 
would trap Him in His speech to render 
to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s. 
He told His people to pay the taxes, 
and on one occasion He even worked a 
miracle to provide payment of a tax. 
But His followers cannot forget the 
second part of this command: “Render 
to God the things that are God’s.” The 
loyal obedience of the early Christians 
to this command converted the world 
to Christ. What they did we must do 
in the public life that surrounds our 
parish. Catholic boys and girls gradu- 
ating from our Catholie high schools 
can exercise and must exercise a bene- 
ficent influence on the public life of 
their community. In a very true sense, 
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they are a leaveh of regeneration and of 
life. 

The student who designs his life in 
accord with the counsel presented in 
Unit Three will be without doubt a 
sterling Catholic, filled with the zeal of 
the early Christians and seeking in all 
things the glory of God. Unit Four 
takes up a problem that looms large in 
the thinking of the high-school gradu- 
ate—the choice of his career in life. 
The Catholic Church invites every 
Catholic young man in senior year to 
think of the career of ambassador of 
Christ. Youth is filled with the desire 
to achieve. The Church appeals to 
this desire of achievement by offering 
commissions as ambassadors to all who 
meet her requirements. It is highly im- 
portant that every Catholic youth be 
counselled to give due consideration to 
his own possible acceptance of the post 
of ambassador of Christ. Christ’s am- 
bassador represents Him to all human- 
ity; he rejoices in the threefold power 
of Christ: to teach, to sanctify, and to 
govern. Christ gives this sanction to 
His ambassador’s work: “He who hears 
you, hears Me” (Luke, x. 16). Exer- 
cising the same offices that were exer- 
cised by Christ, the priest merits the 
title of spiritual “Father” of the faith- 
ful. Everywhere they turn to him for 
succor and for increase of sacramental 
life. The 
Church depends upon the priest—the 
Church Militant, the Church Suffer- 
ing, yes, even the Church Triumphant. 
Only through the priest can they offer to 
God the perfect homage of the Mass. 
Belonging to Christ, the priest is set 
apart to carry on the work of sanctify- 


and supernatural entire 


ing the Mystical Body of Christ, and the 
Church herself even dares to call him 
another Christ. 
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COMMISSION AND PRIVILEGE 

OF THE PRIESTHOOD 

His commission is clear from the 
words of St. Paul: “Every high-priest 
taken from among men is appointed for 
men in the things pertaining to God. 
that he may offer gifts and sacrifices 
for sins” (Heb., v.1). In the ceremony 
of ordination he is told “to sacrifice, to 
bless, to guide, to preach, and to bap- 
tize.” When he celebrates Mass, he 
offers the Perfect Sacrifice of the New 
Law of which the sacrifices of the Old 
Law were merely figures and fore- 
shadowings. All members of the Mysti- 
cal Body receive graces from Christ 
chiefly through the Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Acting in Christ’s name and in 
Christ’s place, the priest is a very spe- 
cial member of the Mystical Body, 
privileged to repeat day after day the 
action 


grandest ever wrought upon 
-arth. The minister of Christ receives 


from Him the power to give new life 
to souls in the Sacrament of Baptism, 
and thus becomes the spiritual father of 
the baptized person; he blesses the mar- 
riages of Catholic men and women 
piously designing to people the King- 
dom of Christ upon earth; through the 
authority and the merits of Christ, the 
priest as the ambassador of Christ for- 
gives sins in the Sacrament of Penance 
and restores dead souls to life. It is the 
priest’s high privilege to minister to the 
faithful the body and blood of Christ 
as their food; to prepare little children 
for their first Communion and older 
children for the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation; to preach the truth of Christ 
in his pulpit and in the classrooms of 
schools and colleges; to give the last 
rights to the dying Christian and pre- 
pare him for his passage into eternity; 
and to consign the dead body to the 
grave, and to comfort and counsel those 
who remain lest they sorrow as those 
who have no hope. 
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The priest must be a man of prayer, 
for as a leader in the Mystical Body of 
Christ he continues Christ’s life of 
prayer. He is to be a lamp burning and 
shining with learning, with zeal, with 
purity, and with love. In a very real 
sense, the presence of the priest is the 
presence of Christ dwelling in the midst 
of His brethren. New steward of the 
mysteries of God, he is Christ’s am- 
bassador endowed with unbelievable 


power and dignity. He is specially 
chosen to live with Christ, to be another 
Christ. “My God, what a life!” 
Lacordaire, “and it is yours, O priest of 
Jesus Christ.” 


We have summarized Fr. Ellard’s 


writes 


chapter on the life of the ambassador of 
Christ. 


Four he will counsel the aspiring candi- 


In a second chapter of Unit 


date in the matter of his vocation. 
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Roman Documents 


By FRANCIS B. DONNELLY, S.T.L., J.C.D. 





The Nocturnal Paschal Vigil 


In the May, 1951, issue of Tor Re- 
VIEW (pp. 738-741), its readers were 
provided with a summary of the noc- 
turnal paschal vigil, which local Ordi- 
nariles were authorized to allow as an ex- 
periment on last Holy Saturday even- 
ing. The Holy See is convinced that 
the experiment merits further trial. 
Therefore, the faculty granted to local 
Ordinaries to sanction this nocturnal 
vigil has been extended for three years, 
and in addition new regulations have 
been issued to clarify its practical ob- 
servance and certain of its rubrics have 
been amended. The text of the new 
Decree of the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites and of its accompanying norms 
is to be found in a revised edition of the 
Ordo Sabbati Sancti: Quando Vigilia 
Paschalis Instaurata Peragitur (editio 
altera), which has been issued recently 
by the Vatican Press. The new Decree 
reads as follows: 


“The restored paschal vigil, allowed 
by a Decree of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites under the date of Feb- 
ruary 9, 1951, for a year and by way 
of experiment, and to be celebrated 
at the option and according to the 
judgment of local Ordinaries, was, 
despite the shortness of time, cele- 
brated in very many _ dioceses 
throughout the world, and indeed 
with the greatest success. 

“Indeed, many local Ordinaries, 
who made use of the aforesaid fac- 
ulty, have sent to this Sacred Con- 
gregation the report requested re- 
garding the celebration of this paschal 
vigil, praising greatly the restored 


rite, making reference to the abun- 
dant spiritual fruits derived there- 
from, and asking finally that the fac- 
ulty of celebrating this vigil be ex- 
tended further. 

“Some local Ordinaries, however, 
having heard the reports of pastors, 
did not fail to make mention also of 
certain difficulties and the doubts 
which occurred in celebrating the re- 
stored rite; with the intention indeed 
that the difficulties would be over- 
come and the doubts settled by the 
Holy See through suitable provisions. 

“Our Most Holy Lord, Pope Pius 
XII, ordered that the special Com- 
mission of experts, which prepared 
the rite of the paschal vigil, should 
subject the aforesaid reports to care- 
ful study. This Commission, indeed, 
having discussed and weighed every- 
thing fully, came to the conclusion 
that the faculty of celebrating the 
restored paschal vigil should be con- 
firmed and extended for three years, 
if it would please His Holiness; cer- 
tain regulations and changes in the 
rubrics were appended. 

“Finally, at the report of the Car- 
dinal Pro-Prefect of the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites, His Holiness 
deigned to approve the regulations 
and changes in rubrics which follow 
for the optional celebration of the re- 
stored paschal vigil, according to the 
judgment of local Ordinaries, for 
three years. The liturgical issuance 
of the rite and rubrics of this sacred 
vigil remains reserved to the Holy 
See. 

“All contrary things notwithstand- 
ing.” 

January 11, 1952 
C. Card. Micara, 
S.R.C. Pro-Prefect. 
A. Carinci, 

L+s§ S.R.C, Secretary. 
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New Dhirectives—The new general 
‘ordinances or regulations surrounding 
the observance of the nocturnal paschal 
vigil are intended to show how it is to 
be adapted to the prevailing general law 
and to existing circumstances. It will 
suffice if these norms are summarized 
under their various headings. 

I. Preparation.—It is deemed advis- 
able that the faithful be prepared by 
suitable instruction during the season 
of Lent to participate properly and 
fruitfully in the new rite, and above all 
in the solemn renewal of their baptismal 
promises. Furthermore, for the occa- 
sion itself, everything necessary should 
be done to ensure a devout and worthy 
celebration of the vigil, especially 
through the proper instruction of the 
ministers and other servers. 

Il. Hour of Celebration—The vigil 
should begin at a time which would per- 
mit the celebration of the Paschal Mass 
at approximately midnight. However, 
if the local Ordinary deems that serious 
publie reasons prevent the celebration 
of the vigil in certain churches at the 
time prescribed, he may in view of the 
circumstances allow the services to be 
anticipated in such places, but not 
earlier than 8 o’clock in the evening. 

III. Rite—Whenever sacred min- 
isters are available, the vigil must be 
celebrated solemnly, that is, with dea- 
con and subdeacon; but where they are 
lacking, the ceremony will be governed 
by special rubrics now provided for 
such a case (these are given throughout 
the ceremonial in italicized print). It 
is to be noted that the new ceremonial 
may be used only for an evening serv- 
ice. Wherever the Holy Saturday 
liturgy is celebrated in the morning, 
the order of the Roman Missal must be 
followed. 

IV. Rubrical Notes.—The lettering 
to be sculptured on the paschal candle 
may be traced out in advance by color 
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or other visible means. It is permis- 
sible to adorn the vessel of baptismal 
water in a suitable manner. During the 
singing of the Exsultet and the renewal 
of the baptismal promises, it is proper 
that the candles held by the clergy and 
faithful be lighted. Finally, wherever 
the new paschal vigil is kept, it will 
not be necessary to have anything else 
on the Vigil of Pentecost but the Mass 
of that day. 

V. Certain Canonical Provisions.— 
(a) A priest who celebrates the Vigil 
Mass may celebrate Mass again the 
next morning, and even a second or a 
third Mass, if he enjoys a faculty for 
such. This concession was formerly 
only impiied. The celebrant must ob- 
serve the Eucharistic fast from 10 
o’clock in the evening if celebrating at 
midnight, and from 7 o'clock in the 
evening if the vigil ceremony and Mass 
are anticipated before midnight. The 
next day the celebrant of the Vigil Mass 
may take something per modum potus 
up to one hour before his morning Mass, 
without detriment to any faculty al- 
ready possessed. 

(b) The faithful who assist at a mid- 
night Vigil Mass satisfy their obliga- 
tion for the feast of the Resurrection. 
If they receive Holy Communion at 
this Mass, they may not do so again the 
next morning. On the other hand, the 
reception of Holy Communion, when 
an anticipated vigil is allowed by 
the local Ordinary, would not exclude 
reception again the next morning, but 
it is presupposed that Holy Commun- 
ion was not received Holy Saturday 
morning. In other words, the law that 
Holy Communion may be received only 
once a day must be adhered to rigor- 
ously. Further, according to the gen- 
eral law, Holy Communion is to be dis- 
tributed only during Mass and immedi- 
ately following it. Finally, the faith- 
ful who receive Holy Communion at a 
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midnight Vigil Mass must observe the 
Eucharistic fast from 10 o’clock in the 
evening, and they must observe it from 
7 o'clock in the evening if they receive 
Holy Communion during a vigil that is 
anticipated with the due permission of 
the local Ordinary. 

V1. Practical Directives — (a) Where 
the custom prevails of blessing homes 
on Holy Saturday itself (with the newly 
blessed water), provision should be 
made to transfer this ceremony to a 
more suitable time. Wherever it is the 
practice for the faithful to go to con- 
fession in great numbers on Holy Satur- 
day evening, the pastor should advise 
his parishioners against coming all on 
the same day and make provision for 
the confessions to be heard over several 
days. Both these recommendations are 
intended to meet the main practical ob- 
jections voiced by parish priests against 
the introduction of the new rite. 

(b) Ordinaries are instructed to make 
certain that all praiseworthy popular 
customs associated with Holy Saturday 
are made compatible with the observ- 
ance of the new vigil service. 

(c) The ringing of the church bells at 
the intoning of the Gloria on Holy 
Saturday must be regulated wherever 
there is more than one church in the 
same place. The bells of all these 
churches must be rung at the same time 
as those of the principal church (which 
the local Ordinary has the right to de- 
termine). 

Amended Rubrics. 1. Divine Office. 
—The choral recitation of Compline is 
-ancelled out because of the vigil serv- 
ice, and the latter itself takes the place 
of the Matins of the feast of the Resur- 
rection. Lauds is now incorporated 
into the Paschal Mass. As a conse- 
quence, the Office of the Resurrection 
begins with Prime. It would appear 


that the clergy who take part in the 
vigil would enjoy the same concessions 
in the fulfillment of their obligation of 
private recitation of the Office. 

II. Paschal Vigil—The faculty given 
to the local Ordinary to advance the 
hour of the vigil has already been noted. 
As far as ceremonies are concerned, the 
following clarifications are given. The 
deacon is directed to chant the Exsultet 
and the reader the lessons facing the 
Gospel side, and the celebrant is to bless 
the baptismal water facing the congre- 
gation. The celebrant is also directed 
to use a white stole and cope during the 
renewal of the baptismal promises of 
the faithful, and he is to conduct this 
ceremony entirely in the vernacular, us- 
ing, however, a text which the Ordinary 
has approved. 

A slight change has been made in the 
rubries for the blessing of the baptismal 
water. The Canticle Sicut cervus and 
its oration are to be chanted when the 
blessed water is borne in procession to 
the font. According to the original 
ceremonial, these texts were to be used 
only if the water was blessed in a bap- 
tistry separated from the church. Now, 
in such an instance, the traditional or- 
der of the Roman Missal must be fol- 
lowed. 

III. The Vigil Mass.—The only new 
element in the Mass is the addition of 
Lauds. It comprises the Laudate Do- 
minum with its antiphon, the antiphon 
Una sabbatorum and Benedictus, and 
the Posteommunion prayer. The only 
other change in this part of the cere- 
monial is the omission of the final ru- 
bries as to the unpurified chalice, if 
the celebrant is offering Mass the next 
morning. Evidently it has been decided 
that there is no particular reason to give 
a special directive in regard to this 
matter. 
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Ov {STIONS ANsWERED 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 





Why Pre-Mass Communion in 
This Instance? 


Question: On First Fridays in this 
parish, Masses are said at six and at 
seven o’clock, Holy Communion being 
given before the Masses by custom. 
The Sisters at the convent, which is 
adjacent to the church, request the 
priest to give them Holy Communion 
in the convent chapel before the six 
o’clock Mass. School begins at 8:30. 
It would seem in this case that no 
reasonable cause, save caprice or “bonne 
entente,” would permit the priest to dis- 
tribute Holy Communion to the Sisters 
continuously before the six o’clock 
Mass. This is based on the importance 
of making the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass the central act of worship, and 
that Holy Communion should be dis- 
tributed after the Communion of the 
priest unless a sufficient cause would ex- 
cuse this liturgical ruling. Quid in 
casu? 

A WONDERING PRIEST. 

Answer: The proper time for giving 
Communion is after the priest consumes 
the Body and Blood of Christ, unless 
the person cannot stay until Commun- 
ion is distributed. In some rare in- 
stances the person might have to leave 
almost immediately, but if he or she 
goes to Communion even not among the 
first, there are still several minutes of 
thanksgiving until the end of Mass, and 
if there would be a demand for him or 
her to leave immediately at the end of 
Mass, thanksgiving could be made while 
walking home. In the case of the 
Sisters, the time saved by the priest 
postponing Communion to the proper 
time is still available and ordinarily 
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some moments afterwards. As a rule, 
the Sisters are the first to go to Com- 
munion at most of our early Masses, 
and that gives them, in some cases, sev- 
eral minutes before the Mass itself be- 
gins; so, they can get in their second 
Mass at seven o'clock. It is very 
likely many of these Sisters are not ap- 
plying the principle of thanksgiving, 
but are following the community prac- 
tice that is not founded on the principles 
of theology as applied to thanksgiving 
after Communion. 


A Query on Our Informally 
Adopted State Religion 


Question: I have just read and re- 
read your splendid article in the Feb- 
ruary HomILeTic AND PasTorAL RE- 
view, “Have These United States of 
Ours an Established Religion?” Ihave 
written for a copy of the address you 
mention. Since you seem well informed 
on this subject, would you tell me where 
I could get more material especially on 
the legal phases of this matter? I am 
chaplain of our local council of the 
Knights of Columbus and intend to give 
them a thorough explanation of this 
matter. 

It seems to me that the Church is 
constantly on the defensive in this ques- 
tion of public and parochial schools. 
To my mind it seems that Blanshard 
and his ilk, along with the various anti- 
Catholic organizations in the country, 
are constantly laying down a smoke 
screen with the avowed purpose of keep- 
ing us on the defensive in order to hide 
the weakness of their own position. I 
honestly think that they are in mortal 
dread of any real test of their position. 
They seem very anxious to keep us con- 
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fused and on the defensive; once the 
tables are turned and the Church be- 
comes more aggressive in the demand 
for rights assured under the Constitu- 
tion, their position will be openly un- 
tenable. 


WISCONSIN PRIEST. 
Answer: Judge Dunne’s pamphlet is 
the only legal discussion that I know of. 
But let us remember that education is 
not a primary and inseparable function 
of the State; it is what might be called 
a supplementary function, a matter that 
makes for good citizenship and yet can 
be separable from citizenship. It is a 
function of the State, therefore, to sup- 
ply the deficiency of the parents where 
this deficiency bears upon the public 
good. And if vast numbers of children 
should be left uneducated and largely 
unfit for citizenship, without at least a 
grammar school education, then the 
State has the obligation to supplement 
that deficiency. And for the general 
good it can go on to opening high schools 
on the same principle, and to some ex- 
tent colleges and universities. 
In Colonial days, this principle was 
acted upon; so also up until the 50’s of 


last century, when Catholics were rela- 
tively few and were not as yet vocal. 
Then all the States had practically re- 
ligious schools parochial schools. 
These were either of this or that de- 
nomination; or they were interdenomi- 
national in communities with different 
groups of Protestants. And according 
to Brownson, the Protestants in New 
York felt that they could get along with 
the weekly Sunday School and that 
Catholics could not get along without 
parochial schools. So, if the public 
schools were made secular, the Protes- 
felt that Catholics would not 
thrive in their religion and eventually 


or 


tants 


the American population would be Prot- 
estant—they were partly right in this, 
since they did not see the beginning and 
the growth of the parochial schools. 
Nor did they see that they were de- 
Protestantizing to a great extent their 
own non-Catholic groups. 

Holland seems to be the fairest na- 
tion to-day in giving Catholics ex e@quo 
treatment in the matter of public edu- 
eation. And it is only doing what any 
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educationally enlightened nation would 
do for the different religious groups in 
the way of furnishing at State expense 
denominational schools. 

I feel that a test case would be the 
quickest way of bringing the entire in- 
justice of secularistic publie schools per- 
force to the attention of the entire na- 
tion. 


Is This Boy Legally Legitimate? 


Question: Recently a boy of four- 
teen spoke to me about studying for the 
priesthood. On looking up the family 
history, I found this boy was the off- 
spring of an invalid marriage attempted 
before a civil officer. Two years after 
the birth of the boy, this marriage was 
declared invalid, and the mother con- 
tracted a valid marriage with another 
man who adopted this boy and gave 
him his name. I understand that the 
mother’s attempted marriage with the 
boy’s father could not be validated. 

I am wondering if I understand the 
law correctly, which states such a mar- 
riage in this case would not legitimatize 
the boy, and hence the irregularity aris- 
ing from the defect of illegitimacy 
would stand. 

An INQUIRING PRIEST. 

Answer: The Code of Canon Law in 
Canon 1114 declares, with one excep- 
tion mentioned, that children conceived 
or born of a valid or a putative mar- 
riage are legitimate. If this marriage 
that you inquire about was contracted 
by a non-Catholic with a Catholic, then 
the child would be considered legitimate 
if the non-Catholic erroneously thought 
the marriage was valid, because then the 
marriage would be a putative marriage. 
The subsequent marriage has noth- 
ing to do with legitimatizing the child 
where both parents are not involved in 
the marriage proper. If both parents 
were Catholics, then, if at least one of 
them was so ignorant as to think the 
civil marriage valid, the child would be 
legally legitimate also. 
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If the boy is worthy, he might be ad- 
mitted to a seminary even if it turned 
out that iegally he is illegitimate; so, 
permission to enter the seminary can 
be secured if there is sufficient reason 
and a dispensation secured at the ap- 
proach of the time to receive tonsure 
and orders. 


Y.M.C.A. in Public Schools 


Question: When you get around to 
it, would you kindly give us in your 
Questions Answered Department some 
information concerning what our atti- 
tude should be towards the Y.M.C.A. 
and the Y.W.C.A., as well as the vari- 
ous Hi-Y Clubs that exist in our public 
high schools? What would you say 
about a priest speaking at one of their 
meetings? Would this constitute an ap- 
proval (at least tacit) of these organ- 
izations? 

A ConFusEeD CURATE. 


Answer: I think our attitude to- 


the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., and 
Hi-Y Clubs should be the same as to- 
wards the teaching of religion in public 
If the State permits these re- 
ligious groups to exist in public schools, 


wards 


schools. 


then she must permit priests to enter 
the public school and teach religion at 
a convenient hour to Catholic pupils. 
But as long as the schools remain purely 
and un-Constitutionally 


then we can demand that there be no 


secular, sO, 
non-Catholie religious activities carried 
on therein. I think my article in a re- 
cent issue of THE HoMILetic shows that 
our schools (that is, our publie schools) 
should permit the teaching of religion 
by the proper pastors or assistants to 
the various denominational groups that 
The religion 
among the pupils merely demands that 


want it. difference of 
the respective denominational pastors 
teach their flock of youths in the schools 
at convenient hours to those concerned. 
If this is not so, then we have no Con- 
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stitutional guarantee of religious free- 
dom and even of non-religious freedom. 

This is an opening for the priests of 
the districts to teach religion at a con- 
venient hour once a week to the Catho- 
lic pupils according to age. 


Should Ordination Be 
Repeated Here? 


Question: About three or four 
months ago I wrote you a question rela- 
tive to a response which you gave under 
the heading, “An Exception Taken to 
Recent Answer on Power of Ordaining 
by Priests” (HoMILETIC AND PASTORAL 
Review, November, 1951, p. 179). On 
p. 182 you stated that “if anything in 
the Pontificale is omitted, the ordina- 
tion is to be repeated with the omitted 
part included.” 

I do not know whether you have re- 
ceived the letter or whether you remem- 
ber my question. Perhaps the question 
was too foolish to be answered. How- 
ever, I had made it clear that the an- 
swer was requested in order to put an 
end to a heated discussion which arose. 
As a menial third party, I was asked to 
write you, and the disputants agreed to 
abide by your answer. 

The discussion hinged on the inter- 
pretation of the word anything in your 
answer. Should an ordination be re- 
peated if, for example, the ablution of 
wine was not drunk by a newly or- 
dained priest after he had received 
Holy Communion? A case arose where 
newly ordained deacons and subdeacons 
did not drink the ablution, and the 
Chancery Office said that there was no 
need to repeat the ordination. 

We take it that your anything means 
anything relative to the traditio instru- 
mentorum, since in the same paragraph 
you speak of the old question regarding 
the traditio instrumentorum and the 
validity of Orders. 

Stitt Dusiovs. 


Answer: I would answer your ques- 
tion in this wise: if anything is omitted 
that theologians hold is certainly a 


part of the matter or form of ordina- 
tion, then the whole ordination is to be 
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repeated conditionally. But if only a 
ceremonial part is omitted, the principle 
would seem to be that, if it were a nota- 
ble part of the ceremony, then that 
part of the ceremony should be gone 
through privately in the same way as 
the omitted ceremonies of baptism are 
supplied, when baptism is given in case 
of emergency and only the matter and 
form used; or if a prayer or two before 
the matter and form are used together 
with the matter and form, it would ap- 
pear that the omitted part of the Or- 
dinal would be supplied privately and 
with no conditioning of the ordination 
whatever. 

The Papal Announcement 
about a year ago would seem to have 
determined the essential matter and 
form of ordination; and if those pre- 
scriptions are complied with, it would 
seem that the ordination is certainly 
valid; but if the rite is wanting in in- 
tegrity, the omission should be supplied 
unless it is altogether minor. And it 
would seem that the non-taking of the 
wine after Communion of the newly or- 
dained deacons and subdeacons would 
be altogether minor, much the same as 
the inadvertent of a very 
minor ceremony in baptism. In neither 
case would it be necessary to supply the 
ceremony later. 


made 


omission 


Bothered Confessor and the 
Gravity of Confessed Sins 


Question: In the course of each ses- 
sion of confessions one hears many 
penitents accuse themselves of having 
had impure thoughts, but make no 
qualifications. If they were to state 
that the thoughts were deliberately en- 
tertained, the confessor could conclude 
that he had heard the confession of a 
mortal sin and could give a grave pen- 
ance. If the penitent had said that the 
thoughts were merely immodest or that 
the consent was only partial, the con- 
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fessor could conclude that a venial sin 
had been confessed and give a light pen- 
ance (provided, of course, there was 
no mortal sin confessed besides). Or, 
if the sin were confessed as doubtfully 
mortal, the confessor could give a light 
penance. Obviously, people should be 
instructed to make a more exact con- 
fession in this matter, but just as ob- 
viously most of them do not. My ques- 
tions, then, are the following: 

(a) Must a confessor on every such 
occasion demand that the penitent state 
whether the sin is mortal, venial, or 
doubtful? I find it hard to believe that 
this is the general practice of confess- 
ors; otherwise, people would be trained 
by such questioning to give the infor- 
mation spontaneously. Actually, many 
of them do not seem to be. 

(b) Or may a confessor, on every oc- 
casion, assume that sins thus confessed 
are mortal, and go ahead and impose ¢ 
grave penance without questioning? Or 
may he assume that the sins are venial 
or doubtful, on the grounds that noth- 
ing was said about full consent? My 
objection to either procedure is that it 
may beget a false conscience in the 
penitent, making him think, from the 
quality of the penance, either that all 
such faults are invariably mortal or are 
invariably venial. 

(c) Or may a confessor assume one 
way or the other on the basis of other 
knowledge he has of the penitent from 
this or from previous confessions? For 
example, if a penitent has shown by his 
confession that he is a daily communi- 
cant, may the priest assume that the 
sins are venial or only doubtfully mor- 
tal? Or if he knows from past confes- 
sions that the penitent has fallen into 
other mortal sins, has not a particularly 
delicate conscience, or is generally lax, 
may he assume that he is here dealing 
with grave matter? 

Or is there some other solution that 
I have not thought of? 

NESCIO. 


Answer: Let us begin by saying the 
confessor must have a working cer- 
tainty, actual or presumed, of discharg- 
ing his function of absolution, where it 
is given without condition; and in order 
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to have this working certainty, he is of- 
ten bound to question the penitent; and 
very often a single short question will 
clear up all doubts. Now for details. 

(a) Sometimes the context of the 
penitent’s accusations give a working 
knowledge of the nature of the sin. If 
it doesn’t, then a single short question, 
as a rule, will clear up the doubt. The 
question, “Were these thoughts or feel- 
ings consented to, or were they tempta- 
tions that were put away, or at least 
prayed against?” is usually enough. 

(b) Under this question, the confes- 
sor, if he has any doubt about the 
penitent telling temptations instead of 
sins, can put a clarifying question: 
“Were these things you just mentioned 
temptations, or were they sins?” Grave 
temptations may call for the suggestion 
of practices that will overcome these 
temptations, especially by avoiding the 
free occasions and using the correct 
supernatural means in necessary occa- 
sions to overcome the same temptations. 
The confessor, of course, is not to guess 
at his penances; if a sin is doubtful, he 
can prescribe means of overcoming it, 
but he can’t enforce a grave penance for 
a dubious sin. 

(c) If the confessor knows the peni- 
tent from former confessions, he can act 
on presumptions unless there is some- 
thing present to turn the presumption. 
Then he can ask to what extent were 
these things temptations, or were they 
to some extent sins. The confessor, re- 
membering that he is a physician of 
souls, is always going to get enough 
knowledge, from the penitent to diag- 
nose the illness or the non-illness from 
a few prudent questions as a rule, or 
from previous The 
thing to remember is that the spiritual 
physician, like the bodily physician, 
uses ordinary care and diligence, except 


knowledge. big 


where the extraordinary is present. 
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Boox Reviews 





An Authoritative Work on 
Judicial Procedure 


Michael Cardinal Lega holds a re- 
nowned place in modern Canon Law. 
At the time of his death in December, 
1935, he was the Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Sacraments, a post 
he had occupied for fifteen years. This 
climaxed a notable career. Michael 
Lega first achieved prominence as a 
professor of processual and penal law 
in the Apollinaris, and his published 
commentaries on these subjects became 
classic works before the present Code. 
In 1908 he was appointed Dean of the 


Sacred Roman Rota, and six years later 


was elevated to be Prefect of the Su- 
preme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signa- 
ture. During the period that followed 
he was also engaged extensively in re- 
vising the first draft of the Code, espe- 
cially the Canons of the fourth and fifth 
books. 

Immediately upon the promulgation 
‘of the Code, Cardinal Lega undertook 
te write a commentary on its fourth 
book. This he wrote as an entirely new 
work, different in order and format from 
his earlier publication on the same sub- 
ject. When it was completed, he de- 
layed publication for a time but finally 
decided in early 1935 to have it pub- 
lished. He called upon Vittorio Bar- 
toccetti, then Promoter of Justice of the 
Roman Rota, to aid him in the final 
editing of the texts. This work had 
only begun when Cardinal Lega was 
stricken and died, but publication went 
on as scheduled. The treatise has been 
issued just as Cardinal Lega had drafted 
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it, except for the addition of a few ci- 
tations and some minor points by the 
editor.!. The text, therefore, comes from 
the pen of a true authority and expert 
in the theory and practice of ecclesias- 
tieal trials, at the very close of his life. 

Cardinal Lega did not complete his 
projected work. He left no commen- 
tary on the special norms of procedure 
for cases of Matrimony and Holy Or- 
ders. His treatise, therefore, covers 
Canons 1552-1959 (7.e., trials in general 
and criminal procedure). It would be 
impossible to review the contents of his 
three volumes in detail. Suffice it to 
say that he gives a definite and well- 
reasoned opinion on practically every 
question of interpretation arising from 
these Canons. One should not look for 
the pithy and incisive comments of 
some other authors. Here topics are 
treated with minuteness and prolixity, 
but the analysis is made by an author 
who shows mastery of his subject on 
every page. One who wishes to have an 
authoritative work of reference on the 
intricacies of judicial procedure will not 
be disappointed in Cardinal Lega’s 
study. It is a true commentary on the 
law, not merely a paraphrasing of it. 

In actual fact, ecclesiastical trials are 
almost entirely de re matrimonial. 
Therefore, happily Cardinal Lega’s edi- 
tor has appended a treatise of his own 
on the matrimonial process, in the form 


‘Commentarius in Judicia Ecclesiastica. 
Auctore Michaele Card. Lega, curante Vic- 
torio Bartoccetti. Vol. I-III. Cum supple- 
mento De Causis Matrimonialibus et appendi- 
cibus auctore Victorio Bartoccetti (via F. 
Corridoni 25, Roma; pp. 345). 
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of a commentary on the Instruction, 
“Provida,” of the Congregation of the 
Sacraments regarding such procedure. 
Msgr. Bartoccetti, the editor, informs 
us that the major part of that Instrue- 
tion (issued eight months after Cardinal 
Lega’s death) was formulated by the 
Cardinal. A study of the text is a fit- 
ting complement to his own commen- 
tary. Msgr. Bartoccetti clarifies the 
Instruction in many places. He gives 
the cross-references to Lega’s commen- 
tary. His own comments are always 
to the point. Here and there he offers 
interesting items of practical informa- 
tion and even an occasional insight into 
the practice of the Congregation of the 
Sacraments. The concluding analytical 
index adds much to the value of the 
book. Thus, the officials and advocates 
of Diocesan Tribunals are provided with 
an excellent handbook. They will be 


impressed by the deep concern shown 
by the author over the alarming in- 
crease of actions of nullity of marriage 
and the danger that declarations of nul- 
lity be issued too readily and incon- 
siderately. The evils inherent in such 
a trend and the reasons for greater se- 
verity are spelled out by Msgr. Bar- 
toccetti in many different passages. It 
is quite obvious that he does not ap- 
prove certain current interpretations. 
In this matter he is both forthright and 
persuasive. 


Francis B. DONNELLY, J.C.D. 


Recent Pastoral Publications 


A well-known educator of priests 
who died in 1945 left a rich memorial 
cf his counsels and spirit in a volume 
for priests on retreat. Father Havey 
had a way of expressing himself regard- 
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ing priestly ideals which was unique and 
penetrating, and his manner is faith- 
fully reproduced in the “Retreat Com- 
panion.””! Anyone fairly well  ae- 
quainted with him could recognize his 
singular turn of phrase without hearing 
the author’s name. The first edition of 
the “Companion” appeared in 1946 and 
was soon bought up; the second edition 
has nearly twice the number of confer- 
ences, and no doubt will be welcomed 
especially by those who have the first 
edition. 

Yet, the volume was purposely kept 
to pocket-size for the convenience of 
priests who wish to use it for the annual 
retreat, or even for daily meditation. 
The convictions Father Havey can pro- 
duce about priestliness of attitude and 
outlook are very deep; everything he 
says has a way of impressing itself; 
there is not a wasted sentence, not a 
fill-in throughout the whole book. 

The present volume contains chapters 
on the Apostolate of the Diocesan 
Priest, The Types in the Priesthood, 
The Priest’s Graces, his Temptations, 
the Exercises of Piety in his day, and 
several chapters on special points of his 
ministry. Some of the paragraphs 
should be listed with the classics; for 
example, the priest on retreat looks 
back on the early days of his ministry: 

“T knew from the faces of the people 

that they were taking from my lips 

the truth of Christ for the light of 
their lives from Sunday to Sunday. 

I heard the profound hush falling 

upon them before the altar and the 

compelling movement of adoration 
when I lifted up the consecrated Host 
and Chalice at Mass. I heard the 
hoarse tone of _ self-condemnation 
from men bowed with guilt in my 
confessional, who went forth with 
sure peace because they had received 
the authentic pardon of Christ from 


‘Retreat Companion for Priests. By 
Francis P. Havey, S.S. (St. Mary’s Seminary 
Press, Baltimore 10, Maryland; 2nd ed., 251 
pages). 
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my lips. And the tenderest experi- 
ence of all: I have seen heart-hunger 
for Christ in the faces of men, women, 
and children at the altar-railing when 
my consecrated hands presented to 
them the Sacred Host. And the most 
Christlike experience: I have seen 
poor, failing mortals lie down, when 
their hour had come and the lonely 
night was closing in, and die in peace 
because by absolution, the Last Unc- 
tion, and the Holy Viaticum, I had 
filled them with Christ. Where in 
all the world is there anything like 
this! No wonder my ministry stirred 
me as their first trial mission thrilled 
the disciples in Galilee. ‘Lord,’ they 
cried, ‘even the demons are subject 
to us in they name!’ (Luke, x. 17)”. 


It would be difficult to find a more 
valid presentation of the ideals of our 
priesthood than Father Havey has given 
us, and I know of no book which has so 
much power to excite new strivings 
after a noble priestly life than this 
“Companion for Priests,” which reflects 
so well the priestliness of its author. 

The virtue of Lura Heckenlively’s 
book on Gregorian Chant? is that it 
transcends in some measure the category 
of a textbook (though it may serve well 
as such), and reflects designedly the 
theories and opinions of the monks of 
Solesmes, to whom we are indebted 
almost entirely for the restoration of 
the Gregorian Art. Part I has seven 
chapters on the Fundamental Principles 
of the Theory of Chant. These include 
a treatment of the relation of Latin to 
the music, the Notation of Chant, the 
Modes, Rhythm, Psalmody, Conduct- 
ing, and a certain number of the Liturgi- 
cal Recitatives with emphasis upon the 
music of the Passion. Part II goes into 
paleography, and studies the rhythmic 
value and execution of different groups 
of chant notes, ending with a general 
consideration of the interpretation of 
2 The Fundamentals of Gregorian Chant. 


By Lura F. Heckenlively (Desclée & Co., 
Tournai, Belgium; 308 pages). 











NEW TITLES 


THE ART OF PREACHING 


By Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. 


In this book, remarkably concise yet 
thorough, the author studies the preacher 
first as a man and then asa speaker. Hav- 
ing dealt with personal integration, the art 
of being interesting, and remote and proxi- 
mate preparation, he discusses posture, 
gesturing, relaxation, timing, and the 
middle register. In the second part of this 
work, he treats of group teaching, speak- 
ing to women and children, and conduct- 


ing retreats. 
$4.00 


THE AMERICAN 


APOSTOLATE 
Edited by Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. 


The theme throughout these eighteen 
timely essays is the vitality of the Catholic 
Church, exemplified now in the field of 
labor, now in the problem of the land, now 
in the school question, now in the area of 
art, culture and communication. In de- 
picting the various constructive achieve- 
ments of the Church in the present century 
the only objective is to record accOmp- 
lishments, showing where they fall short 
of their high ideals and demonstrating 
means for progress. $4 25 


AT THE BEDSIDE 


OF THE SICK 
By Mother Catherine 


A series of lectures on the practical morals 
of nursing. Since the care of the sick is a 
poem it commands respect and en- 
thusiasm and demands both knowledge 
and constant progress. But above and 
beyond that, it is a ministry and an aposto- 
late, and requires the courage to cooperate 
in the divine plan and be a minister of its 
wisdom. Mother Catherine’s counsels are 
properly down-to-earth, ideally practical, 


eternally timely. 
$1.25 


THE CRAFT OF PRAYER 


By Vincent McNabb, O.P. 


A reprint of ‘‘an excellent and elevating 
book that considers the Our Father as the 
model prayer.’’ Father McNabb ana- 
lyzes the phrases of the Lord’s Prayer and 
shows why and how all our prayers should 
conform to it in structure and spirit. 


$1.50 


REMINISCENCES OF 


SISTER ELIZABETH 
OF THE TRINITY 


Translated by a Benedictine 
of Stanbrook Abbey 


The study of a soul saturated with the 
love of God, and an edifying biography. 
The letters of Sister Elizabeth and the 
vivid recollections of those who knew her 
best emphasize one thing: every breath 
she took was a praise of glory for the 


Divine Lover. 
$3.50 
Wherever good books are sold 
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chant and a few interesting pages on 
the problems of organ accompaniment. 
The last chapter offers a worthwhile 
historical sketch of the efforts made by 
the Solesmes monks at restoring the 
chant to its present status as an ideal 
liturgical art-form. 

JOHN C. SELNER, S.S. 


Miscellany of Recent Works 


The well-known editor of the Ameri- 
can Ecclesiastical Review fills a long- 
standing need in his latest book on the 
status of diocesan priests.1. According 
to the New Testament, bishops are to 
be assisted in the management of the 
Church by a brotherhood of men en- 
dowed with sacramental powers which 
enable them to celebrate the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass. The bishop himself 
is the head and leader of this complete 
family in Christ, which has the definite 
purpose of working for the achievement 
of their bishop’s apostolic mission. 


‘The Concept of the Diocesan Priesthood. 
By Joseph C. Fenton (Bruce Publishing Com- 
pany, Milwaukee 1, 


Wis.). 
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Bishops are not merely delegates or 
representatives of the Holy Father, 
since they too are successors of the 
Apostles. In the exercise of their au- 
thority, however, they are definitely 
subordinate to the Pope and subject to 
him. 

The author the fact that 
diocesan priests are not sacerdotal in- 
dividualists but belong to a real brother- 
hood, as closely united under their 
bishop, as is the Religious priest who 
is a member of a society or community. 
The Religious priest is primarily de- 
voted to the acquisition of spiritual per- 
fection through the activities of his 
own community (which may or may 
not be diocesan work). The diocesan 
priest belongs primarily to his local 
church and is devoted, by the very na- 
ture of that church, to the work in his 
diocese. His apostolate is the advance- 
ment of the Church in Christ and the 
care of each soul under his jurisdiction. 


stresses 


Priests and seminarians will welcome 
this doctrinal book, which clearly and 
thoroughly explains the nature and 
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function of the Church itself, and also 
the need for knowledge and spiritual 
perfection in the diocesan priesthood. 

Based on the Nicene Creed, the first 
half of “What Catholics Believe’? deals 
with the articles of faith as taught by 
the Chureh through her divine com- 
mission to “go teach all men.” Since 
faith without good works is sterile, the 
second half deals with living that faith. 
The Sacraments, the virtues, and short 
chapters on Sacred Scripture and church 
history comprise the last half. Al- 
though a simple exposition of faith, 
this book nevertheless leaves one with 
a deep sense of humble gratitude for 
having been favored with the gift of 
faith, and with a determination to live 
that faith to its fullest and, whenever 
and wherever possible, to share it with 
others. While the book is written with 
no appeal to sentiment, the deeply mov- 
ing eloquence of the authors shows us 
that the central purpose of living the 
faith is that, “sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit, we allow the creative work of 
the Father and the redemptive work 
of the Son to become fruitful and com- 
plete in us.” 

Few Catholics need an introduction 
to the Editor of the Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart. In “The Risen Dead,” 
Fr. Moore draws upon the Acts of the 
Apostles and weaves around them spirit- 
ual reflections on the greatness of the 
Saints and Apostles of the early Church. 
Father Moore contends that we need 
to “rub elbows with the early Chris- 
tians,” who really lived and died for 
their faith. Many of to-day’s Chris- 
tians are tepid and selfish, allowing 
godless people to worry about the world 
while they, feeling secure in their per- 


* What Catholics Believe. By Josef Pieper 
and Heinz Raskop. Translation by Christo- 
pher Huntington. (Pantheon Books, Inc., 
New York City). 


* The Risen Dead. By Thomas H. Moore, 


S.J. (MeMullen Books, Inc., New York City). | 
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sonal faith, do little or nothing to pre- 
serve or spread that faith. The book 
abounds with inspiring thoughts for 
meditation, and proves the good sense 
of walking in the footsteps of those who 
tended the “grain of mustard seed” in 
its early growth. 

Into a volume of small size Francois 
Mauriac has rounded out the history 
of some great men of letters, from 
Pascal and Moliére of the seventeenth 
century down to to-day’s living authors 
—Gide and Graham Greene.* The book 
is 2 summary and presupposes a famili- 
arity with the great authors. This 
being the case, Mauriac’s description 
of their personalities may move the 


*“MenI Hold Great. By Francois Mauriac. 
Translated by Elsie Pell (Philosophical Li- 
brarv, New York City 16). 
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reader to new estimates. Not that he 
glosses over their weaknesses—rather he 
holds up the failings of many to view 
and then proceeds to explain the reason 
for them. Also, Mauriac finds the 
“spark divine” that is in even the worst 
of us. In doing so, the author reveals 
his own generosity of spirit and charity. 
For instance, after penetrating into 
Moliére’s tragedy, he tells us that 
“Moliére dying raises up the man that 
Moliére the living had abased.” Mau- 
riac admits that Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
was far from being a true Christian, 
but yet he confessed Christ before men 
and never blasphemed against the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. Here, however, 
you have the weakest of the weak, “the 
madman interested in the great Chris- 
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tian treason, in the reversal of all the attacks of so-called scientists has 
values.”—a pride so absurd that it just been completed by Dr. Sherwood 
threw his human brain into confusion Taylor. The title is “Man and Matter,” 
so that he judged himself, not by his — the publishers are Chapman and Hall. 
frightful actions, but always by his The author is Director of the Science 
lofty intentions. Placing a different | Museum, London, and he writes with 
interpretation on what constitutes life and clarity. His purpose is “to 
“greatness,” we might feel inclined to examine the central difficulty of modern 
quarrel with Mauriac’s selection, but times, the relation of religion and 
since he presents these men as “great” science,” and his examination is well 
purely from a literary angle, we find worth studying. In fact, the present 
much that is suggestive and interesting writer knows of no modern book of 


in the book, such value on this thorny subject. “The 

CHARLES J. CALLAN, O.P. —_ Deficiencies of Materialism,” “Biology 

and Man,” “Evolution and Religion” 

English and Irish and “The Place of Science in Christian 

Publications Education” are four essays which alone 

An outstanding book that will be make the volume ten times more valu- 
welcomed particularly by those en- able than the price asked for it. 
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will probably have a big welcome for 
“The Story of a Soul,” a new transla- 
tion of her autobiography into good, 
simple idiomatic English. While it 
would be dangerous to say that the 
new version is in all things perfect, it 
is certainly true to say that it is a vast 
improvement on any previous render- 
ing into English of a great modern 
classic of spirituality. The translator 
is Rev. M. Day, and the publishers 
Burns, Oates. 

Frances Parkinson Keyes is in the 
lists again with an interesting book on 
the Mexican shrine of Our Lady— 
“The Grace of Guadalupe,” also pub- 
lished by Burns, Oates. Mrs. Keyes 
went to Mexico to write this account, 
and she has succeeded in conveying all 
the beauty of one of the most touching 
stories since the Incarnation itself. 
There are several good illustrations. 

Many priests will order in quantity 
“Happiness in Marriage,” a little book 
published by Sands and compiled by 
Rev. J. L. McGovern and Dr. R. H. D. 
Laverty. Parents will also find much 
useful guidance in Fr. D. L. Green- 
stock’s latest volume which comes from 
Burns, Oates, “Christopher Talks to 
Catholic Parents,” a practical manual 
of parenthood that touches on a verit- 
able host of topics. 

Because of the eminence and courage 
of its author, Cardinal Mindszenty’s 
“The Mother,” a translation of his 
work on the vocation of motherhood, 
will probably have a large circulation. 
Well would that be deserved for in- 
trinsic reasons also. The publishers 
are Clonmore and Reynolds. 

Dr. D. J. B. Hawkins will be thanked 
by many educated Catholies for his 
little book, “The Meaning of Existen- 
tialism,”’ published by Blackfriars, Ox- 
ford. It is a reprint of his paper read 
to the Aquinas Society last year. From 
the same publisher comes “Science and 
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Christian Apologetic” by Dr. E. F. 
Caldin. 

One would wish to praise highly “To 
Jesus through Mary,” an anonymous 
translation and abbreviation of Pére R. 
P. Poupon’s “La Poéme de la parfaite 
consecration & Marie,” published by the 
Mercier Press. But, in all honesty, it 
has to be admitted that the version 
presented is most difficult to read and 
almost entirely devoid of literary style. 
However, lovers of the Blessed Mother 
will find here much to console, encour- 
age and enlighten them. 

A really consoling book has been 
written by Rev. J. Henaghan under the 
title, “The Secret Scripture of the Poor,” 
published by Clonmore and Reynolds. 
The meaning of the Incarnation to the 
poor, the suffering, the weary and the 
sinful is treated most beautifully and 


with charming simplicity. Also about 
the Cross is L’Abbé André Combes’ 
latest volume, published by Gill, “St. 
Thérése and Suffering.” 

Prayerful souls will desire “Each 
Hour Remains” by a Carmelite nun. 
It is a simple analysis of the con- 
templative life by a writer who has 
already several successful books to her 
name. The publisher is Sands. Also 
on the spiritual life is a most practical 
manual by Hilda Graef, “The Spiritual 
Life for All,” a collection of articles 
previously published in a Catholic 
periodical. This book will arouse less 
controversy than the same writer’s es- 
say on Teresa Neumann; in fact, it 
ought to be welcomed by all who desire 
to progress in the love of God. It 
comes from the Mercier Press. 

Francis J. Rrptey, C.MS. 
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